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Reduce! Reuse! Recycle!

(L-R) Lindsey Miller, SJMS Primary 3 teacher; Erin Miller, a 
representative from Mayor Coleman’s offi ce; Belinda Quisenberry, 

SJMS Development Director; Elma Pundavela, SJMS Head of School; 
Cia McQuaide, Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of Columbus; 

and Roxanne Holonitch, SJMS Art Specialist.

Ph
ot

os
: 

L.
 H

an
ki

so
n

Over the summer, SJMS received a 
$2,500 grant from Solid Waste Au-
thority of Central Ohio (SWACO) 
to purchase recycling containers 
for inside the school building. Our 
Family Association supported the 
cause by matching 25% of the grant 
money to secure the funds.

We celebrated this new venture 
with a kick-off celebration on Oc-
tober 4th. With the help of our awe-
some school band and two dancing  
mascots, the school experienced the 
most lively morning carpool ever! 
We also welcomed special guests 
Erin Miller, a representative from 

Mayor Coleman’s offi ce, and Cia 
McQuaide, the Superintendent of 
Schools for the Diocese of Colum-
bus.

After our kick-off event, classroom 
teachers were asked to lead a dis-
cussion about recycling and bring 
attention to the new containers.

The timing was perfectly planned, 
since this was also The Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, who believed in 
the importance of nature.
This program will help the children 
be good stewards of the earth.
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New Staff Welcomed to SJMS

Christina MacLeodRegaine Heath

St. Joseph Statue 
Makes School Lobby a New Home
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New Lunch Lady

We would like to welcome Regiane 
Heath to our Children’s House 1 
classroom and Christina MacCleod 
in our Primary 1 classroom for the 
new school year. 

They both are excited to join our 
school community and work with 
Marsha Zinser and Laura Battisti as 
their partner teachers.

Christian Jones (P3), Adam Fellows (P2), Meena Lee (P2), 
Rikki Khan-Yee (MS), and Claire Ferguson (MS) 

helped Elma place the statue in the lobby.

Lunch Lady Marty
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You will see a familiar face while 
in the lunch line each day. Marty 
Gossett, our Physical Education and 
Health Specialist, has become “Flo” 
our new lunch lady. 

She is in Ryan Hall each day serving 
the lunches prepared by our lunch 
vendor, Wholesome Tummies.

The next time you are in the school 
at lunch time, stop by and say, 
“Howdy.”

In September, our school welcomed 
a new addition to the school lobby. 
A statue, hand-crafted in Italy, was 
recently delivered and set in a place 
of honor next to our beautiful Mary 

and St. Francis of Assisi statues.

Elma purchased the statue as a gift 
to celebrate our 45th Anniversary.
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By: Jill Rosenberry
4th Grade
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Miles & Garrett enjoyed their time 
in Washington D.C.

Professional Development Opportunities 
for SJMS Faculty and Staff

Ph
ot

o:
 E

. 
Pu

nd
av

el
a

Our staff came together for team 
building activities.

Our staff started the school year with 
an energizing retreat in the multi-
purpose room, hosted by Xavier 
University.

There were teamwork activities, as 
well as creating refl ective journal 
entries.

The work developed in this retreat 
will be used throughout the school 
year at school-wide events and staff 
meetings.

Future Leaders 
in Summer Enrichment Camp

While most children use the sum-
mer break for sports and swimming, 
Garrett Thesing, Miles Fleming , 
John and Bob Faller used their time 
to become better leaders and role 
models. 

For a week this summer, Miles and 
Garrett attended the National Young 
Scholars Program at the National 
4-H Center outside Washington, 
DC. 

They participated in classes that fo-
cused on leadership development, 
including: teambuilding, charac-
ter development, communication, 

“Never help a child with a task 
at which he feels he can succeed.”

Maria Says...
          Insightful quotes from Maria Montessori

Mathletics
in Erdkinder

By: Anna Shuff
7th Grade

This school year, the Erdkinder students 
have begun a new online math program 
called Mathletics. In Mathletics, you solve 
sets of problems in order to gain points. 
Erdkinder students are required to gain 
1,000 points per week for homework. 700 
of these points must be gained doing “cur-
riculum activities,” which are sets of prob-
lems focused on a particular skill, like frac-
tion division or probablility. The remaining 
300 points can be gained either by doing 
more curriculum activities or participat-
ing in “Live Mathletics. Live Mathletics 
allows the students to compete with other 
students around the world in math facts or 
math problems. Along with earning points, 
Mathletics users also gain credits, which 
can be redeemed for decorations for the 
user’s avatar.

So far, Mathletics has proven to be a fun, 
yet educational way of learning meth for 
our Erdkinder students.

problem solving, and S.M.A.R.T. 
goal setting. 

John and Bob were part of the 
JNYLC Camp in Washington D.C., 
as well. They enjoyed fi eld trips 
to museums and monuments, plus 
workshops on leadership skills.

“This was the best camp of the sum-
mer! We made life-long friends,” 
said John about his camp experi-
ence.
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Jordan Becomes 
Champion Swimmer

Bookfair Fun!

Sandwich Service Project

Summer is not all fun and games 
for our summer learning camp stu-
dents. On July 30th, students from 
Children’s House, Lower Elemen-
tary, and upper Elementary met in 
Ryan Hall to assemble ham and 
cheese sandwiches for St. Law-
rence Haven within the Holy Cross 
Church. In a matter of one hour, our 
students created 500 sandwiches to 
serve the community. This service 
project was coordinated by Kathy 
Koehler, our Primary 2 teacher, and 
Ron Wehner. Both Kathy and Ron 
are members of Our Lady of Peace 
Church in Columbus.

Boxes of sandwiches are ready for the needy 
with the help of our summer campers.
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We created an assembly line 
for the sandwich making.

This past summer, Jordan Aurnou-Rhees 
won Ohio state championships in swim-
ming in the 200 freestyle relay and the 200 
medley relay (her relay team had the sec-
ond fastest time in the nation in the free-
style relay).  

She was state runner-up in the 50M But-
terfl y.  She then won the Central Zone 
Championship (Midwestern United States) 
with her relay team in the 200 freestyle re-
lay and fi nished 3rd overall in the central 
zone in the 100M Breast.  She medaled in 
5 other events (top 8 fi nish or better) in the 
central zone.

Congratulations Jordan!

This year, Grace Reiser (MS) played on the 
St. Mary’s soccer team. She was the only 
girl student from SJMS to play on the girl’s 
team. On September 8th, the St. Mary’s 
team won their division of the Diocesan 
league, undefeated in the tournament. 
Grace was the team captain and did an ex-
cellent job learning leadership skills.

Grace Rieser:
Soccer Star
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The bookfair had a great 
selection for our students.

Books, books, books everywhere. The 
bookfair was located in the multi-
purpose roon from October 8-12. The 
co-chairs for the bookfair were Victo-
ria Windsor and Gretchen Hammond. 
The students really enjoy our bookfairs 
from Scholastic, and the fun books they 
buy.

By: Rebecca Conrad
 4th Grade
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CD102.5 supplied the sweet ice-cream treats for the event.

Catholic Schools Week
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Start of School Kick-Off Event
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At lunchtime, students marked the map with a star to represent their place 
of worship. The map was also used in the assembly that afternoon. 

On August 27th, the families of SJMS 
enjoyed our annual Kick-Off Celebra-
tion to start the new school year.

The students were greeted with a 
big surprise in the parking lot - the 
CD102.5 Ice-Cream Truck! “They 
have Freezy Pops,” one child shouted 
for all to hear. 

Elma Pundavela, our Head of School, 
made a brief announcement of the 
changes to our staff, as well as wel-
comed everyone to the event.

The children also got to socialize with 
friends they haven’t seen since June.

By: Jana Castro-Cook and 
Fiona York, 4th Grade

“Our Schools, Our Parishes, Our Ed-
ucation.” Catholic Schools Week is a 
celebration of all the Catholic schools 
throughout Columbus. On Monday, 
we had a dayoff, while our teach-
ers attended an in-service program. 
Tuesday, we learned about hope, then 
Wednesday was about fortitude. On 
Thursday, we learned about justice, 
and Friday the theme was faith. Fri-
day was special because a large poster 
was on display at lunch time to mark 
where we worship. An all-school as-
sembly helped SJMS students cel-
ebrate Catholic Schools Week. At the 
assembly, many students from each 
level gave speeches. The assembly 
ended with the song “I’ve Got Peace 
Like a River...” We loved Catholic 
Schools Week and are excited about 
next year’s theme.

By: Kate Haydel-Brown 
and Olivia Shuff, 4th Grade
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New Lockers in Middle School Hallway

Students learned about creatures 
like the owl.
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Middle School Camping Trip

Our new lockers help with storage for our Middle School students.

Matthew Hohmann (MS) makes a direct hit with archery.

By: Miles Fleming
5th Grade

Groups went on hikes to learn about 
the world aroudnthem.
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On September 19th, the 5th and 6th   
graders from our Middle School 
classroom went to Mohican Out-
door School. The students from St. 
Catherine’s School were also at the 
camp that week.

Mohican Outdoor School was won-
derful! We had outdoor classes dur-
ing the day. We had a great coun-
selors teaching us in small groups 
called tribes. They taught us about 
archeology, geology, and ecology of 
Hemlock Falls. We also participated 
in hikes. 

“The food was great!” said Michael 
Foley.

The 5th and 6th graders had so much 
fun. We also made new friends. 

After Labor Day weekend, our 
school was updated with a new set 
of lockers in the Middle School hall-
way. You may recognize them, since 
they look alot like the Erdkinder 
lockers at the end of the hall.

The new design lets each child have 
their own space, instead of sharing a 
locker with a partner.

“The new lockers are a great im-
provement for Middle School,” said 
Erin Miller, a sixth grader in Middle 
School.
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Good  “Laugh”ternoon!

An Apple a Day Maze
An apple a day may keep the doctor away, but not Mr. Bookworm. 

He is here to take a bite out of your apple. Follow the path to see how far he can go.

Q- Why do seagulls fl y 
over the sea?

A- If they fl ew over 
a bay, they would be 
bagels.

-McKenna Merriman 
(MS)

Q- Why didn’t the skel-
eton cross the road?

A- He didn’t have the 
guts.

-Janelle Ingraham-Dw-
yer (MS)

Q- What do you call 
an elephant in a phone-
booth?

A- Stuck!

-Sky Jackett (MS)

Q- How does the astro-
naut cut his hair on the 
moon?

A- Eclipse it!

-Nicholas Olmstead 
(MS)
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New Addition 
to Graham Family

Operation: Outhouse Help Update 
Our Montessorian 

Archive
This summer, our Montessorian and SJMS 
Yearbook archive was organized. We no-
tice there are spots where items were not 
saved. Please remove the list below. If you 
have a missing copy, we would appreciate 
your donation to our cause.

The Montessorian
March/April 1986
May/June 1987
March/April 1996
January/February 1998
November/December 1998
November/December 1999
June 2005

SJMS Yearbook
1992-1993

Recently, our art specialist, Rox-
anne Holonitch, made news with 
her art show entitled, “The Book of 
Johns.” The show, held at clayspace 
in the Brewery District, welcomed 
over 150 visitors and a sale of 2 of 
her paintings.

Roxanne uses acrylic paint to create 
her paintings that show outhouses 
in unusual situations. Roxanne links 
her work to her childhood in a small 
town.

The show created a great buzz in 
the commuity with articles in The 
Columbus Dispatch and The Other 
Paper. 

An outhouse painting, 
entitled “Holiday Fun”

McKenna in her Claire’s ad.
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McKenna
Models for

Claire’s Magazine
With the help of a family friend, McK-
enna Merriman (MS) had the opportu-
nity to model in Claire’s magazine. 

“The photo shoot was really fun,” said 
McKenna. Someday we will see her on 
the cover of a magazine.

We would like to welcome Lincoln Nathaniel Robert Graham to our SJMS 
family. He has joined Michael Graham, our Erdkinder teacher, and the oth-
er members of their wonderful family on September 25th. Congratulations 
Michael!
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Erdkinder Fundraising 
Earnings

The Erdkinder class is working 
hard to raise money for their class 
trip in May.  

We would like to thank you for 
supporting us now and in the fu-
ture. We appreciate your continued 
support and participation in our 
fundraisers. 

Aug. School Supply  
              Sale....$924
Gallery Hop 
      Babysitting......$40

  Total.........$944.00

Aug - Sept - Oct 2012

Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Elma Pundavela
Head of School

Support SJMS 
on Your Next Shopping Trip

There are many programs available 
at local stores that support our school. 

45th 
Anniversary 
Celebrations

“Let Them Eat Cookies”

“45th Anniversary Celebrations” will be 
a regular feature this year, to showcase 
our events to honor our 45th Anniversary 
as the premier Montessori education in 
Central Ohio.

The faculty and staff were treated 
to a giant 45th Anniversary cookie 
to celebrate the kickoff of our 45th 
Anniversary.

On Maria Montessori’s birthday, 
Montessori mints were given to 
our students as a lunch time treat. 
YUMMY!
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Katie Zerbi and Saskia Koe-
Krompecher (P1) enjoyed 

a Montessori mint.

The giant cookie helped 
celebrate Maria’s birthday and 

the start of our 45th Anniversary.



Alumni News
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St. Joseph Montessori School
Winter Festival: 2012

Alumni Room Sunday, December 2nd
12:00noon - 5:00pm

When you visit the alumni room, 
you will receive a $2 coupon 

for the Food Court in Ryan Hall.

Alumni Help with 
Summer Camp

Sarah McFarland

Summer is always better when you 
spend time with old friends. We are 
lucky to have so many alumni who 
want to return and share their knowl-
edge with our students. This summer, 
we had Sarah McFarland (SJMS 2006), 
Bethany Torres (SJMS 1999), Laura 
Phillips (1999-2004), and Bobby Jones 
(SJMS 2004) join in the fun at summer 
camp.

Class of 2005

Sarah became an international trav-
eler this summer when she ventured 
over the pond to Durham, England. 
She was awarded a Fulbright Sum-
mer Institute Scholarship and par-
ticipated in an archaeological fi eld 
school at the Binchester Site lead by 
Durham University.

Kimberly Stevens

Class of 2002

In June, Kimberly Stevens graduat-
ed from Keller Graduate School of 
Management in DeVry University. 
She earned her Master of Informa-
tion Systems Management degree. 
Congratulations Kimberly!

Alex Hollingsworth
On December 17, 2011, Alex re-
ceived a Master of Arts in Econom-
ics from the Univeristy of Arizona 
where he has been a student of Res-
idence in Economics doctoral pro-
gram since July 2010.

Alex has received full fi nancial 
academic support for his graduate 
studies program at the University of 
Arizona.

Alex was awarded two degrees in 
2009 from Miami Univeristy. He 
graduated with a Bachelor in Sci-
ence and a Bachelor of Arts.

Class of 2001
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Austin Gilmour
Sarah Schadek
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This July, Sarah Schadek became 
Mrs. Brandon Naurato in a beautiful 
Catholic ceremony. Congratulations 
Sarah and Brandon!

Austin Gilmour exchanged vows 
with Laura in June near his home in 
the Chicago area. We are so happy 
for you!

Bobby Jones led lessons in every 
level of summer camp.



Adam Henderson

We Want to Hear 
from You!

Fill out the biography form 
on the Alumni Page at 

www.sjms.net, and soon 
you will see yourself in our 

Alumni News features.

Alumni News
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Class of 2007
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We want to be your 
“Friend” on Facebook.
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Class of 2008
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Class of 2012

When reviewing your copy of the Catholic 
Times in June, you may have recognized 
Adam Henderson on the cover. He was one 
of the featured seniors for the Graduation 
2012 edition of the Columbus newspaper.

Chris D’Angelo
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Introduced 31 years ago, the Dispatch 
Scholar-Athlete Awards — presented by 
the Motorists Insurance Group — annu-
ally honors more than 200 of the best high-
school students in central Ohio. This year, 
213 scholar-athletes from 109 schools were 
selected. Each honoree receives a plaque 
from The Dispatch and Motor  ists. Chris 
D’Angelo was one of the exemplary stu-
dents named in the award. With a 4.14 GPA 
from St. Charles Preparatory School, Chris 
received a $2,500 scholarship from Motor-
ist Insurance.

Piper Rasmussen

Before heading to college this fall, Piper 
participated in a special version of  “The 
Merchant of Venice” in June in Schiller 
Park.

The ladies of SJMS Class of 2007 
enjoyed a fun Girls Night Out Re-
union this summer. Liz Miller, 
Brooke Alexander, Maya Pederson, 
Shannon O’Leary, Giddian Brown, 
and Aleah Mohler toasted to many 
more fun days together.

Annie Minner
Annie Minner was 1 of 27 seniors awarded 
the Columbus Bishop Hartley high School 
President’s Award for 2012. A student must 
earn a minimum cu-
mulative G.P.A. of 
3.7 on a 4.0 scale and 
acheive in the 85th 
percentile or higher on 
reading and math sec-
tions of their ACTs or 
SATs.
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Sally Squires
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Sally didn’t waste any time after 
graduating from SJMS. This sum-
mer, she was accepted to the Blue 
Lake Fine Arts Camp for four weeks 
of intensive dance training. 

Chris headed 
east to Dar-
mouth College 
for a degree in 
Applied Math-
ematics.

You can also email us an 
update to Roxanne at

rholonit@cdeducation.org



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

October
28: SJMS Open House (3 - 5pm)

November
1: All Saints Day Mass

2: Carpool Coffee

12 & 14: Parent/ Techer Conf.

13: Board of Trustees Meeting

19 & 20: Parent/Teacher Conf.

21 - 23: Thanksgiving Holiday
 NO SCHOOL

29: Curriculum Night

December
2: Winter Festival

7: Carpool Coffee

12: Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass

18: Cookies & Carols

19: Jan. 3: Christmas Holiday
 NO SCHOOL

January
4: Classes resume

4: Carpool Coffee

8: Board of Trustees Meeting

11: Yearbook & Club Pictures

Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Elma Pundavela

Read the clues and check out the picture to the “Guess Who?” in 
this issue. The answer is located on page 9.

Do you have ideas?
Would you like to contribute to 

The Montessorian? 

We are always looking for new 
writers or photographers.

1. In 1980, I almost quit school 
to become an international fl ight 
attendant for Cathay Pacifi c 
Airlines.

2. I collect American Girl dolls.

3. I love Kobe Bryant, LA Lak-
ers, and New England Patriots.

4. It is my long dream to see the 
prehistoric monument Stone-
henge in the English county of 
Wiltshire, England.


