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May 3, 2019

"Life is full of beauty. Notice it. Notice the bumble bee, the small child, and the smiling faces. Smell the rain,
and feel the wind. Live your life to the fullest potential, and fight for your dreams." Ashley Smith 

CALENDAR 
May 6 - Meet and Greet with Brenda 8-9 am in Ryan Hall 
May 6 - Techno Trek 12:30 pm 
May 7 - SJMS Annual Meeting 5:30-6:30 pm 
May 7 -  Retirement Celebration for Kathy Koehler  6:30 - 8 pm 
May 13 - 17 - Optional Conferences all levels 
May 13 - 17 - Erdkinder Class Trip 
May 16 - Meet and Greet with Brenda 8-9 am in Ryan Hall 
May 20 - Meet and Greet with Brenda 4:30-5:30 pm MMMR 
May 20 - Family Association meeting: 5:30 pm (childcare available)  
May 23 - Variety Show: 6:30 pm, Ryan Hall 
May 24 - Meet and Greet with Brenda 8-9 am in the Library 
May 27 - Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL 
May 29 - End-of-Year Mass 10 am Sacred Heart Church   

Montessori Matters  
My Favorite Montessori Material:  
Storytelling: The 5 Great Lessons  
By SJMS Teacher Jessika Ch 1
 
Dr. Maria Montessori observed that
elementary aged children are drawn outward.
She explained the transition from Children’s
House to Elementary awareness as
“intelligence being extroverted.”  At this stage,
children want to know everything, and their
reasoning mind is activated. In order to satisfy

their great curiosity, Dr. Montessori instructed teachers, “Since it has been seen to be necessary
to give so much to the child, let us give him a vision of the whole universe. The universe is an
imposing reality, and an answer to all questions.” (To Educate the Human Potential) 
 
Storytelling is a great way to give the elementary student an understanding of the whole universe.
This is why my favorite Montessori materials are the Five Great Lessons. Dr. Montessori and her
son Mario created the stories after she heard a child ask “Who is God?” They are at the heart of
all the lessons that students will receive in the elementary classroom and integrate all the
subjects in our classroom. This investigation into the interconnectedness of the human experience
of the Universe is known as Cosmic Education.  

The 5 Great Lessons are:  
1. The Story of the Universe (God Who Has No Hands) - the prelude to Geology, Geography,
Astronomy, Physics, and Chemistry studies.   
2. The Coming of Life - the prelude to Biology, Zoology, and Botany.   
3. The Story of Humans - the prelude to Biology, Archeology, History, and Art studies.  
4. The Story of Language - the prelude to Ancient History, Culture, and Language Arts.   
5. The Story of Numbers - the prelude to  Ancient History, Culture, and Mathematics.  

The Stories are traditionally told at the beginning of the school year. Today, teachers customize
the stories and retell it in their own words. They are told with various demonstrations and visual
representations.  Here is a sample of the beginning of the original First Great Lesson as retold by
Mario Montessori: 

God Who Has No Hands

From the very beginning, people have been aware of God. They could feel Him though they could not see
Him, and they were always asking in their different languages who He was and where He was to be
found. "Who is God?" they asked their wise men. "He's the most perfect of beings," was the answer.
"But what does He look like? Does He have a body like us?" "No, He has not got a body. He has no eyes
to see with, no hands to work with and no feet to walk with, but He sees everything and knows
everything, even our most secret thoughts." "And where is He?"  "He is in heaven and on this earth. He
is everywhere." "What can he do?" "Whatever He wishes." "But what has God actually done?" "What He
has done is all that has ever happened. He is the Creator and Master Who has made everything, and all
things He has made obey His will. He cares and provides for them all, and keeps the whole of His
creation in the most wonderful harmony and order."  (December 1958 issue of the AMI publication
'Communications')

Scroll to the end for Montessori Moments!

Meet and Greet with Brenda:

 
Monday, May 6 from 8 – 9 am in Ryan Hall 
 
Thursday, May 16 from 8 – 9 am in Ryan Hall 
 
Monday, May 20 from 4:30 – 5:30 pm in the Maria
Montessori Meeting Room 
 
Friday, May 24 from 8 – 9 am in the Library 
 

Techno Trek rescheduled! It will be 
Monday, May 6, 12:30 pm 

 

Techno Trek is postponed until Monday, May 6.
The weather is predicted to be sunny and  74°
on Monday. Please send lotion sunscreen for
your child (no aerosol please).  During Techno
Trek, students K-8th will walk laps around our
playground (weather permitting) to raise funds
for technology initiatives at our school. 
Interested in online fundraising, please join our
team!  We still need volunteers for Techno Trek.
Please sign up to help it run smoothly!

SJMS Track Championships  
Saturday, May 4 at 9am 
St. Francis DeSales High School 
4212 Karl Rd, Columbus, OH 43224  
 
The SJMS Track Team is competing in the
championship meet at DeSales High School
this Saturday, May 4,  beginning at 9 am. The
athletes have been having an incredible first
season and would love any extra support that

they can get! Admission is $2 for adults and $1 for children. If you have any questions, please
reach out to Evan at 330-417-2645. Not pictured is Shannon Corlett and Coach Kristin Mutchler.

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl 
 
Lent is over and we live in the joy of the Easter Season. If
your family has been participating in the Catholic Relief
Services Rice Bowl campaign --  thank you!  Your
contributions will go to help people all over the world --
people like Norma from Guatemala, Annet, and her
siblings from South Sudan, Christyan in Sri Lanka,
Kumba in Sierra Leone, and Ona in Gaza. Given the
recent violence in our world targetting people of various
faiths, your generosity is even more significant. If you

watched the Stories of Hope Videos each week, you noticed that CRS helps the poor and vulnerable
regardless of their faith traditions.  SJMS reflects this desire to build community across differences. What
an opportunity!  
Please return your Rice Bowl contributions to the atrium next week. The students will work with Sandy,
our business office manager,  to learn how to count the money and SJMS will send one check to CRS.
Your change changes lives! Your sacrifices give the gift of hope! To learn more check out their website. We
are grateful! 

An Important Announcement from The 
Laudato Si Club. 
  
Cathy Johanni and Linda Miller facilitate SJMS' Laudato Si
Club. With their guidance, Atticus, Alissa, Avery, Emma,
Francis, Heidi, Henry, James, Jonah, Lucy, Mariah,
Oscar, Sage, Shannon, and Sophia, the Laudato Si
Club have been working this school year to bring two
beehives to the SJMS campus. GREAT NEWS! The
bees arrived on Saturday and the queens have exited
their travel box! The bees are busy collecting nectar
and pollen. Bee Calm, please. All of your children have
been given instructions and lessons about the bees.

The club asks for your support and excitement in welcoming the bees. For the children's safety,
the beehive has been placed along the south wall of Ryan Hall away from the playground. Two epi-
pens have also been purchased as a precaution. If you have any questions or comments, please
email the Laudato Si club or feel free to call the school for more information. Bee Happy!

Urgent: Summer Learning Camp has limited
space available. June 10 - July 26 
 
Every summer, we take our core Montessori beliefs, stir in
some sunshine, and add a splash of water to create an excellent
summer learning opportunity for your child. From becoming
paleontologists to art made with water, this year's SLC is sure to
please. Check out the complete Program Guide here for details
on each week's theme. Registration and emergency forms here. 

 

Reminder of Dress Code

As the days begin to get warmer, it's not a bad idea to
double check the dress code in the SJMS Parent &
Student Handbook. Parents can either consult the
handbook they received near the beginning of the year
or find the extracted pages with the dress code
policy here.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

2019-2020 Calendar Highlights

Click here to view the Calendar
Highlights.

Justice is the virtue of the Month for April and May  

The Virtue is Justice and the definition we are using is: 
"Fair isn't everybody getting the same thing..... 
Fair is everybody getting what they need in order to be successful." 
 
Our saint is Saint Katherine of Drexel.  She was from a very rich but generous family.  When she
received her inheritance, about $20,000,000, she used it to start schools for the Native Americans and
Africans Americans.  St. Katherine Drexel believed that everyone deserved an education.  By doing this,
she was not only practicing the virtue of justice but the virtue of courage as well. Education was not
offered to these children in the late 1800's early 1900's. 

CLOSING PRAYER

You are Mine for all time; nothing can separate you from My Love. Since I have invested My very
Life in you, be well assured that I will also take care of you. When your mind goes into neutral and
your thoughts flow freely, you tend to feel anxious and alone. Your focus becomes problem-
solving. To get your mind back into gear, just turn toward Me, bringing yourself and your problems
into My Presence. Many problems vanish instantly in the Light of My Love because you realize
you are never alone. Other problems may remain, but they become secondary to knowing Me and
rejoicing in the relationship I so freely offer you. Each moment you can choose to practice My
Presence or to practice the presence of problems. Romans 8:38-39; Exodus 33:14

��� Like us on Facebook! ���

Friday Notes is a weekly newsletter published every Friday during the academic year by the St. Joseph Montessori
School. Send comments, concerns, and questions to Heather Zerbi. 

The above Donate button supports our SJMS Annual Fund.

 
 

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™ 

Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails. 

View this email online.

933 Hamlet St.  
Columbus, OH | 43201 US

This email was sent to .  
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Friday%20Notes%3A%20May%203%2C%202019+https://t.e2ma.net/webview/2bt1fc/e7a85412ac8c5fd45642251d1884f93c
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/2bt1fc/e7a85412ac8c5fd45642251d1884f93c
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/2bt1fc/e7a85412ac8c5fd45642251d1884f93c
https://give.everydayhero.com/us/sjms-techno-trek-2019
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4faba922a6fd0-techno1
https://www.crsricebowl.org/stories-of-hope/week-1
https://www.crsricebowl.org/
mailto:sjms20173@gmail.com?subject=
http://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20190403/ff/d4/f2/ff/8dc4933f66c961abdedf7aa9/SLC_brochure_2019_.pdf
http://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20190319/20/db/ba/82/e10d1e47e40b8814de5cf7dc/SLC_brochure_2019_forms.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5654ba39e4b0443d394016c2/t/5b807472575d1f3286bbc18b/1535145077453/ParentHandbook2018-19.pdf
http://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20190214/f0/6f/9f/87/3c9ddaceb3443c06278400cb/Calendar_Highlights.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/SJMSColumbus
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=QZXB6TG2RQMQ4
mailto:hzerbi@cdeducation.org?subject=
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1424257/1411632.130614832/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/2bt1fc/e7a85412ac8c5fd45642251d1884f93c
http://myemma.com/powered-by-emma-email?utm_source=e2ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=powered-by-emma-email&utm_content=emma-logo-template-footer
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1424257/1411632/?v=a

