
The Montessorian
Published for the St. Joseph Montessori School Community

Nov. - Dec. ‘12 - Jan. ‘13 Volume 28 - 2nd Edition

Headlines

Features

Int. Children’s Day...2
Winter Festival.......3
iPads.................3
Fall Service Program..4
African Drumming......4
Lindsey Sings.........4
SJMS in the News......5
4th Grade Field Trip..5
Pumpkin Patch.........5
Science Experiment....6
Regiane Loves USA!....6
P1 Field Trip.........6
Amirah Cheers.........7
Cookies & Carols......7
Bells at Headstart....8
Jordan Wins!..........8
Jr. Earth Scouts......8
All Saints Day........9

Erdkinder Funds......9
Alumni News.........10
Calendar of Events..12
Guess Who?..........12
Newspaper Staff.....12

A Celebration for
Our Lady of Guadalupe

O
Ph

ot
os

: 
R.

 H
ol

on
it

ch

Bob and John Faller (ERD) carried the tilma while Isaac Conrad and 
Thea Paltani (P1) presented the fl owers at our special Mass.

             n December 12th, we cel-
ebrated the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe at Sacred Heart Church. 

Father Fritzner Valcin was our guest 
celebrant, who shared the Mass in 
Spanish. Our students prepared 
for the service in their Art, Music, 
Spanish, and Religion classes. 

Children in art made the tilma, our 

music classes focused on the songs, 
the Spanish classes worked on the 
language translation, and the reli-
gion classes worked on the overall 
preparation for the Mass. 

This was a wonderful cultural expe-
rience for the students of St. Joseph 
Montessori School to sing and pray 
in a different language.
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International Children’s Day
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Primary 3 classroom

Shirish Parasa (P2)
and Elma Pundavela

Olivia Vegas, Madelyn McCurdy, 
Gabriela Gant, and Saniya Holmes (P1)

Regiane Heath, Alexandra 
LaRue (CH2), and Gabielle 

Eismann (SJMS Alumnus 2012)
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Our school band played some great 
songs for the crowd.
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On a chilly morning in October, our entire 
school met in the school parking lot to cel-
ebrate International Children’s Day. 

The children, from Children’s House to 
Erdkinder, dressed in outfi ts found from 
one end of the world to the other. 

Parents took this opportunity to get “Kodak 
Moment” photographs of their children and 
classmates.

As a wonderful treat, our band played songs 
to keep the momentum upbeat and fun.

After the parade, classes returned to the 
building to share food, projects, and stories 
of their cultures.
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Marty Gossett sold her delicious 
cheeses with other vendors.

Winter Festival Fun
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Adam Fellows (P2) aimed for a 
“hole in one” in the Game Room.

Jana and Marlena Castro-Cook 
(MS) told Santa want they wanted 

for Christmas.

By: Erin Miller
Middle School
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Winter Festival, as usual, helped get 
our school community in the holi-
day spirit with fun and games.

Visitors could shop at the vendor 
booths, play games in our fun game 
room, snack on treats, make crafts 
and gingerbread houses, and even 
visit with the jolly old elf, Santa 
Claus.

Thank you Event Co-Chairs Lisa 
Norris & Randy Malloy, committee 
members, parent volunteers, teacher 
volunteers, student volunteers, fac-
ulty & staff for making the festival 
a huge success!  Preliminary num-
bers show that the event raised over 
$9,800!!! 

Thank you donors; WWDC102.5, 
Todd Hickerson, Iacono’s Pizza, 
White Castle, Wholesome Tum-
mies, A Catered Event, Bob Himes, 
& Short North Bagel Deli! Thank 
you neighbors; St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church, Spring Cleaners, 
Exile Bar and Junior Achievement 
of Central Ohio!
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By: Miles Fleming
Middle School

iPads and Smartboards

In November, our Spanish class-
room got a makeover: a new Smart-
board. It’s an extension of the com-
puter where 2 people can work at 
once on a project or assignment. It 
is also great to project images and 
classwork to a large group.

You can also fi nd a new Smartboard 
in the Middle School classroom.

Amirah Lomax (MS) said, “the 
Smartboards are easy to use in les-
sons and presentations.”

Also, with the support of Techno 
Trek and NPSS money, our school 
uses new iPads for small group ac-
tivities. 

With the help of our amazing Tech-
nology Coordinator, Victoria Wind-
sor, our school is introducing new 
and exciting materials to our stu-
dents.

Max Mullen and Lesley Furuta (P2) 
experimented with our new iPads.
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African Drumming for Primary

Fall Service Learning Program

SJMS teachers were asked to join the group in the demonstration.

Community Service is an important tra-
dition at St. Joseph Montessori School. 
It provides a learning experience for 
the children and fellowship for the en-
tire SJMS community. 

In keeping with this tradition, there was 
a school-wide service project to sup-
port families at The Ronald McDonald 
House from November 5th to 29th. 

To help collect the materials, there 
were cornucopias placed in both the 
Children’s House and Elementary 
buildings. They were fi lled with paper 
leaves that listed “wish list” items for 
families staying at The Ronald Mc-
Donald House.

The school also collects aluminum tabs 
from soda cans.
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Everett, Cameron, Adam, and Ronan (P2) 
took a break with Ronald McDonald.

This fall, the beats of the African 
drum were loud in our hallways.

With the help of Nupur Sethi, an af-

rican drum troupe called Thiossane 
visited our Primary students. They 
performed for us, and even shared 
some dance steps with the group.

Sunday, December 16th, our own 
Lindsey Miller, with the Saint Joseph 
Cathedral Choir and Chamber Or-
chestra, performed Handel’s Messiah 
at St. Joseph Cathedral in downtown 
Columbus.  Lindsey was a featured 
soloist in the performance. 

The next week, the show aired on 
WOSU radio station.

Congratulations Lindsey for such a 
successful show.

Lindsey Miller 
in Messiah
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Anthony Celebrezze was featured on the cover of the 
RecyColumbus special newspaper insert.

Anthony Recycles! 
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By: Sidney Roth and 
Isabella McCombs-Byrne

Middle School

4th Grade 
Field Trip

While the 5th and 6th grade students 
were off on their overnight camping 
trip, our 4th grade students enjoyed 
a fi eld trip to Blendon Woods Park.

On this trip, the class studied facts 
about birds. They even had an op-
portunity to see a Great Blue Heron, 
a cardinal, geese, and bluejays.

Off To See the 
Pumpkin Patch

By: Amirah Lomax 
and Grace Rieser

Middle School
In October, students in our Children’s 
House classrooms enjoyed a fi eld trip 
to Lynd’s Fruit Farm in Pataskala. 

This time of year is very special - it is 
harvest time for pumpkins and this has 
become a special tradition for the Chil-
dren’s House students. 

With the help of parents and teachers 
to drive everyone to the pumpkin farm, 
students were invited to explore the 
farm, and even choose a pumpkin of 
their own.

“It was fun! I got a baby pumpkin to 
keep,” said Lailah Lomax in Children’s 
House 2.

This is an experience that no one will 
ever forget.

SJMS in the News

David and Angela Meleca were featured in the Columbus 
Dispatch for their modern downtown work/living space.

Ph
ot

o:
 T

H
e 

Co
lu

m
bu

s 
D

is
pa

tc
h



 6                                                  St. Joseph Montessori School

Science Presentation 
for 6th and 7th Grade Students

Joann R. Knapp demonstrates the fl ame test.
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By: Reid Mitchell

6th Grade

Regiane 
Becomes a 
US Citizen!

Science came to life for our 6th and 
7th graders in December. Joann 
Knapp, Danny Pyle’s mom, pre-
sented fl ame tests for the group to 
observe.

She shared information about how 
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Regiane Heath

This fall, Regiane Heath, our Chil-
dren’s House 2 teacher, completed 
the fi nal steps to become an Amer-
ican citizen.

She has resided in America for 10 
years with her husband. 

To become a citizen, Regiane un-
derwent applications, interviews, 
tests, and fi ngerprinting. She was 
also required to study American 
History facts to prepare for the 
exam.

“It was a beautiful and emotional 
ceremony, especially because it 
happened as the opening for the 
Columbus International Festival,” 
said Regiane.

Regiane was born in Brazil, but 
now is a proud American.

certain elements and minerals burn, 
and how the colors of the fl ame 
change with each new mineral.

Joann is a nutritionist with a com-
pany called Fox Hollow Consulting. 
To be a nutritionist, you should be 
interested in food, chemistry, and be 
really good at math.

Primary 1 Field Trip
By: Olivia Vegas

Primary 1
On November 5th, the Primary 1 
class went on a fi eldtrip to the Ohio 
State Capitol.

The class was studying the election 
process. The students saw the Sen-
ate chambers, which are where laws 
are passed. The class also learned 
alot about Ohio history. One inter-
esting fact is that the capitol build-

ing was built by prisoners. Students 
also were able to touch the column 
where Abraham Lincoln stood and 
gave a speech.

“The class had alot of fun,” said 
Manning Norris. 

“I think it was a pretty nice. I liked 
the Ohio State fl oor,” said Madelyn  
McCurdy.
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Cookies and Carols
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Q: What is a great way to get an au-
dience in the Christmas spirit?
A: Cookies and Carols!

On December 18th, our Middle 
School and Erdkinder students en-
tertained a packed house with songs 

Our Middle School Choir

of the holidays. 

The band performed songs like: Jin-
gle Bells, Winter Wonderland, and 
Come All Ye Faithful. Our Middle 
School Choir sang in harmony 
with songs like Hey, Ho, Nobody’s 

Home. The audience was also de-
lighted with a performance from our 
Bell Choir.

The evening ended with sweet treats 
like cookies and punch. 

Rah! Rah! for Amirah!
In her free time, Amirah Lo-
max is part of a cheerleading 
team. On November 10th, 
Amirah’s team, called The 
Saints, competed at Wor-
thington Kilbourne High 
School. In her 120 lb. divi-
sion, Amirah’s team earned 
1st place overall trophies. 
There are 60 members of her 
team, with 15 teammates in 
her division. Congratulations 
Amirah!
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Jordan Swims!

Ph
ot

os
: 

R.
 H

ol
on

it
ch

Your fi rst or second grader can still 
join our group!  

Junior Earth Scouts is a group fo-
cused on peace, nature and society.  
We engage in activities that allow 
boys and girls to explore these top-
ics while learning and having fun.  

Our meetings will move to the 
fi rst Friday of the month from 
3-4:30pm.  

Dues for the group are $30 for the 
year.  Please email Gretchen Ham-
mond (P1 parent) gretchenclark@
yahoo.com if your child is inter-
ested.   

At the 2012 Makos Meet at Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio on De-
cember 7-9, swimmers from Ohio, 
Indiana, Kentucky and Michigan 
competed. Jordan Aurnou-Rees 
(MS) was one of those competitors.

Jordan won 7 of her 8 events and 
won the high-point award as the 
Top 10 and Under Female Swim-
mer. With the help of her Ohio State 
Swim Coach Megan Hurless, Jor-
dan received her award.

Jordan also broke 7 Ohio State 
Swim Club records at the meet and 
now has the 10th-fastest 50 breast 
stroke time in the country among 10 
year olds.

Bell Choir Performs for Headstart at Easter Seals

The Erdkinder Bell Choir and band 
kicked off the holiday season with a 
concert for the preschool classes of 
Headstart at Easter Seals in Hilliard. 
On December 13th, the afternoon 
classes enjoyed songs like, “Up On 
the Housetop...”, “Jingle Bells,” and 
many, many more.

The choir chose this location be-
cause Roxanne’s son, Matthew, at-
tends the afternoon program.

“The band and bells sounded beau-
tiful, and the children really enjoyed 
the music,” said Roxanne.

You can really see the power of mu-
sic on the faces of the children.

Katie Reed (ERD) helped 
children learn how to play 

the bells.The band demonstrated how each 
instrument sounds.

The bells fi lled the halls with music.

By: Max Thesing
6th Grade

Jordan and her Ohio State Swim 
Coach, Megan Hurless.

Junior 
Earth Scouts
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Erdkinder Fundraising 
Earnings

The Erdkinder class is working 
hard to raise money for their class 
trip in May.  

We would like to thank you for 
supporting us now and in the fu-
ture. We appreciate your continued 
support and participation in our 
fundraisers. 

Winter Festival 
Activities – 
               1100.00

Guess Who?
Guess Who?

Answer

Victoria Windsor
Library/Technology

Nov. - Dec. 2012 - Jan. 2013

There are many ways 
to help our school, and 
most are at the grocery 
stores you use everyday. 
By participating in these 
programs, you are helping 
our school with additional 
funding and supplies.
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All Saints Day Mass
By: Kyla Hammond 

and Katie Zerbi
Primary 1

In Sacred Heart Church, our stu-
dents in Primary, Middle School, 
and Erdkinder celebrated All Saints 
Day on November 1st. 

The Mass began with a procession 
of banners made by students repre-
senting many saints of the world.

“It was a beautiful service,” said 
Roxanne Holonitch.
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Sophie Dunlap (MS) was part of 
the procession of saint banners.
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Class of 2008

Wedding Bells 
for Cameron
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Chris D’Angelo
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Laura Phillips

Adam Henderson

SJMS Alumni Hit
 All the Right Notes 
in University Bands
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In a beautiful autumn ceremony 
last October, Cameron VanTilburg 
(SJMS 2002) wed his soul mate, 
Amanda. Congratulations Cameron. 
Best of luck for many happy days to 
come.

On June 4, 2012, Sam Beasley (SJMS 
2008) and his friend, Andrew Kerlin, were 
honored by the Alum Creek Sailing Club 
for their Eagle Projects. Congratulations 
Sam!

St. Charles Preparatory School

SJMS Class of 2009
Aaron Ault

Thomas O’Neil
Kevin Smoot, Jr.

SJMS Class of 2010
Elliott Narcross

Nicholas Salamon*

Honor Roll

SJMS Class of 2011
Sam Kukor*

SJMS Class of 2012
Michael Flynn

John Markiewicz*

For the fi rst quarter, many of our SJMS alumni have earned Honor Roll status 
at St. Charles Preparatory School. To earn Honor Roll status, students must 
earn a 3.50 or better GPA. If they have an * after their name, it indicates a 4.0 
or better GPA.

Class of 2002
Sam Beasley

As a member of the waterpolo team at 
Dartmouth, Chris and his team earned 6th 
place in the national competition.

Tara Miller-Gnann
Tara is working on her pre-vet classwork, 
specializing in equine, at Otterbein. She is 
also on the equestrian riding team.

Armed with an instrument and spats, 
we have two alumni who have taken 
on the challenge of being members 
of university marching bands.

Adam Henderson (SJMS 2008) per-
forms in the brass section for the 
University of Notre Dame.

Laura Phillips is part of the wood-
wind section for the University of 
Alabama.

We are so proud of their contribu-
tions to their music departments.
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Class of 2011Class of 2009

Class of 2010
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Isabella is part of Photo Club.

Nikki Dean
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Class of 2009 Class of 2012

Eleni Rigsby

Adele Anderson
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Kate Ferguson

Elisabeth Spector

Anna Reed

Elizabeth Lindemann

Ali Dean

Luci McCombs-Byrne

Delaney Morphew

Lila Henninger

John Markiciewcz

Michael Flynn

Gabrielle Eismann

Waymond Smoot

Isabella Bocija

Andres Walliser-Wejebe

Mikhail Hunker

Audra Banfi eld

Felix Mak

Eleni performed in The Nutcracker with 
BalletMet this holiday season.

Nikki is the president of the Service Club at 
CSG that recently collected 13,000 cans of 
food for the needy.

Adele visited Germany as an exchange 
student last spring, and plans to return in 
May.

Luci is currently looking at colleges for 
next year, including CCAD and Kent.

Ali is taking honors classes, with a 3.6 
GPA, and is a cheerleader for football and 
basketball.

Courtney D’Angelo

Elizabeth’s favorite classes are Algebra II 
and Geometry, and has earned a 4.12 GPA.

Courtney will be competing in the World’s 
Irish Dance Competition in Boston this 
March.

Carolyn is participating in soccer and 
lacrosse at Wellington on their varsity 
teams.

Waymond Smoot is part of the Robotics 
Club, and enjoys his Biology class.

Gabrielle is part of the Chess Club at CSG, 
as well as swimming on the varsity team. 

John enjoys his American History class. He 
is also part of the A/V Club and the Debate 
Team.

Michael is training for spring baseball for 
St. Charles. His favorite class is Science 
with Mr. Arends.

Andres is staying busy at Bishop Ready 
with Speech and Debate, Ski Club, Art 
Club, and part of the stage crew for “The 
Crucible.”

Mikhail recently got a new guitar and is 
teaching himself to play.

As a member of the Whetstone Soccer 
team, he played inside Crew Stadium for 
the City Championship game.

Elisabeth has started the SAT Club, which 
helps prepare students for the SAT test.

Audra is taking OSU classes in environ-
mental science as a junior at Metro.

Anna has an internship at 3 Dog Bakery on 
High Street.

Lila really enjoys her art class in high 
school.

Zoe had a part in “The Laramie Project,” 
while earning all A’s on her report card.

Zoe Mak

Carolyn Faller

Sally Squires
Sally performed as the Pierrot Doll” for the 
Nutcracker in New Albany.

Delaney sings with the Columbus Interna-
tional Children’s Choir.

Kate plays for the Bishop Ready Girls’ Golf 
Team, and is part of the “In The Know” 
team.

Visitors from Class of 2010

Visitors from Class of 2009
Visitors from Class of 2011



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

January
15 - Continuing Montessori
   6pm

17 - Seussical - Erdkinder Play

18 - Open House 
 9am-11am

21 - NO SCHOOL
 MLK Day

27 - Open House
 3pm-5pm

28 - Feb. 1 - Montessori 
 Education Week

29 - Erdkinder Chili Dinner

30 - Feast of St. John Mass

February
1 - Carpool Coffee

4 - Erdkinder Gallery Hop
 Babysitting

10 - Open House
 3pm-5pm

12 - Board of Trustees Meeting

13 - Ash Wednesday Mass

18 - NO SCHOOL
 Presidents’ Day

28 - Interest Fair

March
1 - Spring Picture Day

Read the clues and check out the picture to the “Guess Who?” in 
this issue. The answer is located on page 9.

“Guess Who?” was born on Christ-
mas Eve...

... so “Guess Who’s” middle name 
is Noel.

When younger, “Guess Who” 
wanted to be a stand-up comedian 
for kids.

“Guess Who?” loves cooking, read-
ing, and writing poetry.

Instead of driving, “Guess Who?” 
walks to school each day.

Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Elma Pundavela

Do you have ideas?

Would you like to contribute to 
The Montessorian? We are always 

looking for new writers or 
photographers. 

Contact Roxanne with your ideas.
rholonit@cdeducation.org


