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Slim Goodbody Shares Body-ology
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Slim was impressed with 
Ava’s (P3) song choice.

Marty was “swept off her feet” with Slim Goodbody’s 
presentation to our school.

O
By:  Miles Fleming

Middle School

           n Friday, March 9th, Slim 
Goodbody visited SJMS to share 
his Body-ology presentation to our 
entire school in Ryan Hall. 

Parents may remember Slim, and 
his unique body suit, from their 
childhood.

Slim used a great slide presentation, 
along with songs and dance, to get 
our students excited about living a 
healthy life.

He also invited many students to the 

stage as part of the show. 

Amirah Lomax, in the 4th grade, 
said, “he was funny. I loved the Dia-
phragm song.”
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By:  Thea Paltani
Primary 1

Sharon Burch and 
Freddie the Frog Visit SJMS
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STOP! DROP! ROLL! Fire Safety from CFD

Students saw fi rsthand how a fi re engine works to save lives.
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Sharon Burch and Freddie the Frog

Sharon Burch, a children’s book 
author, visited SJMS with Freddie 
the Frog and Eli the Elephant in our 
multi purpose room. 

For our younger students, she shared 
her stories with a slide show and 
puppets. 

For the Erdkinder level, Sharon dis-
cussed the steps in publishing chil-
dren’s books.

Our students really enjoyed this 
guest speaker.

On February 10th, fi remen from the Co-
lumbus Fire Department visited SJMS 
to share fi re safety tips. Sparky the Dog, 
the mascot for their station, also came 
to get the children excited about safety. 
Students even had a chance to see a real 
fi re engine up close. 

By:  Katie Zerbi
Primary 1

Sparky the Dog met with 
our students.
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Thank You!
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Our “Giving Full Circle” is just 
about full.

We offer a special thank you to all 
those who contributed to our “Giving 
Full Circle” program this year. 

As you can see in our main hallway, 
many people were inspired to support 
our annual fund and fi ll the circle.
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Our Middle School and Erdkinder students performed “12 days of SJMS” 
during a Catholic School Week Assembly.

Catholic Schools & Montessori Education Week 

Spring Gala: A Fundraising Success

Elma Pundavela and Carol Skrade were on hand 
to celebrate SJMS alum, Stephen Weed.
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A wonderful evening was enjoyed 
by all at the Ohio State Student 
Union to support our annual Spring 
Gala. 

Friends of SJMS - including staff, 
teachers, and parents - were out to 
contribute to our Tuition Assistance 
through silent and live auction 
items. 

Stephen Weed, an alum of SJMS, 
was awarded the Ambasador Award 
for his continued support to the 
school.

This year, we brought Catholic 
Schools Week and Montessori Edu-
cation Week together into one glori-
ous event for our students. 

The week began with an exciting as-
sembly, which featured a song writ-

ten Karla McKenna and the Middle 
School class called, “Twelve Days 
of SJMS.” 

Next, Erdkinder hosted a Spaghetti 
Dinner as a fundraiser. 

On Thursday, our students attended 
our Presentation of the Lord Mass at 
Sacred Heart Church. 

This activity really showcases how 
special SJMS is, as a Catholic Mon-
tessori institution.
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By: Janelle Ingraham Dwyer, 
Sky Jackett, Winston Basso-

Schricker, McKenna Merriman, 
Nicholas Olmstead, Andrea 
Richter, Braeden Singleton, 
Ian Reardon, Simon Squires, 

and Olivia Shuff
Primary 1

Primary 1 students experimented with fungi.

Fungi Fun
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For three weeks, the third years in Pri-
mary 1 have been conducting fungi 
experiments as part of our study of the 
6 Kingdoms.  We split into groups of 
two and we researched experiments to 
conduct.  Luckily, no one choose two 
of the same.  

We tested either yeast or mold.  All of 
the experiments had exciting and unex-
pected results.  For   example, Janelle 
and Nicholas had to watch a variety of 
foods mold.  They thought the cheese 
would mold fi rst, but the milk separat-
ed and molded fi rst and then after that 
it was the bread.  Another surprising 
result was when Winston and McKen-
na put yeast in three different liquids: 

soda, fl at soda and water.  They pre-
dicted the balloon, which was placed 
on top of each bottle, would fi ll with 
the most carbon dioxide, in the soda 
bottle, but it defl ated after 1 or 2 days.  
The fl at soda fi lled the balloon the most 
and it lasted over a week! 

Overall, we had a great time conducting 
these experiments.  We then presented 
them to the rest of the class.  We are 
currently growing oyster mushrooms in 
class. We had lots of fungi fun!

Blood Lessons in Middle School

On Tuesday, February 7th, Mike 
Squires, father of Simon and Sally, 
came to the Middle School classroom 
to teach the students about blood.

He started with a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on blood and Blood Typing. Then, 
he told the class about what would hap-
pen if you mixed certain  antigen with-
other antigens. He also let the students 
see a picture of the mixing of antigens.

Mike even presented a situation where 
a thief left blood on a cookie jar, and 
the students were given experiment 
goggles to test samples. In the end, 

By: Penelope Roth
4th Grade

Mike and the class determined the thief 
had type B blood and they found the 
suspect.

In the afternoon, the classes looked at 
slides that Mike prepared. They were 
able to see the components found in 
blood. The students also were asked to 
draw a picture of what they saw.

The Middle School class spends a spe-
cial thank you to Mike for his time and 
effort in this presentation.

Play with Clay
For the month of January, all the 
students in the elementary building 
worked with clay in the artroom.

A month may seem like a long time, 
but it was worth it.

Students used their hands and clay 
tools to create pinch and coil pots. 
Next, after the fi rst fi re in the kiln, 
they chose fun colors for the glaze.

Then, after the fi nal fi re in the kiln, 
studets wrapped their pottery to take 
home as a gift.

This is always great fun for all.
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Sky Jackett (P1) learned about Tsunamis.

Dr. Michael Dorer Shares 
Montessori Theory
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“Interesting” Topics at Interest Fair
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LilyKate Harpham (MS) shared 
facts on Jim Henson.

Isabella McCombs-Byrne (P2) took 
on the topic of plant science.

Christian Jones (P3) learned 
about snakes.

On February 29th, our staff “leaped 
forward” with professional develop-
ment with a visit from Dr. Michael 
Dorer. He shared his Montessori 
theories to a full house. Many edu-

cators from neighboring Montessori 
schools also joined in this wonder-
ful enrichment. Dr. Dorer created an 
evening presentation for parents.

Our multi-purpose room found “purpose” with Dr. Dorer.
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Spring 
Book Fair

For another year, the Scholastic 
Spring Book Fair was a huge suc-
cess. Students were invited to shop 
for their favorite books, posters, and 
fun school supplies. 

To keep the book fair energy going, 
two students were chosen each day 
at lunch to receive a $10 gift certifi -
cate for their purchases.

Some of the items available in-
cluded: young adult novels, picture 
books, cookbooks, and collectibles.

February 23rd was an “interesting” 
day for SJMS. This was when our 
students presented their Interest Fair 
projects to a room full of intrigued 
judges.

That night, each of our Middle 
School and Erdkinder students pre-
sented their tri-fold boards, research 
papers, and 3-D projects.

This event is a great way for our 
students to practice public speaking  
and researching skills.

Many of the judges left the event 
with positve comments about our 
students.

The next morning, the school host-
ed a breakfast that brought in many 
guests to see the wonderful proj-
ects.
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New Carpeting in Hallways

Summer Ballet for Sally
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Doodle 4 Google

Continuing Montessori Nights for Parents
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This winter, the halls in our elemen-
tary building received a makeover.

Over the long Martin Luther King 
Day weekend, workers installed the 
brightly decorated carpet squares in  
the lower and upper levels of the el-
ementary building.

The materials were generously do-
nated, while the school was to only 
pay for the labor.

Just another way we continue to im-
prove the facilities for our students.

Dawn McCombs is one of the teachers who shared 
insight into our Primary classrooms.

New carpet in our hallways.

Sally Squires (ERD) has recently 
been accepted into the prestigious 
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp with 
their Summer Ballet Ensemble. 

To help with the cost, Sally was 
awarded a $900 scholarship.

She will enjoy four weeks of inten-
sive training in Michigan this sum-
mer. Sally was one of 35 students 
accepted into this wonderful pro-
gram. Congratulations, Sally!

Sally practices for her 
great summer opportunity.

Parents and teachers came together 
for our Continuing Montessori se-
ries. In January, our Primary and 
Specialists’ teachers shared the ben-
efi ts of continuing their children’s 
education choice with SJMS. An-
other meeting, featuring Middle 
School, shared a similar message to 
parents. 

Correction
In the previous issue of the Mon-
tessorian - Volume 27, Issue 2 
- Sidney Flynn’s name was mis-
spelled. We apologize to her and 
her family.

As a fun twist to our art curriculum, 
students in the Primary and Middle 
School levels were given an oppor-
tunity to create submissions for the 
Doodle 4 Google Logo Contest.

As you may know, Google is well-
known for their creative logos on 
the front page of their website. They 
created this contest to get students 
excited about drawing.

The national winner of the contest 
will receive a college scholarship, 
money for their school’s technol-
ogy department, and their drawing 
featured on the Google website for 
a day. Good luck!
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Answer on Page 9.

Cave Maze
Help the bear fi nd its way back to the cave.

There are many ways to help our 
school, and most are at the grocery 
stores you use everyday. By partici-
pating in these programs, you are 
helping our school with additional 
funding and supplies.

Support SJMS on Your Next Shopping Trip
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Garrett meets Bert the Conquerer

Garrett Meets
Bert the Conquerer

SJMS Summer 
Learning Camp

In February, Garrett Thesing met one of 
his idols, Bert from the show “Bert the 
Conquerer,” at the Travel Show in the 
Convention Center. To prepare for this, 
Garrett created a fun t-shirt. In meeting 
Garrett, Bert was really impressed with 
the shirt.

Future Engineers
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Our second grade students learned 
about careers in engineering.

On February 16th, the second year 
students from our Primary class-
rooms learned about career oppor-
tunities in the fi eld of engineering. 

Devon Seal from the engineering 
fi rm of Gresham, Smith, and Part-
ners visited our school to share the 
variety of engineering careers avail-
able to young adults. She is a chem-
ical engineer that works with the de-
icing system on airplanes.

Devon also read a book that enter-
tained the group by explaining that 
an engineer doesn’t just drive a 
train. 

To help demonstrate an engineering 
problem, Devon asked Alivia Brello 
(P3) to help with an experiment.

After the event, the students were 
invited to participate in a drawing 
contest about engineering careers.

Earth Scouts Earn
Human Rights Badge

This year, our Earth Scouts decided 
to put on a play to earn their Human 
Rights badge. 

They performed a played about Rosa 
Parks. Rosa Parks is best known for 
her struggles in equality. 

The students performed the bus 
scene in front of parents and the 
Junior Earth Scouts. The play was 
written by Isabella Vegas, in our 
Middle School classroom.

By: Olivia Vegas
Primary 1



   9

Erdkinder Fundraising 
Balance Sheet

The Erdkinder class is working 
hard to raise money for their class 
trip in May.  

We would like to thank you for  
supporting us now and in the fu-
ture. We appreciate your continued 
support and participation in our 
fundraisers. 

Tri-Fold Board Sale
                237.00
Gallery Hop Babysitting
                452.00
Interest Fair Cafe
                759.00
Spaghetti Dinner
                721.48

Guess Who?

Samary Cecchetti
Spanish

Feb. - Mar. 2012

Guess Who?
Answer

Ph
ot

o:
 R

. 
H

ol
on

it
ch

Teja Parasa (ERD) helps students 
select their desserts.

Borrower’s Book Club

Club Spotlight

Club Spotlight is a new article series 
that will feature a school club with 
each new edition of the newspaper.

Led by Victoria Windsor, our Media 
Specialist, The Borrower’s Book 
Club met on February 3rd and 17th 
to discuss the book, “The Borrow-
ers.”

On the meeting days, students 
packed a lunch and met in the multi-
purpose room at 11:30 to discuss the 
book. This was a self-directed activ-
ity with many great conversations 
and questions about the book.

To share in the fun, parents were 
also invited to attend and review the 
book.

Watch for other fun activities with 
Victoria. She has a wealth of knowl-
edge to share with SJMS.
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Guess Who?monty jr.
Answer

Good-bye, 
Old Friend...

It may just be a chair to most people, 
but the blue offi ce chair in the art room 
has been a favorite for students. Sadly, 
we have lost this furniture treasure to 
a broken leg this month. It will be re-
placed, but not forgotten.
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Class of 2004

Are you on Facebook?

Join the SJMS Alumni Group on 
Facebook to keep in touch with all 

your buddies from SJMS.

Class of 1979
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Amanda Maxfi eld

Judson McLevey

St. Charles 
Preparatory School

For the second quarter, many of 
our SJMS alumni have earned 
Honor and Merit Roll status at St. 
Charles Preparatory School. To 
earn Honor Roll status, students 
must earn a 3.50 or better GPA. To 
receive Merit Roll status, students 
must earn a 3.00 to 3.49 GPA.

SJMS Class of 2008
Christopher D’Angelo (4.0+)
Anderson Speed (4.0+)
Adam Henderson  (Honor Roll)

SJMS Class of 2009
Kevin Smoot (4.0+)
Tommy O’Neil (Honor Roll)
Aaron Ault (Merit Roll)

SJMS Class of 2010
Elliott Narcross (Honor Roll)
Nicholas Salamon (Merit Roll)

SJMS Class of 2011
Sam Kukor (4.0+)

Honor & Merit 
Roll

Amanda will be attending Emory Uni-
versity this fall to begin work towards a 
doctorate in Biological Anthropology. 
She expects to complete this program 
in 6 years. Amanda credits SJMS for 
her continued love of learning.

After graduating from SJMS in 1979, 
Judd went on to Westerville South High 
School. He participated in the National 
Honor Society, Orchestra, and Choir. 
Next, Judd enlisted in the US Navy in 
1987 and was an operator on a nuclear 
reactor submarine. He was commis-
sioned as an offi cer in 1996 as an avia-
tor in a P-3 aircraft. 

He graduated from The Ohio State Uni-
versity in 1996 with an Electrical Engi-
neering degree. He and his wife, Ale-
sia, have two children. Judson has been 
completely around the world twice, and 
visited almost every continent. 

Judson’s favorite memories of SJMS 
include Music class with Ms. Carter 
and French with Ms. DiBennadetto.

He is currently stationed at Atsugi Na-
val Air Facility near Tokyo, Japan.

Judson and his happy family.
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Class of 2006

Luci McCombs-Byrne

Class of 2011

Feb. - Mar. 2012

Courtney D’Angelo

We Want to 
Hear from You!

Is something exciting happening 
in your life? Let us know. 
Just drop us an email at 

rholonit@cdeducation.org and 
we will let the entire SJMS 

community know your good news!
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Class of 2010
Audra Banfi eld

Abby James
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Class of 2009

While on holiday break for Oberlin, Abby 
James volunteered over 30 hours in our art 
room. She helped by cleaning, organizing, 
and working with the students on their clay 
projects. Thank you, Abby!

While studying government systems at 
Metro High School, Audra Banfi eld and 
her classmates were given an opportunity 
to tour the Ohio State Capitol. Audra even 
sat in the Speaker of the House’s chair.

Next stop: Hollywood for Courtney 
D’Angelo (SJMS 2010). Her photo-
graph dressed in her traditional Irish 
dance outfi t is featured on the upcom-
ing Dublin Irish Festival posters. The 
event is in August, where Courtney will 
perform for audiences.

Luci has recently sold two original photo-
graphs from her Weinland Park 3M Factory 
series at Cafe Travanno.



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

March
29 - Primary 2 Musical Picnic

April
3: Primary 1 Musical Picnic

6-13: Spring Break!

16: Classes Resume

20: Grandparents’ Day

27: Spring Clean-Up

May
2: Band & Bells Concert

4: Carpool Coffee
    Spanish Fiesta (9-11am)
    Techno Trek (12:30-2:30pm)

8: Annual Meeting

10: Primary 3 Musical Picnic

14-18: Erdkinder Trip

25: Children’s Day

28: Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL

31: 8th Grade Graduation

June
1: Last Day of School 
 Early Dismissal (1:30)
 Bowling Party (2pm)

Read the clues and check out the picture to the “Guess Who?” in 
this issue. The answer is located on page 9.

* I have two older brothers and two 
younger sisters.

*In high school, I was President of 
our Junior Class.

*I moved to Ohio to attend The Ohio 
State University, GO BUCKS!

*I have been married for 11 years 
and have three children.

*I love to read books and watch 
documentaries about The Kennedy’s.

Newspaper Staff

Advisor
Roxanne Holonitch

rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Elma Pundavela

Do you have ideas?

Would you like to contribute 
to The Montessorian? 

We are always looking 
for new writers or 

photographers.


