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The Mystery is Solved!
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The Erdkinder cast and crew for our show, “Suzie’s Place.”

Between scenes, the cast relaxed in 
the library.

The Montessorian
Happy 30th Birthday, Montessorian!

Headlines

Features

International Day.....2
Author Visit..........2
Pennies for Peace.....2
Nutcracker............3
Zoo Visitors..........3
Poetry Contest........3
LEGO Master...........4
Birthday Party........4
Smartboard............4
Primary 1 Play........4
Rosa Parks............5
Thanksgiving..........5
Gallery Hop...........5
Good “Sports”.........6
Winter Festival.......7
Teen Read Week........7
SLC T-Shirt Contest...8
Halloween Bake Sale...9
Suggestion Box........9
Diocese Art Exhibit...9

Support SJMS.........9
Alumni News.........10
Calendar of Events..12
Guess Who?..........12
News Staff & Thanks.12

YUM! The audience enjoyed 
a delicious dinner.

           n November 13th, the Erd-
kinder class wowed a full house 
with their rendition of “Suzie’s 
Place,” an original work created by 
Sandra and Gary Matheny set in the 
Roaring 20’s.

The students entertained with song 
and dance as the audience devoured 
a pizza dinner.

To prepare for this endeavor, dance 
instructors were hired to help the 
class learn authentic dance steps 
from the 1920’s. 

Our students were not just perform-
ers, they help develop the costumes,  
design the props, and run the “be-
hind-the-scenes” support.

A special thank you goes to all the 
SJMS staff and parent volunteers 
that helped make this show pos-
sible.
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International Children’s Day

Emma Gulledge (P1)

It was a toga party for many 
of our Greek-inspired friends.
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Jackie Myers (MS) became an Egyptian queen.

The parade was led by a 
bagpipe performer.

Kieran Alexander (P3)

On October 24th, our school 
parking lot was transformed 
into a colorful array of nations. 
For another exciting year, our 
Children’s House and Primary 
classrooms celebrated Inter-
national Children’s Day. As a 
special treat, the parade was 
led by a bagpiper. 

After the parade, each class-
room enjoyed a selection of 
great cultural foods. 
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Pennies for Peace

“Pennies for Peace” is a new community 
service project for our students. All pen-
nies raised will go toward the purchase of 
a new peace pole for our Children’s House 
courtyard. 

You can fi nd the collection jar by the front 
door where our students can donate their 
pennies.
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Erdkinder Author Visit

Our Erdkinder Book Club shared a 
special moment with Edith Pat-
tou, the author of “Ghosting.”

This fall, our Erdkinder Book Club 
enjoyed a special visit from Edith 
Pattou, the author of “Ghosting,” 
which is a popular young adult fi c-
tion book. 

Edith answered questions about the 
book, and talked about a career in 
writing. 
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Columbus Zoo Visits SJMS

(L-R) Sidney Flynn, Sally Squires, 
and Simon Squires
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Sean Slotterbeck (P1) was invited to participate in the show by 
holding a Boa Constrictor with the Columbus Zoo presenters.

SJMS Students 
Perform in 
BalletMet’s 

“The Nutcracker”
From Clara and Fritz to angels and 
mice, 151 children shared the stage 
with BalletMet’s professional danc-
ers during its annual holiday pro-
duction of The Nutcracker, Dec. 12 
– 27 at the Ohio Theatre. 

Three of these young dancers have 
attended St. Joseph Montessori 
School. Sidney Flynn (SJMS 2014) 
Sally Squires (SJMS 2013), and Si-
mon Squires (MS) were selected to 
join the talented cast of profession-
al dancers, students and gymnasts 
who performed Gerard Charles’ 
The Nutcracker 15 times during the 
month of December.
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By: Saskia Koe-Krompecher
Middle School

On November 24th, the Columbus 
Zoo and Aquarium presented their  
assembly called “Habitat Heros” to 

our entire school. It was a fun pro-
gram that explained where many 
animals live and how they survive. 
They showed us a penguin, an opos-
sum, a boa constrictor, and even a 
cheetah! 

At the end of November 2014, Middle 
School students were invited to partici-
pate in a poetry contest sponsored by 
Creative Communications Publishing. 
Several dozen students entered! After 
returning from Christmas Break, Bill 
Reed, Middle School Teacher, received 
a letter informing him that 25 students 
had won a place in the anthology! This 
means that 25 of our students will be 
published poets. 

Fourth year, Jackie, said, “When 
Bill started to read the list of names, 
I was nervous because I was afraid I 
wouldn’t get in. But when he said my 
name, I as so excited!” 

Middle School Poetry Contest
The fi nished publication, will arrive in 
late Spring 2015!  “Since we had so 
many poets accepted, we won a free 
classroom copy of the anthology,” said 
Bill. “I was really impressed with the 
poetry the kids created. I think this is 
the largest number of poems we’ve 
had accepted in one contest, and we’ve 
been entering since 2002. I can’t wait 
until the anthology arrives and we can 
see all their poems in the book!” Then 
all of us will be able to read the pub-
lished poems of Spencer, Alivia, So-
phie, Mica, Sydney G., Kyla, Kate H., 
Maya H., Thomas H., Janelle, Maddie 
K., Meena, Sawyer, Cecilia, Madelyn 
M., McKenna, Jackie, Nic, Thegn, 
Thomas R., Olivia S., Simon, Garrett 
W., Fiona, and Katie Z.

Congratulations, Middle School poets!

By: Bill Reed
Middle School Teacher
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Aayuman Ghangurde
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LEGO Master

In November, Aayuman Ghangurde 
in Primary 1 represented SJMS by 
participating in the Kids-Linked 
Robot Academy Sumo Fight. His 
robot won fi rst place in a tie com-
peting against fi fth grade students 
from St Andrew’s School. Congrat-
ulations Aayuman!

Birthday Fun!
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Roxanne Holonitch and Deklan 
Burk (MS) hosted a giant birthday 

party at lunch in Ryan Hall.

December 12th is a special day for 
two people at SJMS, but this year 
was even more exciting. Deklan 
Burk (MS) and Roxanne Holonitch 
(Art) celebrated their landmark 
birthdays together by giving all the 
elementary students at cookie on 
Fun Friday. 

This year, Deklan turned 10 years 
old, and Roxanne turned 40 years 
old. 

Primary 1 Storytime Play
As a special holiday treat for par-
ents, the students in Primary 1 
performed scenes from “Mr. Wil-
lowby’s Christmas Tree” written 
by Robert Barry. 

With help from Annie Ruefl e as 
the narrator, students dressed up 
as rabbits, mice, and many of the 
characters found in this classic 
story. Great job, Primary 1! 
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The performers from our Primary 1 classroom.

Smartboard in 
Our Library

Because of all your walking efforts 
at our most recent Techno Treks, 
our library reeped the rewards with 
a new Smartboard. A Smartboard 
is an interactive whiteboard that is 
connected to a computer.

Techno Trek, our annual walk-a-
thon, raises money for new technol-
ogy equipment for our school. This 
Smartboard is just one of the new 
pieces of equipment that our school 
community can use and enjoy ev-
eryday.

The library is set with a new
Smartboard.
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Amirah and Ruth Lomax were 
featured in this special live 

presentation.

First stop: Angela Meleca Gallery

The Story of Rosa Parks
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Our Children’s House enjoyed the delicious lunch 
that they helped prepare.

On December 5th, Amirah lo-
max (ERD) was part of a special 
live and webcast presentation 
of the Rosa Parks story. More 
than 500 children from Colum-
bus City Schools attended, and 
the event also streamed live to 
elementary schools throughout 
the state on 10TV.com. The as-

sembly featured a theatrical perfor-
mance by the Columbus Children’s 
Theatre of the Ruby Bridges story 
in the theatre at the Riffe Center. 
This event honored the courage and 
legacy of Rosa Parks, the Mother 
of the Modern Civil Rights Move-
ment and recognized December 1st 
as Rosa Parks Day in Ohio.

Thanksgiving Luncheon
Our Children’s House students 
showed their gratitude with hugs 
after enjoying a delicious holiday 
luncheon with their friends.

Before the event, they used their 
practical life skills to prepare most 
of the food, and even helped set the 
tables.

The classes all met in Ryan Hall 
to take part in the feast, and even 
watched “Charlie Brown’s Thanks-
giving” on the big screen.

Gallery Hop for Erdkinder
Our Erdkinder class participated 
in a downtown gallery hop in De-
cember. After riding the free C-bus, 
our fi rst stop was at Angela Meleca 
Gallery to talk with artists and their 
work. Next was the Riffe Gallery 
to try an urban landscape scaven-
ger hunt. Next, the class visited the 
student exhibition at the Urban Arts 
Space. The ended this busy day with 
lunch downtown. The class will 
now develop personal art projects 
that refl ect what they learned from 
this experience.
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Our Erdkinder Students are Good “Sports”

Ph
ot

o:
 M

. 
Fl

em
in

g

Miles Fleming

There is more to our Erdkinder class 
than just studying at SJMS. Outside of 
these school walls, many are very ac-
tive athletes. 

Garrett Thesing played for the Im-
maculate Conception school golf team, 
where his scores were in the top four 
each match and were counted toward 
the team’s total. He placed in the top 
ten out of approximately 100 golfers at 
the Diocesan championship.

Max Thesing plays for the Crew Soccer 
Academy. He was one of four 13-year 
old students to make the fully-funded 
Academy’s fi rst-ever Under 14 team. 
He has been invited to two US Soccer 
market training days. On the weekends, 
he traveled with his teammates and 
coaches to play other US Soccer De-
velopment Academy teams and MLS 
Academy teams in Kansas City, St. 
Louis, Chicago, Detroit, Indianapolis 
and Washington D.C. A cool fact about 
the program is that Adidas provides the 
cleats and running shoes for Academy 
players.

Miles Fleming plays football for St. 
Catherine School as a quarterback and 
wide receiver. This year was an unde-
feated season for the team. They par-
tipated in The Bishop Bowl at Bishop 
Hartley High School.

Grace Rieser spends most of her free 
time with Rosie, her Tennessee Walker 
horse. She rides at Shady Acres Farm 
in Orient, OH. She will begin compet-
ing at fairs in the spring and summer. 

Erin Miller particpates in trap shooting 
at the Centerburg Conservation Club in 
Centerburg, OH. Her best score is 98 
targets out of 100.

Our Erdkinder students are great role 
models in working hard and following 
your passion.

Garrett Thesing

Max Thesing
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Daniel Coons
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Some of our 
other Erdkinder 
athletes include: 

Matthew Hohmann - club soccer
Joel Gallegos-Samuel - soccer

Daniel Coons - Crew pre-academy
Adam Sorrels - tennis

Elias Anderson - soccer and fencing
Joe Tinapple - baseball

Jacob Eismann - swimming
Mia Rivera - swimming

Anna Rambo - ballet
Emerson Prond - swimming and skiing

Grace Rieser and Rosie

Erin Miller
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Calvin Miller (P1) visited with Santa Claus.

A Jolly Time at Winter Festival

Winter Festival was a huge success 
this year. Everyone had so much fun 
playing games, making crafts, and 
eating tasty treats.

We send a special thank you to all 
the parent, student, and staff volun-
teers that make this event possible. 
With donations of time and materi-
als, it is something that our students 
remember many years after their 
graduation from SJMS.
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Lane White (CH4) was excited 
to try the box maze.

Emerson Prond (ERD) 
helped Anthony Celebrezze (P3)

in the Game Room.

James Messerly and Declan Dou-
gan (MS) played the Reindeer 

Games in the Game Room.

Fiona York, McKenna Merriman, 
and Kate Haydel-Brown (MS) en-
joyed making gingerbread houses 

in the multi-purpose room.

Alivia Brello (MS) tried her “hand” 
at the blind-folded guessing game 

in the Game Room.
By: Saskia Koe-Krompecher

Middle School

Teen Read Week
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To celebrate Teen Read Week, our 
Erdkinder students, along with other 
loyal readers, wore decorative ties 
to honor the theme, “Tie One On.”
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SJMS Summer Learning Camp T-shirt Contest
Help us design our t-shirt with our fi rst annual t-shirt design contest. Use the space provided to 

create a fun illustration for all to see. Our panel of local celebrities will help determine a winner.

Grand Prize: The winning design will be used as this summer’s t-shirt design.
Guidelines: Black and white design only, please use the space provided

Theme: “Learn Global. Experience Local.”
Deadline: Entries due on February 6th to our school offi ce
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Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Sam Frost
School Secretary

Help Update 
Our Montessorian Archive

This summer, our Montessorian and SJMS 
Yearbook archive was organized. We no-
ticed there are spots where items were not 
saved. If you have a missing copy, we would 
appreciate your donation to our cause.

The Montessorian
March/April 1986
March/April 1996
January/February 1998
November/December 1998
November/December 1999

Yearbooks
1995-1996

Guess Who? jr.
Answer

Grace Rieser
Erdkinder

Halloween Bake Sale
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The spooky treats made by Erdkinder students were a hit!

For Halloween, our Erdkinder stu-
dents prepared a delicious Bake Sale 
for the elementary students to en-
joy. They were invited to purchase 

Halloween-themed treats, that were 
priced between .50 cents to one dol-
lar. At the end, there was nothing 
but crumbs. It was THAT good!

Art Exhibit

SJMS was invited to display a few 
pieces of artwork in the lobby of the 
Department of Education in the Di-
ocese downtown offi ces. The show 
will last through the month of Feb-
ruary.

Suggestions?
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A new sugges-
tion box has 
been placed 
in the school 
offi ce for stu-
dents to use. 
Sugges t ions 
and ideas are 
encouraged.



Alumni News
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We Want to 
Hear from You!

Is something exciting happening in 
your life? Let us know. Just drop us an 

email at rholonit@cdeducation.org 
and we will let the entire SJMS 

community know your good news!

Class of 2010

Lincoln Ficek

Felix Mak

Nikki Dean

Courtney received her honor with her coaches and the 
mayor of Dublin.
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Michael Keenan, mayor of Dub-
lin, acknowledged that November 
8, 2014 was “Courtney D’Angelo 
Day” for the City of Dublin. This 
honor was bestowed to Courtney for 
earning 3rd place in the World Irish 
Dance Championship held in Ire-
land. She is a member of the Regan 
Rankin Academy of Irish Dance.

Kate, and her 
husband Jus-
tin, welcomed 
Caroline Eliza-
beth Smith to 
the world on 
November 27th 
at 4pm. She 
weighed in at 
6lbs, 3oz., and 
18.5 inches 
long.

Nikki is currently a sophomore at 
Virgina Tech, with a major of Agri-
business. 

She is passionate about her clubs, 
including the VT chapter of “Help 
Save the Next Girl” where she is the 
Vice President. This is a national or-
ganization that advocates and pro-
motes safety, especially to protect 
college-age girls from assault.  One 
meeting was even recorded by 48 
Hours for an upcoming episode on 
the deaths of Morgan Harrington (a 
Virginia Tech student) and Hannah 
Graham.

Class of 1999
Kate Reifeis
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Anthony Bocija

Courtney D’Angelo Day Class of 2009

Felix is working on his Mathematics 
degree at OSU, but enjoys his Ameri-
can Foreign Policy class. He traveled to 
Indonesia in December to see his fam-
ily for the holidays.

Lincoln’s favorite class at OSU is As-
tronomy, and enjoys Club Tennis in his 
freetime. He traveled to New York City 
in December.

Anthony is currently attending Colum-
bus State Community College, and en-
joys his Mixed Choir class. At the end 
of the day, he works in our After Care 
program.

Class of 1997

Peter volunteers at COSI by running 
experiments. He is working towards 
his Lifetime membership by complet-
ing 1,000 hours of service time.

Peter Sheppard
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Class of 2012
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Elizabeth Lindemann

Ali Dean

Isabella Bocija

Chloe Haydel-BrownMichael Flynn

Teja Parasa

Waymond Smoot

Mikhail Hunker

Bianca Tucker

Sally Squires
Colby Albanese

Winter Festival Alumni Room
We welcomed 
over 45 SJMS 
alumni this 
year at Winter 
Festival in our 
Alumni Room. 

Below you 
can fi nd many 
of the updates 
they shared 
while visiting 
with friends.

Class of 2011
Members of the SJMS Class of 2011

Elizabeth has earned her nail tech. li-
cense and is a member of NHS.

Bianca is the captain of the cheerlead-
ing team and a member of NHS. Her 
favorite class is is Personal Finance.

Last fall, Ali was part of the homecom-
ing court, and plans to visit Italy with 
her family this summer.

Colby is busy at Bishop Ready High 
School as Senior Class President. He 
also enjoys tennis in his free time. 

Carolyn Faller
At Wellington, Carolyn played in the 
Senior All-Star Soccer game, and is the 
captain of both the lacrosse and soccer 
teams.

Michael plays on the St. Charles var-
sity baseball team while earning a 4.0 
GPA.

Teja earned the Sheila E. Letter Award 
at the Worthington Public Library as 
the Teen Volunteer of the Year. Last 
summer, he traveled to India with a 
group of students to study sanscrit for 
2 weeks.

Sally is attending GrooveU, a pre-col-
lege for students interested in the busi-
ness of music. 

Mikhail earned a letter on his letterman 
jacket in soccer at Wellington.

Waymond’s favorite class is Physics at 
The Wellington School.

Isabella is planning a mission trip to 
Guatemala this summer with students 
from St. Charles. Katie Reed

Ryan Spoon

Charles Clayton

Olivia French

Isabella Reardon

Chloe plays on the freshman volleyball 
team and is a member of the commu-
nity service club.

Olivia French is part of the Environ-
mental Club, and enjoys her English 
class.

Isabella’s favorite class is Writing, and 
enjoys attending Movie Club.

Charles plays on the freshman football 
team as guard at DeSales High School. 

Ryan plays defensive end on the Bish-
op Ready High School football team. 
He also earned a place on the Honor 
Roll with a 3.75 GPA.

At Hilliard Bradley High School, Katie 
enjoys gym and her cooking class.

Moriah Miller-Gnann
As a student at Metro, Moriah gets a 
head start on college classes. She is 
currently taking Stats, Chinese, and 
English at OSU.



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

January
26 - 30 - Montessori 
 Education Week

27 - Chili Dinner

28 - Feast of St. Thomas Mass

February
6 - Breakfast with Matt
 8:30-10:00

8 - Open House
 2pm-4pm

10 - Board of Trustees Meeting

16 - NO SCHOOL
 Presidents’ Day

18 - Ash Wednesday 
 Liturgy Service 

26 - Interest Fair

March
3 & 5 - Parent/Teacher Conf.

7 & 8 - Diocese Art Show

9 & 10 - Parent/Teacher Conf.

13 - NO SCHOOL 
 Professional Dev. Day
 

Read the clues and check out the picture to the “Guess Who?” in this issue. The 
answer is located on page 9.

1. “Guess Who” loves all things 
Hogwarts.

2. “Guess Who” volunteers at the Ohio 
Wildlife Center.

3. “Guess Who” enjoys Sci-Fi, 
especially “Stargate: SG1.”

4. “Guess Who” hopes to learn how to 
snowboard.

Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Do you have ideas?
Would you like to contribute to The Montessorian? We are always 

looking for new writers or photographers. 
Contact Roxanne with your ideas. rholonit@cdeducation.org

Guess Who? jr.
1. “Guess Who? jr” has kicked a soccer 
ball to a Columbus Crew player.

2. “Guess Who? jr.” likes hip-hop music.

3. “guess Who? jr.” wants to be a doctor.

4. “Guess Who? jr.” used to chew on ice 
                   packs when they were little.

The answer can be found on page 9.

Special Thanks
Matt Brenner

Proofreading
Dara Jackson


