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S.T.E.M. on Skates!

O
Thomas Hohmann shared his ideas 

for improving roller skates.
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Once the lesson was complete, our 
students enjoyed some time to skate.
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Our Middle School class enjoyed their STEM fi eld trip, including the bus ride.

        ur Middle School students 
found a way to mix fun and learning 
together. On March 4th, the group 
ventured to SkateZone 71 for an en-
riching STEM lesson involving the 
science behind roller skating.

The trip included a lesson on STEM, 
the reverse engineering of a roller 
skate, and developing ideas on im-
proving roller skates. 

Once their lunch break was over, the 
group enjoyed an hour of free skat-
ing to fun music. Thank you Skate-
Zone 71 for a wonderful lesson.
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Maddy Wood and Meena Lee (MS) are two of the 
eighteen students from SJMS to participate in the show.

Diocese Art Show

For another year, the Diocese of 
Columbus kindly invited St. Joseph 
Montessori School, and the many 
other diocesan elementary schools, 
to participate in their annual art 
show. 

Due to the limited exhibition space 
at the Holy Spirit School in White-

Erdkinder Tours
Greek Orthodox Church
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In February, our Erdkinder class 
traveled south to the Greek Ortho-
dox Church downtown. They par-
ticipated in a guided tour by John 
Bizious that focued on the artwork, 
architecture and history of the build-
ing. This fi eld trip tied into their Re-
ligion and World History classes.

hall, each school was allowed to 
showcase 18 pieces of student art-
work. The art show was open to 
visitors from March 12 – 13. 

Each student, from Kindergarten 
through 8th grade, that participated 
in the show also received a certifi -
cate of participation.
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More Motivated Mondays!

Cathy Johanni and her group leaders demonstrated the prayer circle.

Variety is the spice of life; it is also 
true when it comes to our Motivated 
Mondays. Since its inception in Au-
gust, our students have experienced 
over 20 new physical activities that 
encourage movement, health, fi t-
ness, as well as focus and concen-
tration in the classroom. 

Themes for these activities include: 
hula dancing, all-school prayer cir-
cle, “Sweatin’ to the Oldies” with 
Richard Simmons, army boot camp, 
dance party, Zumba, yoga, and 
many more.  

Don’t forget to stop by Ryan Hall 
each Monday morning to see what 
we have in store for our students.

Justin Cockrell, Fiona York, and 
McKenna Merriman (ERD) learned 
many interesting facts about the 

church.
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James Messerly and Adam Fellows (MS) are paired with Ike and 
Drake Lashutka (CH4) as their Mass Buddies.

Mass Buddies

Madeline French and 
her fi rst place trophy.
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Katie Zerbi (MS) steered the SJMS 
ship for a day in February.

Head of School for the Day
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Power of the Pen 
Winner

Rice Bowls

This winter, our 7th and 8th grade 
Power of the Pen team competed 
at Gahanna Middle School West 
against students in our district. 
Madeline French placed fi rst among 
all 8th grader writers. Congratual-
tions Madeline!

In January, our Kindergarten stu-
dents from the Children’s House 
classrooms were introduced to Mass 
with the help of Mass Buddies. 

Their Mass Buddies are Middle 

Move over, Matt. There’s a new 
Head of School in town! On Febru-
ary 18th, Katie Zerbi led the school 
as Head of School for the Day. 

As a special treat, she savored a de-
licious lunch from the North Market 
with Matt and a friend. 

For the school, Katie provided the 
elementary building with a movie 
during lunch time and planned a fun 
spirit week for the school to enjoy.

Katie earned this prestigious title by 
winning this item at the Winter Fes-
tival raffl e.

During Lent, the students from our 
5th grade class created a Rice Bowl 
Task Force to work on our Lenten 
Rice Bowl campaign. 

By using the cardboard “rice 
bowls,” they collected money that 
was later donated to Catholic Relief  
Services to be distributed to help 
the poor and vulnerable throughout 
the world.

School students that will be positive 
role models for our younger stu-
dents. They have met in the atrium 
and learned the appropriate behav-
iors that are needed for a positive 
service at Sacred Heart Church.
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Physics Lesson Using Buckeye Bullet
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Michael Johanni brought science to life with a presentation on the Buckeye Bullet.

Michael Johanni, a member of the 
Buckeye Bullet engineering team 
and the son of Cathy Johanni, visit-
ed our Erdkinder classroom to share 
information with our sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade classes.

He discussed the physics behind 
speed, the design process, and the 
development of automotive tech-
nology. The students asked good 
questions and got to hold the steer-

ing wheel from the Venturi Buckeye 
Bullet 3, which holds an interna-
tional land speed record for electric 
vehicles in its class.

Clothing Donations to Weinland Park
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McKenna Merriman and Paige Gibson (ERD) helped deliver the new 
clothing donations to Weinland Park.

We are a school community that 
is grateful for all the blessings we 
have each day. To demonstrate this 
gratitude, our Winter Festival com-
mittee planned a clothing drive that 
would help the Weinland Park com-
munity.

Before our annual Winter Festi-
val, the committee challenged the 
school community to donate new 
clothing for children and adults. The 
outpouring of support was amazing. 
We collected an entire tote of new 
clothing.

In January, some of our Erdkinder 
students helped deliver the clothing 
to their community center.
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Interest 
Fair!

Amirah Lomax (ERD)
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For another year, St. Joseph Mon-
tessori School hosted an exciting 
evening of learning and research at 
the annual Interest Fair on February 
25. 

Students from Middle School and 
Erdkinder presented their projects 
to a team of judges that scored their 
projects, presentation, and work. 
Our Primary level students are en-
couraged to create a project, but are 
not judged on their work. 

This project challeges students to 
use a variety of skills: research, arts 
& crafts, writing, and public speak-
ing. To complete their Interest Fair 
project, students must write a de-
tailed paper, create a three-dimen-
sional project, as well as a tri-fold 
board that showcases their research.

There was a great variety of topics 
this year on display. As you walked 
up and down the aisles, you would 
see historical events, famous  peo-
ple, and hobbies.

“I am always impressed with the 
quality of the projects and the topics 
explored,” said Roxanne Holonitch.

The next day, the entire student 
body was invited to walk through 
Ryan Hall to see the projects and 
talk with these creative students. 

After the week was done, many stu-
dents already shared their ideas for 
next year.

Dominc Paul (P3)

Jaycie Getzinger (P1)

Isabella Gant (MS)

Francis Esker (P3)

Avry Overly-Sheterom (MS)
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Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Kyle Martin
Communications Coordinator

Guess Who? jr.
Answer

Justin Cockrell
Erdkinder

monty jr.
Spring is here! 

Try our fun connect-the-dots activity to see what spring will bring.



Class of 2011

St. Charles 
Preparatory School

SJMS Class of 2012
Michael Flynn

SJMS Class of 2013
Michael Weaver*

SJMS Class of 2015
Matthew Hohmann*

Honor Roll
For the second quarter, many of our 
SJMS alumni have earned Honor Roll 
status at St. Charles Preparatory School. 
To earn Honor Roll status, students 
must earn a 3.50 or better GPA. If they 
have an * after their name, it indicates a 
4.0 or better GPA.

Chris Demuro

Alumni News
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Courtney D’Angelo

Class of 2006Class of 2000
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Abby James

Courtney has offi cially joined the Trin-
ity Irish Dance Company. She will tour 
with the group this summer when they 
travel to Japan.

This winter, Chris Demuro participated 
in a group art show at Glass Axis. He is 
a Studio Technician at Toledo Museum 
of Art Glass Studio and Studio Tech at 
The Toledo Museum of Art. He stud-
ied glass art at the Bowling Green State 
University.

Class of 2004

Mandy (Mengel) Goetze

The Montessori tradition continues with 
Mandy and her family. In February, she 
enrolled her son, Brody, into Montes-
sori Academy in Nashville, Tennessee.

Kayla Hartford
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On Valentine’s Day, Kayla received 
the best gift ever - an engagement ring 
from her now fi ance, Michael Lawn. 
She happily said yes! Congratulations, 
Kayla!

Ariel Miller
In December, Ariel Miller graduated 
from The University of Cincinnati with 
her master’s degree in Marketing and a 
certifi cate in Innovation.

Abby is currently living in Los An-
geles pursuing a career in public rela-
tions and behind the scenes work for 
fi lm and television. She has earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Cinema and Me-
dia Studies at Oberlin College. She 
has started painting again, focusing on 
skills with watercolor.



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

April
4: Classes resume

5: SJMS Art Exhibition
 Angela Meleca Gallery

12: Board of Trustees Meeting

13: Montessori U.

18: Mass

22: Spring Picture Day

25 - 29: Spring Bookfair
 
29: Grandfriends’ Day

May
3: Annual Meeting

5: Band & Bells Concert

6: Spanish Fiesta (AM)
     POPWalk! - (PM)

9-13: Erdkinder Trip
 Optional Conferences

19: Variety Show

26: End of Year Mass

30: Memorial Day
 NO SCHOOL

June
1: Last Day of School
 (1:30 dismissal)
 Bowling Party

Read the clues and check out the picture of our latest “Guess Who?” 
The answer is located on page 6.

Guess Who? jr.
1. “Guess Who? jr” wants to live in New 
York City when he grows up.

2. “Guess Who? jr.” likes the color 
purple. 

3. “Guess Who? jr.” enjoys painting with 
watercolor.

4. “Guess Who? jr.” started at SJMS in 
the 6th grade.

Newspaper Editor
Roxanne Holonitch

rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

1. I once rode a bicycle almost 600 miles 
with a friend from Springfi eld, Ohio to 
Atlanta, Georgia in under two weeks.

2. I co-founded an alternative weekly news-
paper in Eugene, Oregon that I helped write 
and design.

3. I’m a published comic artist and cartoonist.

4. I once provided voice for an animated 
cartoon in which I played a person with a 
cheeseburger for a head.

5. I fi nd math endlessly fascinating.

6. I’ve worked 22 jobs in 5 different states.


