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Above: Our students and staff became a 5-0 for this image. Below: Melanie Steadman (Development) 
and Roxanne Holonitch (Art) ventured 100 feet up for that perfect shot.
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When you have a golden anniversa-
ry coming up, there is only one way 
to do it: BIG!

In September, our school commu-
nity came together to become a 5-0 
for a special photograph. With the 
help of a ladder truck and the gener-
ous fi remen from the Columbus Di-
vision of Fire, we took a shot with a 
thousand words. It was also worth 
$500 in a grant award from the Co-
lumbus Foundation “Big Give.”

~ continued on page 4 ~
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SJMS Spaghetti Dinner

Our school joined voices with Montessori children 
around the world to sing for peace.

Remy P. (CH1) enjoyed every 
bite of his tasty spaghtti dinner.
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Your Pennies 
Can Help!As spirited Italian bistro music 

fi lled Ryan Hall, tummies were be-
ing fi lled with delicious spaghetti 
and meatballs at our annual Spa-
ghetti Dinner. On September 21st, 
the SJMS community came togeth-
er to break bread, and enjoy a tasty 
treat, too. While parents were busy 
making plates for their family, the 
children were busy buying tickets 
for the fun children’s raffl e. The 
event also featured a parent raffl e 
with a selection of wines. The funds 
from this event will support profes-
sional development for our staff. 
Many thanks go to our generous do-
nors and our tireless volunteers that 
made it happen.

“Light a Candle for Peace” Assembly
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To help the victims in Hurricanes Har-
vey and Irma, Primary 3 started an all-
school penny collection program. The 
funds collected will be used to send 
supplies to those in need. Please help 
by dropping off your pennies in the 
large container near from the school 
offi ce.

With Connor at the helm, our stu-
dents sang for peace on Internation-
al Day of Peace in September. Each 
year, SJMS sings for peace – along 
with the voices of other Montessori 
students from around the world. 
Since the beginning of school, Con-
nor has incorporated this song and 
hand motions in each of his music 
classes.

Pumpkin Patch 
Each year, our Children’s House class-
rooms venture south to Circle S Farms 
in Grove City, Ohio for their annual 
pumpkin patch visit. Students, parents, 
and teachers enjoy a day of autumn ex-
ploration with many sights to see. Fam-
ilies are encouraged to take a hayride, 
taste a pumpkin donut and cider, and 
jump in the hay barn. There is a photo 
opportunity at every turn, and everyone 
can see why this is a trip that our stu-
dents remember for a lifetime.The hayride is a highlight 

for our families.
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Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks!
Matt Brenner
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Happy Birthday

Maria

Our SJMS Family Grows with New Staff 
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Thank you “Nothing Bundt Cakes” 
for your generous donation to our 

celebration.

She may have never seen SJMS, but 
Maria Montessori has made a huge 
impact on our school. So to cel-
ebrate her life, our school commu-
nity came together on August 31st 
at our Peace Pole to sing “Happy 
Birthday!” With a generous dona-
tion from Nothing Bundy Cake, 
each student received a mini bundt 
cake as a birthday treat.

This fall, we have welcomed new mem-
bers to our faculty and staff. Below you 
will fi nd a brief introduction, but we 
encourage you to meet them personally 
and learn more about them. 

Laura McCrady will be part of our Mid-
dle School this fall as a classroom aide. 
Laura is quite familiar with our cur-
riculum since she is an SJMS alumnus. 
You may also recognize her from our 
Summer Learning Camp. Laura gradu-
ated from The University of Alabama 
with a degree in Economics with Latin 
Honors, and a minor in Mathematical 
Statistics. Laura has teaching experi-
ence as a classroom aide at All Saints 
Academy. She is passionate about edu-
cation and learning, and is excited to 
return to SJMS.

The library will be a buzz with reading 
this fall! We are happy to announce that 
Tara Shiman will be joining our staff as 
our Media Specialist. Tara received her 
Bachelor’s degree in Communications 
from Ohio University, and her Mas-
ter’s of Library and Information Sci-
ences from Kent State University. She 
is a member of the American Library 
Association, Ohio Library Council, 

and the Association of Library Services 
for Children. In her personal time, Tara 
enjoys yoga and dancing, and was on 
her high school color guard team. Tara 
feels school should, “give children the 
tools for success in life.” She is elated 
to join our school community.

Melanie Steadman has been named 
as our new Director of Development. 
Her work experience includes Divi-
sion Lead for the Wexner Center An-
nual Anniversary Gala and Fundraising 
Campaign. She received her degree in 
Strategic Communications from The 
Ohio State University. As a volunteer, 
Melanie has worked on the Mast Glob-
al Peloton Committee in various roles 
to support their fundraising efforts. 
Melanie has a “strong commitment to 
excellence and a never-ending desire to 
learn.” 

We are proud to announce that Jessika 
Casey will be joining our faculty as our 
new Primary 2 classroom teacher. You 
may already recognize her as mother 
to Avery (MS), Sage (MS), and Phoe-
be (CH).  She earned her Montessori 
training (6-9) from NAMC, the North 
America Montessori Center, and has 

work experience from Dublin Montes-
sori. Jessika also earned her Bachelor’s 
degree from Mt. Vernon Nazarene Uni-
versity. She is “excited to be at SJMS. 
It is inspiring to be a part of a thriving 
Montessori community. I look forward 
to supporting students on their Montes-
sori journey.”

This fall, Connor McMonagle will help 
fi ll our halls with music as our Music 
Specialist. He earned his degree in 
Music Education at The University of 
Dayton, where he was awarded the K. 
Lignelli Droesch Music Scholarship. 
He has taught music locally in both the 
elementary and middle school settings, 
as well as at the Internationals School 
Manila in the Philippines. In his free 
time, Connor is part of a jazz band, 
and is available for private lessons in 
a large variety of instruments. We are 
excited to have Connor join our SJMS 
team.

Anne Woodard will join our Children’s 
House team as an Aide from 11am-
6pm.  Anne’s favorite hobbies include 
hiking in the great outdoors and spend-
ing time with her family. She is very 
excited to join our school community.

On a big, yellow bus, our fi fth 
and sixth grade students headed to 
Butler, Ohio to experience Mohi-
can Out-Of-Doors. For three days 
and two nights, our students tried 
creeking, hiking, and many other 
outdoor activities. They also used 
nature to complete a variety of sci-
ence experiment.

Mohican Trip for 
5th & 6th Grade
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International 
Children’s Day

...50th Anniversary...
~ continued from front page ~

Care Packages 
for Military

With Veteran’s Day just around the 
corner, our school mailed two care 
packages to active duty men in Af-
ghanistan. One is Joseph Ruggiero, 
an alumni of SJMS (see page 7). 
Included in the boxes were snacks, 
simple games, and many thank you 
cards from our students.
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Anthony C. and Owen B.W. (MS) 
helped box up the care packages.
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(L - R) Bethany Torres-Mann and 
Oli Mann sported our anniversary 
t-shirts. Beautiful photos were on 
display for all to appreciate. The 

big tent held the tables, food, and 
alumni corner.

On a crisp, sunny day in October, 
our Children’s House and Primary 
students shared their love of the 
world and cultures with Internation-
al Children’s Day. 

The parade started with the sound 
of bag pipes from musican David 
Hopper. Our Primary and Chil-
dren’s House students followed the 
leader around our school parking lot 
to show off their creative outifi ts. 
Once the parade concluded, class-
rooms shared information and tried 
many tasty foods from around the 
world.

The festivities continued with a fall 
festival on Saturday, October 21st.

A large tent was set up that held 
fun alumni memorabilia and photo-
graphs, as well as the food catered 
by Boar & Barrel. 

SJMS families also had an opportu-
nity to remember this day by pur-
chasing a 50th Anniversary t-shirt 
or hat. 

Children had many opportunities 
for fun with games and pony rides. 
The raffl e included chances to throw 
pumpkins at a target. 

Overall, it was the start of a great, 
new tradition.
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JJ Holonitch (MS) and Elba Martinez-
Rosado (Spanish) shared a fondness 

for hats at the International 
Children’s day parade.
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Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Jessika Casey
Primary 2 teacher

On October 4th, our families ventured 
to SkateZone71 in north Columbus for 
a fun skate party. This is a community-
building activity planned by our Family 
Association. To get our school excited 
about the event, Skate-o, everyone’s 
favorite roller skating dinosaur, visited 
our school at lunch.

SkateZone71
Skate Party
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For another exciting year, our Fun Fri-
day features pizza lunch. The pizza is 
baked to perfection by Donato’s Pizza 
on High Street, and served with a smile 
by our Erdkinder students as their ma-
jor fundraiser for the year. The funds 
raised supports the cost of their week-
long trip in May.

Pizza Lunch on
FUN Friday
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This month, our Erdkinder class-
room received a new cart fi lled with 
20 new iPads. 

This equipment will be used for stu-
dent research, and help our class-
room teachers develop interactive 
lessons in their content areas.

New iPads in
Erdkinder

Kindergarteners 
Visit Symphony

The best way to experience beauti-
ful music is to hear it live. Our kin-
dergarteners did just that on Octo-
ber 4th with a fi eld trip to The Ohio 
Theater. They heard classical music 
in the concert entitled “Young Peo-
ple’s Concert.”

Welcome 
Father Kitsmiller to 
Sacred Heart Church

We would like to welcome Father Rob-
ert Kitsmiller to Sacred Heart Church. 
Father Kitsmiller grew up in Colum-
bus, and attended St. Charles Prepa-
ratory School. In college, he earned a 
degree in canon law. He has recently 
worked in the downtown diocese offi ce 
with the tribunal. He now serves both 
Sacred Heart Church and St. John the 
Baptist Church.

Ph
ot

o:
 S

ac
re

d 
H

ea
rt

 C
hu

rc
h 

w
eb

si
te

Ph
ot

o:
 P

. 
Ri

pk
e

Harper B.M. (MS) was all smiles 
when she met Skate-O.

After a busy morning of lessons, 
Max S. (MS) was ready for lunch.

Our kindergarteners enjoyed the 
beautiful music at the symphony.

Father Robert Kitsmiller

Maddie K. (ERD) uses the iPads to 
research a project for class.
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Class of 2003

Class of 2001

Alumni News
Class of 1999

Jordan and Mandy (Mengel) Goetzke, 
along with their son Brody, welcomed 
Shealeigh Sullivan on May 30 at 7:01am. 
She weighed 6lbs 11oz, and was 20” long. 
Recently, Mandy and her family moved 
back to Westerville to be close to her fam-
ily. She is an executive consultant for Ro-
dan + Fields.

Mandy (Mengel) Goetzke

He was called “Joe” when he attended 
SJMS. Now, after graduating from the Uni-
versity of Michigan and completing his 
residency in anesthesiology, he will now 
be called “Dr. Joseph Perrault.” This sum-
mer, after his graduation, he married Am-
ber Elizabeth on June 17th, and bought a 
new home.

Joseph Perrault

Sarah McFarland gradu-
ated from University Col-
lege in London this spring 
with a Master’s degree in 
Archeology. She graduated 
with distinction, which is 
the equivalent of Summa 
Cum Laude. She currently 
lives in San Francisco, and 
works at Presidio Park in 
their heritage program as 
an Education Intern. Her 
main responsibility is plan-
ning and facilitating activi-
ties for families and school 
groups.

Sarah McFarland
Allison Reifeis recently became engaged 
to Lucas Soraire. Congratulations, Allison!

Allison Reifeis

This summer, Chelsea Clark received the 
John Palmore/Frank DePasquale Scholar-
ship Award, which was presented to her 
through The Simon Studio. She currently 
lives in Brooklyn, NY.

Chelsea Clark

Signe Anderson, the creator of Say-and-
Play blog about being a mom in Columbus, 
was interviewed by Cbus Chic. Check out 
her blog at http://saynplaycolumbus.com/

Signe Anderson

Dressed in a fun purple tutu, Leeanne 
(Hester) Mako rode in the pelatonia this 
summer.

Leeanne (Hester) Mako
Class of 2004

Class of 2005

Class of 2006

Class of 2000

Kayla (Hartford) Lawn

Ben Anderson

In a beautiful ceremony in Columbus, Kay-
la exchanged vows with Michael Lawn on 
October 21st.

On October 21st, Ben Anderson made Han-
nah his bride in Upper Arlington, OH sur-
rounded by family and friends.

Mark Schmidley
This summer, Mark Schmidley wed Ais-
lynn Nicole is a small family ceremony. 
In October, they completed their second 
major life event for 2017: they moved into 
their new home!
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Alumni News

In May, Finlay Hessler graduated from 
Shawnee University with a degree in Video 
Game Design.

Finlay Hessler

This summer, Michael Weaver visited 
Washington D.C. to receive his prestigious 
Presidential Scholar Award. He toured the 
White House and met Melania Trump. This 
fall, he will attend The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Michael Weaver

On June 23, Aaron Ault married Rachel 
Cooper in a wonderful ceremony with fam-
ily and friends in Lewis Center. After their 
honeymoon in Jamaica, he will return to 
work as Director of Ethical Standards at 
AIMM.

Aaron Ault

Liz Miller is staying on the pulse of news 
in Cleveland by working as a reporter/pro-
ducer for 90.3 WCPN ideastream.

Elizabeth Miller

We congratulate Ethan Skaates for graduat-
ing from The School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago this spring.

Ethan Skaates

Claire Alexander is currently attending The 
University of Notre Dame, and is a part of 
the all-female a cappella group called Har-
monia.

Claire Alexander

Alena Mohler graduated from Fire School 
this spring at Shawnee State.

Alena Mohler

Joe Ruggiero is part of the 14s Air and Mis-
sile Defense for the Army National Guard 
of the United States, and has been deployed 
to Afghanistan for nine months.

Joe Ruggiero
Nikki (Dean) Schafer

In a beautiful ceremony fi lled with family 
and friends, Nikki married Ethan Shaffer 
on October 7th in Hilliard, OH. They are 
now enjoying their honeymoon in Costa 
Rica.

Amirah Lomax spent most of her summer 
vacation working and performing in New 
York City with iTheatrics Choreography & 
Staging. She was part of the cast in Music 
Theatre International’s West Side Story: 
School Edition.

Amirah Lomax

While studying at Miami University, El-
liott Narcross is an intern with Petco in 
their Financial Planning and Analysis De-
partment.

Elliott Narcross

Class of 2016

Class of 2007 Class of 2010Class of 2009

Class of 2013

Thomas Phillips works in Washington, 
D.C. as a Congressional Affairs Specialist 
for Battelle. This summer he rode his bike 
in the Peletonia.

Thomas Phillips

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

We would love to include your good 
news in the next issue. Please send 

updates to:
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Class of 2015
Grace Rieser

Grace Rieser used her summer vacation to 
travel the world. She, along with family 
and friends, traveled to Italy to see beauti-
ful sights, including the Sistine Chapel and 
the Coliseum.



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

November
1: P/T Conferences

10: Veteran’s Day Assembly
          (lunch time)

17: Progress Reports for CH-MS

22 - 24: Thanksgiving Holiday
          (NO SCHOOL)

December
2: Pancakes with Santa
          (10am - 12noon)

13: Cookies & Carols
          (6:30pm)

21 - Jan. 7: Christmas Holiday
          (NO SCHOOL)

January
8: Classes resume

15: MLK Day
          (NO SCHOOL)

18: Curriculum Night
          (6pm)

26: Admission Open House 
          (9am - 10:30am)

Read the clues and check out the picture to our “Guess Who?” in 
this issue. The answer is located on page 6.

This is Guess Who?’s fi rst year at SJMS.

This photo of “Guess Who?” was taken around 1983.

Because of this school photo, “Guess Who?”  is a 
staunch advocate of banning parents from cutting 
their children’s hair.

“Guess Who’s” daughters attend SJMS.
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