
Friday Notes
September 27, 2019

Calendar
September 30 - Family Association Meeting: 5:30 pm
October 1 - Fall Picture Day
October 1 - Classroom observations begin - Please schedule ahead with the Admissions office
October 2 - Mums delivered to school
October 2 - Positive Discipline Course, 6:00 - 7:30 pm (must be pre-registered, #3 of 6-week course)
October 2-4 - Outdoor Education for 5th-6th graders, Camp Ken-Jockety
October 7-11 - BOOK FAIR & Spirit week
October 8 - SJMS Connect meeting @ Drunch Eatery + Bar 995 N. 4th st. 43201
October 8 - Board of Trustees Meeting 6-7:30 pm in Maria Montessori Room
October 9 - Positive Discipline Course, 6:00 - 7:30 pm (must be pre-registered, #4 of 6-week course)
October 10 - Journey to Discovery. 5:00-7:30 pm. Dinner and childcare provided. Must pre-register.

“It isn’t enough to talk about peace. One must believe in it.

And it isn’t enough to believe in it. One must work at it.”

-Eleanor Roosevelt

Dear Parents,

It is the end of another busy and exciting week full of learning and activities here at St. Joseph Montessori
School! This week we had our first school Mass. Everyone was complimentary of the children and their
behavior. I heard it was the best Mass in a very long time! The Mass Buddies for both third year Children's
House and Lower Elementary students were very helpful. A big thank you to those older Mass Buddies, and
Laura, Connor, and the Mass Choir for the beautiful music that added to the liturgy.  

I started my school learning tour this week with a trip to The Wellington School. I am working to connect with
many different Diocesan, private, and public schools in the Columbus area. I want to learn about the schools
to which our adolescents will matriculate to as they go off to High School. I am also anxious to connect with
other Montessori schools and investigate the state of Montessori education in the Columbus area.  

I want to give a shout out to the 22 parents who are attending the Positive Discipline six-week course on
Wednesday evenings. We are having a GREAT time! They are a wonderful group of caring parents and life-
long learners. I have been asked if I will be offering the course again and if we could have some alternative
times. The answer is, "Yes!" and "Yes!". We will send out a survey the next time around to see if anyone
would be interested in a course during the school day and/or immediately after school. 

I hope you plan to attend Coffee with Brenda on Thursday, October 3 at 8:15. Join us for organic conversation
and sneak previews on plans for the future! Also don't forget the Parent Association meeting on Monday,
September 30 at 5:30. Everyone is welcome and I hope to see many of you there!

Have a beautiful weekend,
Brenda

Montessori Matters
Outdoor Education
by UE2 teacher Laura McCrady

“There must be provision for the child to have contact with
nature; to understand and appreciate the order, the
harmony and the beauty in nature.” - Maria Montessori

Maria Montessori believed deeply in the value of children
being offered the opportunity to explore the natural world
as an extension of their classroom. In our Upper

Elementary classrooms, this takes a variety of forms. Our immediate outdoor space provides us with the
ability to work and give lessons outside, explore the diversity of plant life found within our many gardens, and
observe and work with our new bee hives. These opportunities not only allow the child to become fascinated
with the wonder that is Creation, but also learn how to be thoughtful and caring stewards of the earth.
However, our school’s location in a residential area limits our ability for outdoor exploration. We supplement
these outdoor opportunities by taking the 5th and 6th grade students to outdoor school each fall.



Children from the ages of 9-12 are in a sensitive period for socialization and learning about their roles in the
world. Our classroom is set up so that students have access to the resources they need to make
investigations, explorations and discoveries ranging from the communities they belong to all the way up to
the grandeur of our universe. At camp, they take these investigations to the next level; outside of our four
walls. 

Outdoor School has taken many forms over the years. This year, we are excited to be taking our students to
Camp Ken-Jockety, located in Galloway, Ohio, along the Big Darby Creek. Our students will spend their days
on 220 wooded acres, exploring the woods, hiking, creeking, fishing, and testing their survival skills. A new
aspect will be added to camp this year, as students will be responsible for planning and preparing all of our
meals. They will have the opportunity to practice purchasing food on a budget, planning for dietary
restrictions, and using safe kitchen skills.

No matter its form, outdoor school is a favorite tradition of many students, and something we all eagerly look
forward to. For some, this is the first opportunity to be away from home and family overnight; having their
peers beside them helps with the transition. Living and learning together during their camp experience
helps them to develop a deeper sense of community, builds confidence, and guides them to a better
understanding of the importance of their work inside the classroom. 

Our Annual Spaghetti Dinner is 3 Weeks Away!

The SJMS Annual Spaghetti Dinner takes place in Ryan Hall
on Friday, October 18. Pre-order your tickets before October
16 and save! Adult meals are $8 each, children 3 and older
are $5 each, and children two and under are free!

Gluten-free and vegan meals are available too, though they
must be pre-ordered by Friday, September 14 so we have
enough. Order forms will be sent home next week, but you

can also order your tickets on our website. We hope to see you there! (Did we mention we even have take-
out options??)

Journey and Discovery - October 10

On October 10, participate in our Parent Education
Course, Journey and Discovery. Our Head of School,
Brenda Huth, will lead parents on a journey of discovering
what life is like inside a Montessori classroom. While you
can read about the Montessori experience, this class will
allow you to explore the continuum of the school and
experience Montessori the way your children do. Space is
limited, so register early! Dinner will be provided for
course participants and children in the childcare option.
Childcare will be available for currently enrolled SJMS
students. Sign up here to attend and for childcare.  

Fall Picture Day Is This Tuesday

This Tuesday, October 1, is Fall Picture Day. No special
preparation needed other than your best smile! And if you
happen to leave that at home, picture retakes will be on
November 5.

Schedule change for 4 weeks.

September 30 through October 25, 2019:

Nurse Chris will be here on

Monday, Tuesday, & Friday

Winter Fest Shirt Design Contest
The SJMS Family Association is hosting a shirt design contest for the
Winter Fest shirt. The Rules and Guidelines sheet as well as the
submission form was sent home in backpacks today. Submissions
can be submitted by email or by dropping of a paper copy in the SJMS
before midnight on October 11. The winner will be selected at the
Family Association meeting on Monday, October 22. The winner will

receive a free shirt and 50 activity tickets for Winter Fest on Saturday, December 7.

http://www.sjms.net/spaghetti-dinner
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4faba922a6fd0-journey
https://files.constantcontact.com/99acff6c701/6e5d3bfc-a829-4f35-b138-12a8fb1dbe20.pdf


SJMS Ski Club

Are you curious about joining the SJMS Ski Club in January? Please
complete this interest survey.

Everyone had a great time at Skatezone 71 last night! Thank you Anne Jensen for organizing
it for the Family Association. We appreciate all you do.

August-September
Portrait of A Graduate Characteristic: 

Life-Long Learners
Virtue Link: Vitality

Suggestions for conversations with students:  
What are the many ways you can grow – not just physically but other ways, too? What helps
you to grow? 

Are the things that help you to grow the same as the things that help others? When you look
back over your life and see your own growth, can you also see a purpose to growth? 

How is vitality connected to goal-setting? to self reflection?  

Can you imagine yourself when you have become old, still seeking vitality and growth – why
or why not?  

CLOSING PRAYER

Grow strong in your weakness. Some of My children I've gifted with abundant strength and

stamina. Others, like you, have received the humble gift  of frailty. Your fragility  is not a

punishment, nor does it  indicate lack of faith. One the contrary, weak ones like you must

live by faith, depending on Me to get you through the day. I am developing your ability  to

trust in Me, to lean on Me, rather than on your understanding. Your natural preference is

to plan out your day, knowing what will happen when. My preference is for you to depend

on Me continually, trusting Me to guide you and strengthen you as needed. This is how you

grow strong in your weakness.

 James 4:13-15; Proverbs 3:5; Isaiah 40:28-31
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