
Friday Notes
September 13, 2019

Calendar

September 17 - Constitution Day
September 17 - Mum orders due by 6:00 pm
September 17 - Parent Education Series: Montessori 101 and Growth & Development 6:00 - 7:30 pm
September 18 - Positive Discipline Course, 6:00 - 7:30 pm (must be pre-registered, 1 of 6-week course)
September 20 - Sing for Peace Day: 10:30 am
September 20 - SJMS Fall Family Fun Night 3:30-9 pm, SJMS Playground
September 24 - SJMS Connect Meeting @ 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM at & Juice Co
September 24 - Stress, Anxiety and Depression 6:00 – 7:30 pm
September 25 - Mass 10:00 am
September 25 - Positive Discipline Course, 6:00 - 7:30 pm (must be pre-registered, 2 of 6-week course)
September 26 - Skate Party: 6:00-8:00 pm, Skate Zone 71

Peace begins with a smile,
– Mother Teresa

Dear Parents,
Thank you so much for your patience as we work through arrival
procedures. Wednesday morning went extremely smoothly! I am very
proud of our elementary and middle school students who were ready
with backpacks, lunch boxes, and all followed directions in making
their way into the building! I hope the arrival went smoother for parents
as well. I was able to let our older students get to class at 8:30, which
allows them to begin their day on time.

Please remember if you are arriving after 8:35, check in with Sam at
the main office. Ringing the buzzers in the Children's House

classrooms disrupts their morning work cycle and the Children's House entrances need to remain locked
for safety and security reasons. Sam does an amazing job of getting children to class. We appreciate your
help with this.  

I had the great pleasure of attending the SJMS Connect meeting at & Juice Co. hosted by Dan Prond. SJMS
Connect is a business networking organization made up of parents, parents of alumni, and interested
community business people who have interests in St. Joseph Montessori School, learning more about each
other, and networking and making business connections. We have an amazingly diverse population of
business owners and professionals with varied skill sets and much to offer the Columbus community at
large. Please get involved with this group! Listening to Dan share the number of clients (as a mortgage
broker) that he has been able to acquire based on his connections with SJMS was amazing! We are a
wonderful community with a rich educational history, but we are also professionals, parents, and community
members. Get involved in SJMS Connect...you'll be glad you did! The next meeting is September 24 at 8:30
at & Juice Co.,993 N. 4th Street.

Brenda

Montessori Matters
Being a Lifelong Learner
by MS teacher Brian Lower

Lifelong learning is the "ongoing, voluntary, and self-motivated" pursuit
of knowledge for either personal or professional reasons. Therefore, it
not only enhances social inclusion, active citizenship, and personal

development, but also self-sustainability, as well as competitiveness and employability. Department of
Education and Science (2000). Learning for Life: Paper on Adult Education. Dublin: Stationery Office.

I don’t know about anyone else, but that seems like a mouthful to swallow all at one sitting! I like to consider

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4faba922a6fd0-montessori
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4faba922a6fd0-positive
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4faba922a6fd0-stress
http://eric.ed.gov/PDFS/ED471201.pdf


myself a lifelong learner and I have to look no further than my parents for someone to thank! When I was a
kid, my parents read to me and my brother all the time, and they would read a wide variety of books and
materials to us (I remember my Dad reading his Marine Corps. Guide on how to strip and clean a rifle). As
we got older and became readers ourselves, they would make us read to them and then discuss what we
had just read. And to this day I remember my parents living by one firm motto -- “We don’t really care what
you read (although it did need to be age appropriate) just that you are spending your time reading.” And as
Mr. Frost would say -- “And that has made all the difference,” (The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost).

Thus began my love affair with literature...and space...and physics...and radiation...and ethics...and
history...and social issues...and politics...and matter & anti-matter…multiple dimensions...space travel...and
the list goes on and on...

Oh, did I mention that I fell in love with and learned about all of this because of comic books and graphic
novels?! That’s right -- I learned that the speed of light was 186,000 miles per second thanks to the Flash, I
learned about Japanese internment camps and the Allies/Axis in WWII because of Captain America, about
the “Einstein-Rosen” bridge theory from the Fantastic Four, racism from Black Panther and Luke Cage, the
Hero of Harlem (I had no idea what or where Harlem was until I read that comic in the 70’s), social injustice
and segregation from the X-Men, and diversity from Kamala Khan a young Pakistani-American Muslin who
becomes Ms. Marvel and Miles Morales a bi-racial high school student who becomes Spider-Man. I learned
all of that and more -- “And that has made all the difference.” 

It didn’t stop there, no not at all. My love of comics turned into a love of literature, and a love of science (I am
still trying to figure out how to get an irradiated spider to bite me!), a love of physics, chemistry, art, music
and, most importantly, a love of learning. And that is what being a lifelong learner is all about to me: finding a
passion, exploring that passion, fanning the flames of that passion, and continuing on discovering new and
different things. I still remember when I read “The Watchmen” from DC comics, listed on Time Magazine's
list of the 100 best books of the 20th Century, how it explored alternative history and alternative timelines,
and because of that I read Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West by Gregory Maguire
an alternative take on The Wizard of OZ  by L. Frank Baum. The problem with being a lifelong learner, if we
can call it that, is that once you start, you head down the rabbit hole and it is easy to keep going down, down,
down...(see how I threw another literary reference in there). I continue to jump down that rabbit hole as often
as possible...“And that has made all the difference.”

We are fortunate, and our students/children are fortunate, because we live in the Golden Age for lifelong
learners with resources at our fingertips that I could only imagine as a kid or read about in books -- Douglas
Adams in “The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy” predicted an item that is basically the iPad, three decades
before they became a reality, and I remember how much I wanted one of those “Guides” when I read the
book in 1982. Today I have that “Guide” and so much more. I have the computing power of the Mercury
Space program in the palm of my hand, I have access to books from around the world (Audible, OverDrive,
Amazon, Inter-Library Loan, Ebooks), shows about every topic you can imagine, and Podcasts, lots and lots
of podcasts. Now being the history junkie I am, I can download and listen to a podcast like “Revisionist
History” with Malcolm Gladwell, “Hardcore History” with Dan Carlin, or “Stuff You Missed in History” with Tracy
Wilson and Holly Frey. Or I get my science fix with “StarTalk” with Niel deGrasse Tyson, sports fix with
“NikeTrained”, and news/humour with NPRs “Wait, Wait...Don’t Tell Me.” There is something for everyone, in
every medium you can imagine, and it is all out there waiting to be devoured! “And that has made all the
difference.”

How can you encourage your student/learner/child to be a lifelong learner - model the behavior by being a
lifelong learner yourself! Share with them a passion you have - golf, pottery, computers, reading, cooking, or
any other myriad of things you may be passionate about. Share with them the resources you use to learn
more about your hobby. If you are like my wife who loves to cook, she is often watching a YouTube video,
downloading a recipe from a website, or watching “The Great British Baking Show”, and she has shared this
with our 6 year-old-son, Zachary, who now enjoys cooking and has started to show an interest in chemistry
and how different ingredients react to one another (he loves watching dough rise -- but only for about 10
seconds then he gets bored). Find something THEY are interested in and explore it more in-depth. Possibly
you have a student who loves Batman. You can talk about how, at heart, he is a detective and uses
forensics, science, and technology to solve crimes. Then get them a book about detective work, forensics,
engineering (Batman does make some pretty cool gadgets) or maybe introduce them to Sherlock Holmes,
Agatha Christie, or Edgar Allen Poe. Head to a museum, park, special site -- Ohio has some great ones like
COSI, the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, Franklin Park Conservatory, or
Columbus Zoo. Find their passion, find your passion, find a shared passion, discover what makes
someone a lifelong learner...then fan those flames of learning. Watch the path they choose to go down...“And
that has made all the difference.”

ALL NEW Parent Education Series:

St. Joseph Montessori School
2019 - 2020 Parent Education Series

Montessori 101 and Child Growth & Development
When: September 17 from 6:00-7:30 pm
During this course, we will cover the basic foundations of Montessori
philosophy and the Planes of Development. This course is open to all
parents, and childcare will be available for currently enrolled SJMS
students. Sign up here to attend and to register for childcare. Childcare
will be available for currently enrolled SJMS students. 

Positive Discipline Series
When: Each Wednesday from 9/18 - 10/23, 6:00-7:30 pm
(9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/16, 10/23)

https://www.sjms.net/parent-education
https://www.sjms.net/parent-education
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4FABA922A6FD0-montessori


During this six week course, our Head of School, Brenda Huth, will examine positive discipline techniques.
This class is geared towards parents of our younger students but anyone is welcome to attend. There will
be a $30 materials fee per family for the course workbook package. If you are interested in attending, you
must pre-register for the course by September 11. Childcare will be available for currently enrolled SJMS
students. Sign up here for childcare, you must sign up for each session that childcare will be needed.

Fall Family Fun Night
Friday September 20 3:30- 9:00 PM

Join us on Friday, September 20 from 3:30 PM -
9:00 PM for the Fall Family Fun Night sponsored by
the SJMS Family Association. Hangout with your
class, meet your Room Parents, play some fun
games, jump in the bounce house, and have dinner
from the Food Trucks. The party moves inside at
7:15 PM for a private movie showing in Ryan
Hall. Bring a picnic blanket and sprawl out on the
gym floor for this family-friendly film. Enjoy treats
from the Bake Sale during the movie. All children of
all ages must be accompanied by an adult at this
event. Click here for more details.

Fall Mum Buddies 

Our Fall Mum Buddies Fundraiser ends Tuesday!
Students should have brought home the mum
packet in their backpacks. Our Mum Buddies
Fundraiser ends on September 17. Mums will be
available for pick up at SJMS on October 2. The
Family Association thanks you for supporting their
Fall Mum Buddies Fundraiser. Order form

SJMS Chess Club Fall Session BeginsSJMS Chess Club Fall Session Begins
September 24September 24

SJMS Chess Club Fall Session Begins Soon
Come learn the rich, storied game of chess while
testing out your moves against the best! Students
will discuss world champion opening moves,
perform middle game variations, devise tactical
combinations, rehearse end game patterns, enjoy
group activities, perfect tournament rules and
regulations, and partake in our very own weekly club
tournament. Students will also be given the
opportunity to compete for the school at local events.
K-8th grade students are welcome to join.
See the a ttached flyera ttached flyer  for more information.
Register here .Register here .
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SJMS Ski Club

Are you curious about joining the SJMS Ski Club in January?
Please complete this interest survey.

Laudato Si Environmental Club

This club extends our Montessori and Catholic
practices with regards to caring for God’s
Creation. Inspired by both Pope Francis’ 2015
encyclical Laudato Si and by Maria
Montessori’s vision of the interdepdency of the
social and natural worlds, we pursue student-
driven environmental initiatives including bee-
keeping, recycling and upcycling. We hope to
look at vermicomposting, gardening and urban

habitat support in the future. This is a hands-on approach to caring for the earth, our
common home!

Who: SJMS students Lower Elementary through Middle School
When: approximately 2 Tuesdays a month

Where: in the Atrium flex room, the apiary and various green spaces on campus
Cost: free to students, but we ask families to sign up to provide healthy snacks

HOW DO I SIGN MY STUDENT UP?
CLICK HERE FOR THE LINK:

Hey Parents,

SJMS is interested in starting an Ultimate club! Ultimate is a
non-contact sport that is played by two teams who score
points by catching a flying disc in the opponent's end
zone. Watch this 3-minute video for more information! If
you’ve stopped by during recess, you’ve probably seen the
students playing! It’s a ton of fun!

The club would be open to all 4th through 8th years at SJMS. Practices will take place on
Mondays and Thursdays from 6:00 - 7:30 pm. We will begin meeting the week of September
9th and depending on interest and weather, may run year-round. Practices will consist of
conditioning, drills, and a lot of practice as we work to better learn the sport, but as a club our
main goal will be to have fun and play Ultimate! Being a club, it’s also not necessary to attend
every meeting. If your athlete can only attend one day a week or needs to leave early, that’s
great!

Evan Boylan, Connor McMonagle, and Anthony Bocija will be coaching. For those who don’t
know, Evan teaches in UE1 with Sarah, Connor teaches Music and Band and has a vast
knowledge of ultimate, and Anthony Bocija is an SJMS alumnus.

The club fee will come out to $20 per month.

Register here.

Please let me know if you have any questions!

August-September
Portrait of A Graduate Characteristic: 

Life-Long Learners

http://bit.ly/2UiWtP1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScIA3e2uo2sRqZJJG5oy4vocRNy1gn9Buw3hrm57ZUl9tDloA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkMMqOUNyKk
https://forms.gle/VJkMt4EzzF35D9tQ6


Virtue Link: Vitality
Servant of God Dorothy Day

and Peter Maurin

Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin were unlikely friends.
They came from different backgrounds and had
different plans for their lives. However, they formed a
friendship in which each inspired the other to be the
best versions of the themselves. Even though
Dorothy had enjoyed a successful career as a
writer, she felt challenged to learn more about
peace and justice. She wanted to live out Jesus’
words in the Gospels. Peter Maurin had ideas about
that and Dorothy listened. Dorothy had ideas, too.
She could take Peter’s inspirations and translate
them into practical plans. Their friendship produced
a vitality -- a personal growth and transformation – in
each of them. This vitality had a lasting impact on
the world. Together, they founded hospitality houses
in poor neighborhoods, where needy people would
be treated with dignity and would be given what they
needed to survive. Peter and Dorothy experimented
with farming. They started a newspaper. They
participated in protests for peace and justice. They
prayed and studied the Bible. They spent their whole
lives trying to grow personally and serve broadly.  

CLOSING PRAYER

Do Everything in dependence on Me. The desire to act independently–apart from Me–springs from the

root of pride. Self-sufficiency is subtle, insinuating its way into your thoughts and actions without your

realizing it. But apart from Me, you can do nothing: that is, nothing of eternal value. My deepest desire for

you is that you learn to depend on Me in every situation. I move heaven and earth to accomplish this

purpose, but you must collaborate with Me in this training. Teaching you would be simple if I negated

your free will or overwhelmed you with My Power. However, I love you too much to withdraw the godlike

privilege I bestowed on you as My image-bearer. Use your freedom wisely, by relying on Me constantly.

Thus enjoy Presence and My Peace.

John 15:5; Ephesians 6:10; Genesis 1:26-27
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