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Our parents came to support this exciting event.

Victoria shared a high-fi ve 
with John Fox (P2).

Techno Trek!
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Erin Miller & Amirah Lomax 
(MS) stayed “techno cool” with 

their shades.

Techno Trivia
Our school walked a total 
of 5,887 laps this year at 

Techno Trek. If 6 laps equals a 
mile, how many miles did we 

walk?
Find the answer on page 9.

By: Katie Zerbi & Kyla 
Hammond, Primary 1

      echno Trek is fun for everyone! 

Students walked laps to collect 
money for technology in our school. 
At the end, everyone had an apple 
as a treat. 

This was the best Techno Trek 
ever!

T



2                                                    St. Joseph Montessori School

Spanish Fiesta is a “Hit” with Students

Tables were prepared for
 crafts and refreshments.

Teja Parasa (ERD) 
helped break the pinata.
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Xavier Conrad and Ryan 
Spoon (MS) had fun in the 

photo booth.
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Many students joined in the 
conga line while dancing to the 

music.

By: Miles Fleming, 
4th Grade

On May 4th, St. Joseph Montessori 
School had their fi rst Spanish Fies-
ta, hosted by Samary Cecchetti, our 
Spanish teacher. 

Each child received a ticket to 
choose a craft. We also were served 
chips and salsa, tacos, and fruit juic-
es.

During this time, there was even an 
open area for dancing with fun mu-
sic. The students danced to music 
like the Macarana, and many more!

Students could even get their picture 
taken in the silly fi esta photo booth.

As a fi nale to the fi esta, a pinata was 
set up to hit. Once it broke, the can-
dy was shared by all!

Thank you, Samary, for a great fi -
esta!

Erdkinder in Washington D.C.
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On Monday, May 14th, our Erd-
kinder friends headed off to our 
nation’s capitol, Washington D.C. 
They visited many sites including 
Mount Vernon and The Jefferson 
Memorial.

Throughout the year, the class has 
many fundraisers to pay for this trip. 
Thank you for your support.

By: Amirah Lomax, 
Middle School

Our Erdkinder friends were ready for an adventure!
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Grandparents Day!
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Elias Anderson (MS) shared 
classroom work with his 

relatives.

Erin Miller (MS) invited her 
grandparents into the artroom 

to work on her painting.

Sydney Brick (P2) shared 
some of her drawings.

On April 24th, SJMS was lucky to have 
three well-known authors visit our 
classrooms. 

In the Primary level, Erik Slangerup 

Author Visits

By: Cassandra Kula, 
Fiona York, and Penelope 

Roth

Erik Slangerup Charlise LylesArnold Adoff with Elma

shared facts about himself and his books 
in the multi-purpose room. He has been 
published with titles like: Dirt Boy. The 
children really enjoyed the visit.

In Middle School, Arnold Adoff shared 
ideas about successful writing, and as a 
special treat, some students were able 
to have lunch with Arnold to continue 
the discussion.

In Erdkinder, Charlise Lyles read selec-
tions from her book to the class. They 
also had a wonderful discussion about 
the material included in the story.

It is always wonderful to have guest 
authors visit our school and share their 
experiences with our students.
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As an exciting change to the school 
calendar, we held Grandparents’ and 
Special Guests Day in April, instead 
of October. 

The morning started with warm 
welcomes from Elma, our Head of 

School, Belinda, our Development 
Director, and Michelle Daniel, the 
Family Association President. 

In every level of the building, fami-
lies learned about the wonderful les-
sons that occur in each classroom. 

Delicious refreshments were pro-
vided to our students and guests. 

This event is always a favorite for 
our school community, with many 
more years to come!
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Clarinets

Beginning Band Concert
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Math Counts Success

Flutes

Trumpets

iPads are a new tool for Math Counts.

Trombones

This is a fan-favorite 
concert each year. In the 
spring, our Beginning 
Band performs an early 
morning concert for 
their families and close 
friends. 

This is a chance for the 
new band to “strut their 
stuff” with a collection 
of fun songs.

The band is not alone in 
the concert - their band 
mentors are there to lend 
a hand.

After the concert, ev-
eryone had a chance to 
enjoy some breakfast 
treats. Then, it’s off to 
class!

Our MATHCOUNTS Club has 
reached the Gold Level Status with 
the MATHCOUNTS Club pro-
gram.

The program received and scored 
our students’  Ultimate Math Chal-
lenges (UMC), where at least 12 of 
our students scored an 80% or bet-
ter. The organization considers this 
“an extremely commendable ac-
complishment.”

Our club will be included on the gold 
level list on the MATHCOUNTS 
website and receive a tropher and 
banner, as well as certifi cates for 
each participant.
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Peanut Butter Drive

Our cookie salespeople at work.
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SJMS Girl Scouts 
Help Food Bank
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You could 
fi nd the 

collection 
box in 

the main 
lobby.

Happy Staff Anniversaries!

35 Years15 Years 25 Years10 Years
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Amirah Lomax (MS) and her Junior 
Girl Scout Troop 1529 are work-
ing to earn a Junior Scout award, 
the Bronze Award. The goal for the 
award is to make a difference or an 
impact within the community or 
world.

From May 7th - 11th, the troop col-
lected jars of peanut butter to be 
sent to Haiti to help nourish children 
displaced by the 2010 earthquake. 
Their goal was to collect 125 jars of 
peanut butter from the community.

Girl Scout Troop 2020 made a dif-
ference in the community - one 
cookie at a time.

The troop generously donated boxes 
of those delicious Girl Scout cook-
ies to the Mid-Ohio Food Bank this 
spring.

Earth Scouts 
Bake Sale for 

Birdseed
The Earth Scouts sold baked 
goods at lunch on April 2, 
2012 to raise money to buy 
bird seed for the Wildlife 
Habitat Garden. They had all 
kinds of sweets available for a 
reasonable price. Most items 
were between $.25-$.75.

At our Annual Meeting in May, the 
staff members that are celebrating 
anniversaries this year were honored 
for their dedication to our school. 

Janette MacConnell in Children’s 
House was honored for 10 years; 
Linda Hankison, our bookkeeper,  
celebrated her 15 years; Sandra 

Matheny, our Music teacher,  has 
served SJMS students for 25 years; 
and Kathy Koehler, in the Primary 2 
classroom, was honored for her 35 
years.

We want to thank our friends for 
their dedication to our school and 
students.
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Cecilia plays beautifully for the symphony crowds.

Cecilia Wows 
the Symphony Crowd

On May 4th, Cecilia Martin, in Pri-
mary 2, performed a Student Show-
case at the Columbus Symphony. 

She played a 30-minute solo pro-
gram on both the violin and piano 
before the evening performance. 

Project: 
Postcard

Jana and Brianne had fun with 
the postcard lesson.

Our Primary 3 community decided 
to get parents, relatives, and friends 
to send postcards from all around the 
USA. We got cards from California to 
Maine. Lindsey and Penny said our goal 
was to fi ll half of the classroom bulle-
tin board, but we ended up fi lling the 
whole board! The class received 111 
postcards! We learned fun facts about 
many states, like Florida has soft, white 
sand on the Gulf of Mexico, and that in 
Hawaii can get thousands of inches of 
rain a year. 

We had a great time collecting post-
cards.

By: Jana Castro-Cook & 
Brianne Nutter, Primary 3
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Special Guest in Primary 1
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By: Drew Benke, Primary 1

Primary 1 received a visit from 
Cory Grywalski.

Cory Grywalski, an employee of 
the Delaware County Board of De-
velopmental Disabilities, came to 
visit our Primary 1 classroom to 
talk about disabilities. Cory is in a 
wheelchair, so he talked about his 
life and struggles.

Cory can do anything that we can 
do, but he might have to do it in a 
different way. For example, Cory 
shared that he can play basketball, 
rugby, canoe, ride a bike, and kay-
ak!

“I think Cory is really creative and 

he uses old things to make them into 
new things,” said a fellow class-
mate.

Many of the Primary 1 students can’t 
wait for Cory to return to SJMS.
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monty jr.

Puzzle answers on Page 9.

Stop Signs!
A sign maker got confused, and mixed up the letters. Help him 
sort out his mistakes by fi nding the 3 pairs of signs that match.

Q: What is the defi nition of claus-
trophobia?
A: A fear of Santa.

Q: Can I have a new pair of shoes 
for Gym?
A: Why? can’t Jim buy his own?

Q: What is the quickest way to 
double your money?
A: Fold it in half!

Q: Why do birds fl y south in the 
winter?
A: Because it is too far to walk.

Q: Why did cavement draw 
pictures of hippopotamuses and 
rhinoceroses on their walls?
A: Because they couldn’t spell 
their names.

Q: What town in England make 
terrible sandwiches?
A: Oldham, England.

Q: What is the best hand to write 
with?
A: Neither, it’s best to write with a 
pen or pencil.

Q: What is the most slippery coun-
try in the world?
A: Greece.

Q: Julie, Can you give me two 
pronouns?
A: Who me?

That’s Funny!
By: Maya Hammond

By: Joe Tinapple

By: Julian Hooks
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Car Wash for Erdkinder
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Michael Flynn (ERD) helped 
make the Car Wash a huge 

success!

On Friday, May 11th, our Erdkinder 
class used their practical life skills 
by hosting a car wash in the school 
parking lot. 

The class offered interior and exte-
rior cleaning to any size vehicle. 

While you waited for your car to be 
cleaned, there was a delicious bake 
sale to satisfy your sweet tooth.

With the great weather to help, the 
class raised over $900. All the mon-
ey raised helps to support their class 
trips.

“They did a great job. My car looks 
brand new,” said Roxanne Holo-
nitch.

Musical Picnics for 
Primary Level

Maddie Keglewitsch and Meena 
Lee sing to Cassandra Kula (P2).

Fiona York (P2) sang a solo as a 
beautiful butterfl y.

Zubin Reyazi and Eoin O’Carroll 
(P2) perform as Army Ants.

You may have seen bugs in the 
school, but these are not the ones 
that live outside. Our Primary level 
classrooms put on three showings of 
their Musical Picnic program. Each 

classroom, led by Sandra Matheny, 
offered fun songs to their families 
while dressed as their favorite in-
sect. You would have seen butter-
fl ies, army ants, ladybugs, and even 

a stinkbug. To end the evening, fami-
lies shared picnic treats on blankets. 
This is always a fun program.
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Cassidy Poe, Isabella Bocija, 
and Lila Henninger (ERD) made 

the car look great!
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Guess Who?

Belinda Quisenberry
Development

guess who?
Answer

Erdkinder Fundraising 
Balance Sheet
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Thank you for all 
your support this 
school year. 

Your contributions 
helped make our trip 
to Washington D.C.  
a huge success.

See you next year!

Chess Club

Club Spotlight

Club Spotlight is a new article series 
that will feature a school club with 
each new edition of the newspaper.

Guess Who?
techno trivia

Answer
Guess Who?
Monty jr.

Answer

Support SJMS at the Grocery Store!

WOW!
We walked...
981.2 miles

Chess Club is one of our largest 
clubs at SJMS. You can see from 
the picture that they are quite 
proud of their work at chess tour-
naments, and we are too! If you 

enjoy playing chess and having 
fun, this is the club for you!
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Class of 2008

Annie Minner

Piper Rasmussen

Tara Miller-Gnann

Rachel Brenner

Christopher D’Angelo

We were 
unable to 
contact:

Anna Recchie

Adam Henderson

Ninita Odwarka-Coleman

SJMS Class of 2007

Our friends from the Class of 2008 are moving on to college this year from 
four exciting years in high school. Here is a list of their future plans.

Ruby Smith

Emma Cornell

Matthew Kauth
David Keel
Kevin Welsh
Charlotte Price

Anderson Speed

Samuel Beasley

Annie will be attending Allegheny 
College in Meadville, Pennsylva-
nia. She is planning to double major 
in Biology, with a specialization in 
genetics, and Chemistry with a mu-
sic performance minor.

Emma will be a freshman at Gouch-
er College, with a major in Peace 
Studies and Psychology.

Adam has been accepted into The 
University of Notre Dame for Po-
litical Science and Economics.

Tara will attend Otterbein for Equine 
Studies.

Ruby will be attending Wellesley 
College to work on a major in Latin 
American Studies.

Anderson will be attending Duke.

Piper will be attending Hampshire 
College in the fall. But this summer, 
she will act in a Shakespeare in the 
Park show, called Merhcant of Ven-
ice.

Christopher will attend Northeast-
ern with a major in Applied Math-
ematics.

Anna will begin her college career 
in Kenyon College.

SJMS Class of 2008

Ninita has been attending Columbus 
State Community College, and will 
be  transferring to Ohio State Uni-
versity with a major in Nutrition. 
She is also working on her Fitness 
certifi cation. Over the summer, she 
will work at Marcus Theaters.

Sam will be attending Xavier Uni-
veristy next year, with a major in 
International Studies.

Rachel is planning to attend Colum-
bus State this summer to get a head 
start on some course work, as well 
as work to save money. She plans 
to transfer to Ohio State University 
or University of Cincinnati to study 
Animal Behavior and Neurosci-
ence.



Alumni News

11April - May - June 2012

Class of 2004

Are you on Facebook?

Join the SJMS Alumni Group on 
Facebook to keep in touch with all 

your buddies from SJMS.

St. Charles Alumni
Honor/Merit Roll
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Alumni Volunteers at Spring Gala

These are the results of the third 
quarter grades for St. Charles Pre-
paratory School.

Merit Roll
To be placed on the Merit Roll, stu-
dents must earn a G.P.A. between 
3.00 and 3.49.

Aaron Ault (SJMS 2009)
Thomas O’Neil (SJMS 2009)
Nick Saloman (SJMS 2010)

Honor Roll
To earn the status of Honor Roll, 
students at St. Charles must earn a 
G.P.A. between 3.50 and 4.00. 

Chris D’Angelo (SJMS 2008)
Adam Henderson (SJMS 2008)
Gordon Hewes (SJMS 2010)
Sam Kukor (SJMS 2011)
Elliott Narcross (SJMS 2010)
Kevin Smoot (SJMS 2009)
Anderson Speed (SJMS 2008)

(L-R) Claire Alexander (SJMS 2010), Felix Mak (SJMS 2010), Carolyn Faller 
(SJMS 2011), and Elliott Narcross (SJMS 2010).

Chelsea Rominski

The work of our alumni is proof 
that SJMS is a wonderful program 
for children. On March 10th, four 
former students served as greeters 
for the Spring Gala at the Student 
Union on The Ohio State University 
Campus. 

These alumni included: Claire Al-
exander, Felix Mak, Carolyn Faller, 
and Elliott Narcross.

Claire also spoke to the entire audi-
ence about the value of her educa-
tion at SJMS.

Chelsea Rominski (SJMS 
Class of 2004) has recently 
completed her art thesis show 
in Hamilton Hall at the Uni-
versity of the Arts in Phila-
delphia, PA. Congratulations 
Chelsea! 



Calendar 
of Events guess who?

May
28 - Memorial Day
 NO SCHOOL

31 - Graduation Ceremony
 Morning and Evening
 Ceremonies

June
1 – Last Day of School
 Early Dismissal (1:30pm)
 Bowling Party (2-4pm)

11 – Summer Learning Camp
 begins

Read the clues and check out the picture for the “Guess Who?” in 
this issue. The answer is located on page 9.

Newspaper Staff

Advisor
Roxanne Holonitch

rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Elma Pundavela

See 
you in 

August!

Thank you for another 
great year!

1) I love chewing Double Bubble 
bubble gum.

2) I ran the Columbus Marathon 
in 2000 and 2010.

3) My favorite vacation spot is 
a cabin on the water at Salt Fork 
Lake.

4) People that know me well call 
me “B” or “Big B” sometimes.


