
Friday Notes
October 11, 2019

Calendar
October 14-18 - Terra Nova Testing Grades 4th - 8th grade students
October 15 - Mass 10:00 am, Sacred Heart Church
October 18 - Admission Open House, 9:00-10:30 am for prospective parents
October 18 - Spaghetti Dinner: 3:30-7:00 pm, Ryan Hall
October 22 - SJMS Connect Meeting 8:30 am - 9:45 am
October 23 - Positive Discipline Course, 6:00-7:30 pm, (must be pre-registered,5 of 6-week course)
October 24 - International Children's Day: 9:00 am sharp. CH-Lower Elementary
October 25 - Staff Professional Development Day - NO SCHOOL/NO EXTENDED DAY
October 28 - Family Association Meeting: 5:30 pm (childcare available)
October 30 - Positive Discipline Course, 6:00-7:30 pm, (must be pre-registered,6 of 6-week course)

A single sunbeam is enough to
drive away many shadows.

-St. Francis of Assisi

Dear Families,

Thank you to each family that visited the Book Fair this past week. Children absolutely love to
have a new book! The proceeds from the Book Fair are added to our Family Association
funds. Every family is automatically a member of the Family Association and welcomed and
encouraged to participate in community-building activities. They sponsor many of our events
and help fund goings out and special projects on campus. They work closely with Melanie,
Director of Development, Marketing and Project Management, and enhance the education of
our children each and every day! Thank you SJMS Family Association!

I had an extremely productive Friday! I was invited to speak to the Midtown Area Real Estate
Association. Sharing a bit about my personal story and what brought me to Columbus, a short
overview of Dr. Maria Montessori’s life and legacy, and most importantly, St. Joseph
Montessori’s story and what a gem we have right in the heart of Italian Village was exciting for
me and well-received. Two of the members present were able to give personal accounts of the
effect SJMS has had on their own lives…they are parents of very successful graduates! Many of
the realtors are long-standing residents of Columbus and had no idea our beautiful Montessori
school is an option for the families of Columbus. Several of them will be touring during our
Open House event on Friday, October 18. Realtors can be influential in a family’s decision to
relocate to a specific area of any city. I was honored to be a special guest and share the SJMS
story!

I will be off campus next week (October 14-17), in Dallas, for AMS School Accreditation
Commission meetings. I will be back on Friday the 18th in time to see you all at the Spaghetti
Dinner! 

Have a beautiful weekend,
Brenda

Montessori Matters
Fall by Lower Elementary teacher Becky Tanner

When I was charged with writing about Fall, my first response was
“Oh no! I don’t have anything good to say about Fall.” Fall is when my
flowers begin to die. The leaves fall off the GIANT maple tree in my
backyard and I have to rake them up. We start to put summer away:
the swimming gear, flip flops and sandals, shade umbrellas, our
vegetable garden, and my favorite spot; the hammock.  

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/francis_of_assisi_753007
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/francis_of_assisi_753007
https://www.columbus.gov/measles/


Then, I realized Fall is about so much more! Fall is when the trees display their glorious colors for all the
world to see. Fall brings all things pumpkin spice! The excitement and newness of a school year begins in
the fall. While Fall is about raking leaves, it’s also about jumping in them! Fall brings warm fires and
s’mores. Fall brings the excitement of pumpkin carving and for some, dressing in costumes. Fall signals a
time for families to come together and give thanks for all that is good.  

As the weather begins to cool and summer wraps itself up, let us think about all that we have to be grateful
for.   

To Autumn by William Blake
O Autumn, laden with fruit, and stain'd

With the blood of the grape, pass not, but sit
Beneath my shady roof; there thou may'st rest,

And tune thy jolly voice to my fresh pipe,
And all the daughters of the year shall dance!
Sing now the lusty song of fruits and flowers.

'The narrow bud opens her beauties to
The sun, and love runs in her thrilling veins;

Blossoms hang round the brows of Morning, and
Flourish down the bright cheek of modest Eve,
Till clust'ring Summer breaks forth into singing,

And feather'd clouds strew flowers round her head.

'The spirits of the air live in the smells
Of fruit; and Joy, with pinions light, roves round

The gardens, or sits singing in the trees.'
Thus sang the jolly Autumn as he sat,

Then rose, girded himself, and o'er the bleak
Hills fled from our sight; but left his golden load.

Pre-Order your Spaghetti Dinner
tickets by October 16!

The SJMS Annual Spaghetti Dinner takes
place in Ryan Hall on Friday, October 18.
Pre-order your tickets before October 16
and save! Adult meals are $8 each,
children 3 and older are $5 each, and
children two and under are free!

Gluten-free and vegan meals are
available too, though they must be pre-ordered by Wednesday, October 16 so we have
enough. Order forms have been sent home , but you can also order your tickets on our
website. We hope to see you there! (Did we mention we even have take-out options??)
Order form here.

International Children's Day Parade
Thursday, Oct. 24, 9am

International Children's Day is an annual tradition at SJMS! Children are
invited to dress up in something typical of a country of their choice and
participate in a morning parade. Parents, please don't panic! These don't
need to be authentic national costumes although if you do have one, it will
be wonderful to see kids dressed up this way.

In the past, we have had Russian ballerinas, European kings and queens,
children wearing a kimono, clothes from India and China, a sombrero to
represent Mexico, etc. Let your imagination and the content of your closet
guide you but NO Halloween costumes please!

The parade will start promptly at 9:00 am. All Children's House and Lower Elementary students
will participate.

Schedule change for 4 weeks.

September 30 through October 25, 2019:

Nurse Chris will be here on

Monday, Tuesday, & Friday

Battle of the Books Club
A club for 5-8 year students. Club

runs October 17- March 12 on

http://www.sjms.net/spaghetti-dinner
https://files.constantcontact.com/99acff6c701/9c7039a0-4720-44f4-9401-3a1feef55ea1.pdf


Thursdays. The club meets on
Thursday's during the students

lunch hour in the library. They eat
lunch together and share what they
have been reading. There is no club

fee.
Register here  Print this form

and return with club fee.

Doodlers Unite Club
Doodlers Unite is a club for Upper Elementary students.

Students will explore art, develop their drawing skills,
and hone in on a personal style.

Club will meet on Fridays at 12:00 pm in the Art room. A
$20 fee covers a tee shirt, sketch pad & pencils. After
registration the fee will be added to your Smart Tuition

account.
Space is limited to the first 18 students registered.

Register Here  Print this form and return
with club fee.

Paint Club
Paint club is an opportunity for Middle School
students to expand their painting skills and
interest in art.

Register here Print this form and return
with club fee.

Ski club is getting ready for the upcoming season.

Email Matt Corlett at matthew.corlett@gmail.com to get details on
how you and your children can be a part of the wintertime fun!
Look for the Ski Club table at the Spaghetti Dinner.

There is a measles outbreak in the United States.
The U.S. is in the midst of the greatest measles outbreak since 1994 and since measles was declared
eliminated in 2000. Nearly 800 cases of measles have been confirmed in 23 states, including all states
surrounding Ohio.
Click here to read more about Measles. The City of Columbus Public Health

October- November
Portrait of A Graduate Characteristic: confidence

Virtue link: perseverance
Confident learners stick to their tasks because they know they will eventually succeed. They
possess this inner quality of “grit” because they have been treated with respect by the adults

in their lives and are comfortably aware of their own potential.

Perseverance vs. Determination
Which one is right for your goals?

What's the difference? Obviously, consistent
and temporary are complete opposite terms.

But, what's the difference between
perseverance and determination? In

technical terms, perseverance is considered

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezztpjhJZpGA1gwJV3MkTsrESdZX6B7RPTF_oKgU7zAVGffQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://files.constantcontact.com/99acff6c701/4a03d018-82ac-4924-9830-50150fec377c.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2CyopJVoTwoMGySZSa0c70WlFZffCZ6wJdbpZVqOnt7aNSQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://files.constantcontact.com/99acff6c701/b9bfa95f-8987-4095-a203-5a44f9808c72.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfjFCVimwGgKK_fnHsdSvuOJc4fHv2nrTLX2v2pyj03hBp1Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://files.constantcontact.com/99acff6c701/6d773125-1fd0-4d90-bbb0-ccf51e3ed334.pdf
mailto:matthew.corlett@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/99acff6c701/f06337e5-f910-4390-b07b-e33769487316.pdf
https://www.columbus.gov/measles/


"steadfastness in doing something despite
difficulty or delay in achieving success," and

determination is considered "firm or fixed
intention." Click to continue reading.

A prayer of St. Francis of Assisi's.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy; 
 
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  

Amen."
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https://motivation.media/perseverance-vs-determination
https://www.facebook.com/SJMSColumbus
https://twitter.com/S_J_M_S
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