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Sam Harris

Dear Isabella, 

We have had the privilege of sharing your 
journey for the past fourteen years, eleven 
of them as a student at SJMS.  Intellectu-
ally, you’ve developed into a voracious 
reader with a sharp, questioning mind 
(some might say critical) that will help you 
meet any of the challenges ahead. Spiritu-
ally and personally,   you are a compas-
sionate and caring human being; traits that 
will help guide your talents to a noble pur-
pose.     

These are exciting times for you and your 
classmates, some of whom have been by 
your side for all of your 11 years at SJMS.  
Transitions can be daunting and exciting, 
on the one hand full of uncertainty and dis-
comfort about the unknown, on the other, 
excitement and anticipation for new oppor-
tunities.  But you’ve always been one to 
embrace the opportunities rather than fear 
the uncertainties.   We often recall the fi rst 
time you went away to summer camp; we 
prepared strategies to help you deal with 
separation anxiety, except you didn’t have 
any. You put your things in the cabin and 
after a hug and a kiss said “Bye Mommy! 
Bye Daddy!” and ran off with the other 
girls to get ready for some activity. Then 
as now you seem to move almost effort-
lessly into new territory and make friends 
out of strangers.  

Congratulations Isabella.  You know we 
love you and so are proud of the young 
woman you have become and are becom-
ing.  But in addition to those well-worn 
phrases that we repeat daily, we asked our-
selves “What does a girl really want to hear 
from her parents at this point in her life?” 

So we want to leave you with this: We trust 
you for your integrity; we respect you for 
your strength of character; we admire you 
for your talents, your intellect, and the 
love you have in such abundance for your 
friends and family; and we support you. As 
you become a young adult, we will always 
be here for you so that you might, in the 
words of Henry David Thoreau “Go confi -
dently in the direction of your dreams and 
live the life you have imagined.” 

High School

Dublin Coffman
High School

Sam,
Eleven years ago, you began your Montes-
sori adventure with great reluctance.  You 
would have been perfectly content to stay 
home with grandma and grandpa everyday 
and I think they felt the same way. Mrs. 
Perumal of Children’s House would soon 
change your minds. Not only was she a 
great teacher, she became a trusted friend. 
Ultimately, the decision to enroll at SJMS 
for fi rst grade was a result of your Chil-
dren’s House experience.

Primary Two saw a few bumps but you 
could not have asked for more compassion-
ate teachers than Kathy and Michelle.  The 
fi rst time you participated in Techno-Trek, 
the teachers commented that you walked 
to Indiana and back. The friendships you 
made in P2 continue today.  You were 
quite excited to move upstairs to Middle 

School. Your enthusiasm was 
genuine for the Middle School 
camping trips; not so much for 
the weekly recitation of “facts”. 
Still, I think you learned a great 
deal about yourself in Middle 
School.  You have never been 
one to conform, even if it would 
have served you well to do so. 

I knew we had made the right decision 
to continue onto Erdkinder when Karla 
stopped me in the hall, and commented 
on how happy you seemed. I am sure we 
should give Michael and Laura some cred-
it for this. It is hard to believe you are now 
moving on to high school. Congratulations 
son, we are very proud of you. 

Love, Mom and Dad 



Gabrielle Eismann High School
Columbus School

for Girls
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Gabrielle,

Who knew a little, four pound “pree-
mie” could grow to be so big and 
achieve so much.  You were so tiny and 
frail when you were born, and we were 
so excited to fi nally bring you home 
after spending your fi rst six weeks in 
the hospital.  We never imagined you 
would become the strong, intelligent, 
and confi dent person you are today.

It seems like yesterday that we were 
at Children’s House curriculum night 
watching you wash pumpkins – over 
and over again.  You have really grown 
so much at St. Joe’s.  We are very proud 
of how you have transformed from the 
very shy little girl we dropped off at 
Children’s House to the confi dent 
young lady that is leaving Erdkinder.

Your hard work and dedication have 
really helped you achieve your goals – 
both at school and outside of school.  
Given all of your commitments out-
side of the classroom, not only have 
you had to stay focused and manage 
your time well in order to keep up on 
your academics, but also your school-
related activities like Power of the Pen, 
MATHCOUNTS, and Chess Club.

We are equally proud of everything you 
have accomplished outside of school.  
All of your sacrifi ces and hard work 
are continuing to pay dividends based 
on your performance in the pool.  We 
know that you are very proud to have 
developed into one of the fastest swim-
mers in the state of Ohio, and are well 
on your way to reaching all of your 
goals in the sport, including having the 
opportunity to swim, not only in high 
school, but also in college.  In addition, 
despite your attempts to downplay 
your interest in chess, you have quietly 
become one of the top 20 female play-
ers in the state of Ohio under the age 
of 18.  We know you have given up a 
lot to achieve these goals, and are very 
proud of you.

We wish you luck with your new ad-
ventures in high school.  Know that we 
will always be there to help you in any 
way we can.

We love you very much,
Mom and Dad

Gabrielle,
I will miss seeing you every day 

at school.  Good luck and be good.
-Jacob

Kyle WelshHigh School

The Charles School

Kyle, we are so proud of you. You 
are smart, funny, strong-willed and 
have always marched to your own 
drummer.

Love always,
Mom and Dad



  4                                              Graduation Supplement

Michael

Flynn

High School
St. Charles 

Preparatory School

Michael,

Born with eyes wide open your slightly 
startled doctor declared “Oh my! Look 
who’s ready for the world”. Fourteen, 
hard to believe, amazing years later 
you are gradating eighth grade and 
onto the adventure of high school. The 
words pride, joy, awe, and love are but 
a few of the emotions we have felt as 
we watched you grow through these 
years. We have no doubt the wonder-
ful qualities that make you who you 
are and how you approach each day – 
with an open mind, open heart, and yes 
open eyes, will allow you to take full 
advantage of all the world has to offer. 

We know you have loved your time 
at SJMS. Friends, teachers, projects, 
trips, art and of course gym and recess 
will always be a part of you. You have 
been given a fi rm foundation in both 
your education and life skills, a head 
start we know you’ll utilize and build 
upon in the coming years. Thank you to 
all the teachers – to those who encour-
aged you to explore and follow your 
interests, those that gently but fi rmly 
pointed you in the right direction help-
ing you realize right from wrong, and 
that words like “thank you” are always 
appreciated, the teachers who never 
gave up on you and who never let you 

give up on yourself, and after it all 
came together, those who continued to 
push you harder, kept it exciting, and 
encouraged you to be a leader in and 
beyond the classroom.

Michael, when we look at you now we 
see a strong intelligent young man who 
carries himself with a quiet confi dence 
and belief that he can do anything he 
sets his mind to. You possess and have 
developed many fi ne qualities that have 
made you into the wonderful person 
you are today, but as we have watched 
you through these years there are a few 
we know will carry you as you move 
into high school and beyond.

Even at the youngest age you hated, 
and we mean hated, to fail at any-
thing. Early on this would sometimes 
derail you in whatever you were try-
ing to accomplish. As you have grown 
you have learned that failure is a part 
of life, but more importantly to use it 
as a learning tool and as motivation to 
move forward. 

You have always displayed a remark-
able amount of courage. Regardless of 
the situation, and often honest about 
your fears and apprehensions, you took 
the fi rst step anyway. Again and again. 
Life will constantly present you with 

these challenges. Take a deep breath 
and take that fi rst step. 

You are an incredibly hard worker. 
Whether it is something you love, (how 
many hours of practice this year?), or 
something not so much (homework), 
you approach each with the same de-
termination to succeed. You have done 
so with very little prodding or com-
plaint, often sacrifi cing personal time 
to complete the task at hand. We are 
very proud of your achievements at 
SJMS and believe you are more than 
ready to take on the challenges and re-
sponsibilities of high school. 

You have a wonderful sense of humor. 
From goofy impressions to slapstick, 
and lately quite the wit, you have al-
ways made us (and yourself) and we’re 
sure others, laugh. We have seen you 
make sure that others are comfortable, 
sometimes at your expense and we fi nd 
it incredibly kind. Your genuine warm 
kindness is a great asset and only adds 
to your charisma. 
Wow. We are so proud of you. 

We love with all our heart
Congratulations. 
Hey world, get ready for Michael!
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Mikhail Hunker
Remember 

When...
Dear Mik,
You recently shared with us, that as a 
fi ve-year-old, coming to SJMS was a 
big transition. It was the fi rst time you 
were on your own without the assis-
tance of your family to meet and make 
new friends. While scary at fi rst, you 
immediately loved everything about 
CH3, your new school, and being with 
Janet and Janette, and then Janet and 
Emily. P1 was awesome. With Di-
ane and Michelle, and later Sally and 
Dawn. Your world of learning really 
started to open. Aftercare with Linda 
and the other aftercare teachers became 
an important part of each day’s learn-
ing experience. The overnight trip to 
Catawba and Lake Erie in third grade 
was a true adventure. In Middle School 
Karla, Bill, Susan, and Nancy proved 
to be a great teaching ensemble – they 
caused you to work even harder and to 
appreciate learning in many new ways 
– Bill’s Aikido lessons brought togeth-
er many levels of learning. Cabining 
at Camp L.O.M.O. was another great 
highlight.

Erdkinder with Michael and Laura has 
been both challenging and enjoyable 
for you. Last year’s Boston trip proved 
to be an incredibly fun learning experi-
ence and was your fi rst time away from 
home for so long. We missed you, but 
know you gained from the trip in many 
ways. We feel certain Washington D.C. 
will be equally as memorable.

For most of your time at SJMS, you 
have also had the privilege of learning 
in other ways from Marty, Roxanne, 
Sandra, Robert, Jane, Karla, Senora 
Maria, and more recently Cathy and 
Samary. The arts, religion, physical 
education, the study of health, lan-
guages, and the shared love of reading 
have been well represented at SJMS! 
Your passion for art and music have 
fostered, nurtured, and enhanced dur-
ing your time here.

What a great place SJMS has been 
for you! Going to Wellington will be 
a whole new experience and we are 
sure you will embrace that transition 
as well. Your curiousity and creativ-
ity have served you well. We know 
you will continue to ask questions and 
seek new ways of doing just about ev-
erything. SJMS has helped you under-
stand there are few limitations to your 
capabilities… Keep challenging your-
self!

We love you, always and incredibly. 
Mom & Dad

High School
The Wellington School

Interest Fair

Cookies & Carols

DARE Graduation

Grandparents’ Day
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Waymond Smoot High School
The Wellington School

Dear Waymond,
We can’t believe that your graduation date 
is upon us!  Words cannot describe how 
proud of you we all are.  You have achieved 
what many thought was not possible and 
you have overcome so many obstacles.  
Never did you give up.  You always stayed 
so positive and always thought the best in 
people and respected people even if they 
did not afford you the same.  Your compas-
sion and kindness for others are traits that 
we admire in you.

It was the perseverance, hard work and ad-
vocacy of Carolyn Thomas and Consuelo 
Green in those early Children’s House 
years that built an incredible foundation of 
success for you.  They are the reason you 
remained at St. Joe’s and successfully tran-
sitioned into the higher levels.  We will be 
forever indebted to these two teachers who 
could have easily given up, but instead, 
demanded support for you and demanded 
the highest levels of performance from 
you because they could see your potential.  
Today, you have delighted us all by your 
outstanding accomplishments.

We also wish to express our appreciation 

for Kathy Koehler, Nancy Addington, 
Karla McKenna, Bill Reed, Susan Wall-
ing, Roxanne Holonitch, Sandra Matheny, 
Laura Frey, Michael Graham and Marty 
Gossett for their support of you over the 
years. 

You are our last child to go through SJMS—
you did the full journey of 11 years.  We 
will truly miss everything but those interest 
fair projects.  We are thrilled at the person 
you have become during this journey and 
look forward to watching you progress to 
the next level.  Every parent likes to think 
that their child will be the one who will 
discover a cure for cancer, and we are no 
different.  The thing is, with the hours you 
spend doing independent science research 
just for fun even at age 14, we look at you 
and say, “Huh—he probably will discover 
a cure for something!”

Know that you are a child of God and 
deeply loved by Him and all of us.  Look 
life right in the face and say, “ready or not, 
here I come!”

Love,
Mom, Dad, Tanija, and Kevin Jr.

Dear Teja,
We remember the days you started at SJMS 
as 2nd grader. You have shown us how 
“time fl ies”, seeing you now in 8th grade, 
soon getting ready to go to high school. 
Your growth and development has made 
us very proud. We always had confi dence 
in you, although at times we were worried 
how you would cope with a large class at 
school. Self motivation in you helped you 
excel at school. Self introspection within 
you helped you grow as an individual with 
good nature.

Shashaank 
“Teja” Parasa

High School
Metro High School

The selfl ess love and care you show your 
younger brother is a testament of your 
growth. You are a great 
example for him.

We are thankful to your teachers at SJMS. 
The guidance of your teachers at SJMS 
was a key factor in your growth and de-
velopment as well. Your knowledge and 
hard work is appreci-
ated. Keep up the good 
work, we love you. 

Hope you too had a re-
warding time at SJMS. 
These are precious 
moments to cherish for 
many years to come.

Love & Best Wishes, 
Mom, Dad & Shirish
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Lila Henninger
Lila,
According to the Birthday Book, those 
born on February 28th have a “zest for 
life.” You defi nitely lived up to that one! 
By the age of two, you were stopping 
people in the grocery store, park, library or 
wherever we were to tell them about your 
life story and the exciting news of the day. 
As parents we rarely had to interact with 
the outside world. We stood by quietly as 
you drew people into your world with your 
infectious enthusiasm. 

At the age of four, your passion for learn-
ing led us to “A Growing Place” in St. 
Louis where you began your Montessori 
education. We never thought we’d fi nd an-
other school with such a wonderful, nur-
turing environment to foster you eagerness 
to learn, but we certainly did. 

We visited St. Joseph’s during a trip to 
Columbus as we were planning our fourth 
move in six years. As we walked through 
the halls, I grabbed Nathan’s hand and 
said, “Lila is going here!”

Despite the sacrifi ces we have had to make, 
we knew that we made the right decision 
during the fi rst visit to your P2 Classroom. 
As I gazed around the room, among all the 
activity, I spotted you in the corner reading 
a book…and twirling!

You’ve grown so much, Lila! From your 
teacher’s comments to your grandmother’s 
tears at interest fair everywhere we go we 
hear what a wonderful person you are and 
how much you have blossomed. We are so 
proud of the beautiful, warm and intelli-
gent young woman you have become. 
We are so excited about your new adven-
ture into high school. 

We will be here with you through it all. 
Oh the places you will go, Lila! We cannot 
wait to see where your story leads. Never 
lose that zest for life!

We love you so much. 
Kelly and Nathan

High School
Metro High School

Without the least fear or anxiety, in the fall 
of 2001 you cheerfully told us you’d see us 
later, and off you ran into Children’s House 
5, eager to explore and make friends. It 
was harder on us than you! The following 
spring, at your fi rst birthday at SJMS, you 
were four years old and your class gathered 
around in a circle. You walked solemnly 
around the circle carrying the planet Earth, 
symbolically counting out your four years. 
At the end you told all of us that your wish 
was to one day be in control of everything 
and everyone on the planet.

It doesn’t seem like it could have been that 
long ago, but the earth has travelled around 
the sun ten more times since then. You 
have come a long way, John. You have ma-
tured into a responsible young man, ready 
for new challenges. You remain ever curi-

John Markiewicz
High School
St. Charles 

Preparatory School

ous, fearless still, always fascinated with 
something. You have a striking gift for 
fi nding friends wherever you fi nd yourself. 
We are thankful for your connection with 
the many amazing people you have met at 
SJMS. The community you found at SJMS 
has been a source of strength and joy as 
you have grown, and you have never hesi-
tated to tell anyone who would listen how 
much you loved your school. 

We are excited to see how you will rise to 

the challenge of high school! And we are 
confi dent that you will build on your suc-
cess as you boldly head out into the future. 
Follow your muse! Break new ground! 
And always keep a record of your journey, 
preferably in haiku form, decorated with 
gamboling cats. Good job, sir! We salute 
you!
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Andres 
Walliser-Wejebe

High School
Bishop Ready
High School

Dear Andres:
We are so happy for you today. You are 
a wonderful son and an intelligent, kind 
and funny human being. Eleven years 
of Montessori education, ten at Saint 
Joseph, have been an amazing jour-
ney of discoveries, constant research, 
wonder, curiosity and discipline taught 
with pride. Your teachers have done 
their job, thank you all! And now you 
move on to start a new chapter in your 
life and we are immensely proud. 

We have your wonderful stories pub-
lished during Primary years well kept 
in our library, all the Interest Fair  proj-
ects, the Techno-Trek memories and 
not to forget the Talent shows, the con-
certs, the plays, competitions like Pow-
er of the Pen, or Math Counts, all done 
without fear or hesitation, only joy and 
anticipation.  It has been a pleasure to 
witness every one of your accomplish-
ments in and out of the report cards. 

Your love for music and your dedica-
tion have completed your education 
in ways we can’t describe but make 

us wonder just how far you will go, 
thank you Sandra and Gary. Remem-
ber, “shoot for the moon because even 
if you miss, you will still be among the 
stars” Les Brown. 

Andres life may not be easy at times, 
but rest assure that with your hard 
work, discipline, good humor and dis-
position  you will conquer anything. 
Your enthusiasm towards life is amaz-
ing, keep strong and never stop believ-
ing in yourself.

As Pope John Paul II said: “Peace is 
not just the absence of war. Like a ca-
thedral, peace must be constructed pa-
tiently and with unshakable faith” May 
you live each and every day like that. 

With all our love, Your Parents

Dear Bubba,
You made it! It’s been 10 long years of 
Interest Fairs and May Concerts but 
now your time at Saint Joe’s is coming 
to a close.  I hope that when you look 
back at those late nights and the early 
mornings from Children’s House to 
Erdkinder, you’ll remember them with 
a smile. Needless to say, I am proud of 
all that you have accomplished so far 
and I can’t wait to see what you achieve  
in the years to come. Go Knights! 
Love, Tis

Leda
Hickey

High School
Bishop Watterson 

High School

Leda has really enjoyed her 
time at St Joes. The Bell Choir 
has been a great experience, 
and she has really grown as 
an individual during her time 
here. Laura and Michael has 
been very positive role mod-
els. We will miss the St Joes 
family experience. Thanks for 
everything to all of the staff. 



  St. Joseph Montessori School                  9

J H H G L E A H C I M L W F M 
Z X E A L S A L L Y E E I A A 
O H Z B E I A J E T O L B L S 
L W M R Z Q A R G Z K J Y T A 
R M D I G Y S H I U D R A K R 
L N H E V R N S K W N L T Y S 
A L R L N G A N V I O E F X S 
D W M L P B S S N U M D O G E 
R Y T E E R J R J O Y A W P Z 
X E W L Y Z E O F A A S G L I 
E G L R Z D H S F X W F E G U 
R A Q M G N B P M E V W J S B 
D Y W T K A C G Y S I R F K C 
C G S D K I S U W S K L U R S 
E F A E Q G K M N M K V T K K 

ANDRES 
GABRIELLE 
ISABELLA 

JOHN 
KYLE 
LEDA 
LILA 

Graduation Word Search

Answers on Page 11

MICHAEL 
MIKHAIL 

SALLY 
SAM 
TEJA 

WAYMOND 
ZOE



Sally Squires
High School

Metro High School
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Well, we’re not sure that can be topped, 
but we’ll see what we can add. 

Sally, almost everyone in your SJMS 
family knows you have a beautiful 
voice. But what they probably don’t 
know is that you were singing in the 
delivery room, moments after you were 
born, and you haven’t stopped since! 
You cooed up and down, as if you were 
checking the range of your new voice. 
You were so calm, and you looked 
directly into our eyes. An older nurse 
smiled softly, and told us you were 
very special, and that you were going 
to bring us a lot of joy. We guessed that 
she said that to all new parents, but she 
assured us, she did not. Somehow, she 
knew that there was something extraor-
dinary about you. Was she ever right. 

Your capacity for empathy and your 
keen perception of everything around 
you doesn’t always feel like a gift to 

Without Sally, the world would be missing all its life, including me. 
It would be missing its seasons and its changes. It would be miss-
ing love, music and beauty. Because she is here, it has all of these 
things.  - Simon

you, we know. It forces you to think 
about aspects of things that don’t al-
ways occur to people, and that can be 
very diffi cult. You feel things deeply, 
and are hard-wired to love justice 

and fairness. But it is your capacity 
to love and to give of yourself that 
makes you such a gift to everyone 
who knows you. We smile about how 
you are like the pied piper to animals 
and small children - those who can 
see you with pure hearts, who can 
receive the love you so generously 
share with them. None have benefi t-
ted from this so much as your little 
brother, Simon. 

It will be thrilling to see where your 
passions lead you. The hardest part 
for you will be narrowing it down! 
Twelve years at SJMS have well pre-
pared you to learn and grow in the 
exciting years just ahead of you. We 
are so proud of you, and so grateful 
that you landed in our lives. 

With love, Mommy, Daddy and Si-
mon 

John - $3,000 (one-time)

Zoe- $8,000 (4-year)

$ Scholarships $
Mikhail- $3,500 (4-year)

Waymond- $6,00 (4-year)
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High School
The Wellington School

Zoe Mak

It feels like only yesterday you fi rst 
came to St. Joe’s with me to drop your 
brother off for his fi rst day of school 
and you sat quietly through the New 
Parents Coffee in your stroller. For the 
next two years you coveted the idea 
of going to the “big kid’s school”, so 
you couldn’t have been happier to join 
your new friend Nicole in Caroline and 
Consuelo’s classroom.  

That fi rst day was the beginning of an 
amazing eleven year adventure. You 
have learned not only how to read and 
write, history, do math and science and 
manage your own time, but you have 
learned to love doing these things. 

Along the way you have faced chal-
lenges. You were convinced that you 
hated math and could never do Math 
Facts fl ash cards. Susan challenged 
that stubborn little girl and you passed 
with fl ying colors and also learned that 
with determination that you could do 
anything you set your mind to.

I couldn’t be more pleased with the 
way you have learned to navigate so-
cial challenges and SJMS has given 
you the support to learn confl ict reso-
lution and acceptance of other’s differ-
ences. It is never easy being an ado-

lescent girl, but you have handled all 
of these challenges with grace. Along 
the way your compassionate heart has 
helped you and this skill will take you 
far.

Most amazingly, I have watched you 
blossom from the crazy, little girl with 
the big smile who wanted to hide be-
hind her big brother’s hand-me-down 
clothes and her silly sense of humor 
to a beautiful young woman who still 
has that zany sense of humor and big 
smile, but is confi dent in herself and 
willing to push herself to always be 
better. These gifts will serve you well, 
not only in the next four years at Wel-
lington, but long after.

Continue to challenge yourself, laugh 
with gusto and look for the best in the 
world. That is your gift and you will 
go far. 

We love you and are so proud of you.
Mom

Total Number of Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwiches: 1,980
Total Number of Spiral Bound, Non-perforated, single subject notebooks: 40
Total Number of Miles Driven To and From SJMS: 1800
Total Number of Interest Fair Tri-fold Boards: 8

Total Value of a Zany, Well-Rounded, 
Well-Educated, Conversant and Beautiful Daughter:   Priceless…

Love, Dad
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Good Luck!

We will miss 
you!


