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"To be, in a word, unborable... It is the key to modern life. If you are immune to boredom, there is literally
nothing you cannot accomplish"  - David Foster Wallace 

CALENDAR 
May 31 - Last Day of 2018-2019 School Year! 
June 6 - Final Progress Reports Mailed 
August 18 - Classroom Orientation & Back to School Kickoff  
August 18-19 - Children's House Smart Start Conferences 
August 19-20 - Erdkinder Boot Camp, 8:00-11:30 am 
August 20 - Middle School Orientation, 8:00-11:30 am 
August 20 - Primary Orientation, 8:30-11:30 am 
August 21 - First Full Day of School for All Students 

Montessori Matters
SJMS teacher Michael Graham 
Erdkinder class trip 2019 
 

The 7th and 8th-grade students are extremely
grateful for the generosity of the school
community in supporting our class trip to

Savannah Georgia.  The Pizza lunch program and the bake sales contributed to another
successful educational week away from the stationary classroom.  Life experience was our
classroom from May 13th to 17th and it was an experience that the students will take with them
wherever they go.  In case you have not heard it said before, the class trip is an Education and
not a Vacation.   
 
                In order to experience our “education” away from SJMS the students learn the
importance of arriving early and preparing for the bus ride.  Students arrived at 5:13 am and
arranged themselves for the 12-hour journey to Savannah.  Each year the bus ride is one of the
most memorable experiences for the students as they spend time talking, laughing and sleeping
their way to their destination.  One of the newer ways that they like to communicate with each
other is through their cell phones, even though they are only two seats away.  It baffles me
entirely, but it does make for a quieter trip.   
 
                On the class trip students learn that there is something to be discovered no matter
where one is.  We learn about local history, arts, ecology, and culture.  In Savannah, we learned
about its history from its founding to the present day.  We saw and held aquatic animals on Tybee
Island.  We explored past stories through walking tours and while on our ghost tour we learned that
Savannah is built upon its dead (they only moved the headstones!).  We explored local artists
from the past and into the present through sculpture and the Savannah College of Art and
Design.   We sampled local cuisine and took in the sights and sounds of southern culture and
architecture.   
 
                One thing that we leave behind, wherever we go, is a positive impression of our school
and our culture.  We consistently receive compliments from tour guides, store owners, hotels, and
museum staff.  These are always unsolicited and offered freely from those who see many school
groups come and go.  We owe this also to all of you who have helped to shape these students
into who they are today and we thank you for giving us the opportunity to represent St. Joseph
Montessori school each and every year.   
 
 

Scroll to the end for Montessori Moments!

Free Summer Activities! 
By Melanie Steadman 
 
Below is a newly compiled list of fun things to do in and
around Columbus this summer that have the added
bonus of being free. Because - let’s be honest - free is
always amazing! Columbus and Ohio as a whole have so
many fun activities for families and it’s our mission to
explore them. 
 
Take advantage of Commons for Kids at Columbus
Commons. Every Friday from June 7- August 9 from
10am-1pm, the Columbus Commons will be bustling with
fun free activities for kids of all ages! 
 
Check out Movies by Moonlight each Tuesday night at

dusk on the Town Square at Easton Town Center. Some features include The Wizard of Oz, Stuart
Little, Tarzan, and Mary Poppins! 
 
Visit the Columbus Children’s Festival on June 16 from 10am-4pm at Westerville North High
School. The event begins with a Family Fun Foam Run at 10 am, a Descendants character
breakfast, 3-on-3 soccer tournaments, and a food truck festival all in one day! Admission to the
festival is free, but some of the activities do have a small fee. 
 
Pick out fresh produce at a local farmer’s market! There’s one in many of the Columbus
neighborhoods. Click here for a complete list of local markets. 
 
Visit one of Columbus’ many splash pads, including the Scioto Mile Fountain which shoots jets of
water 75' in the air and has an underground reservoir that holds 110,000 gallons of water! 
 
Take a Hike! Put on your hiking boots and venture out to one of the Columbus Metro Parks. While
you’re there, earn your Metro Parks Explorer Badge by attending five programs in a 12-month
period. The easiest way to view their calendar of events is to like them on Facebook. 
 
Journey a bit further to the Hocking Hills, located 50 miles southeast of Columbus. Pack a picnic
and enjoy a day exploring nature! 

What Should I do today? 35 Free things to do with your kids this summer in Columbus.

 
Participate in a summer reading club at your local library, here are a few to check out: 
 

May 31 - July 28: Bexley Public Library, A Universe of Stories Summer Community Read 
June 1 - August 3: Columbus Metropolitan Library Summer Reading Challenge.
May 28 - July 28: Worthington Library Summer Reading Club.

 
Hopefully, this list will come in handy as you encounter free afternoons and plan for weekend
journeys.  Enjoy your summer and your time with your family. I hope you have amazing
adventures, create lifelong memories, and your children return to school in August with incredible
stories to tell. Thank you for sharing your students with us this year, we can’t wait to see them
again soon!  
 

Friday notes can now be found
on our website.
 

Each Friday Notes email will available on the
website for 6 weeks following its publication
and can be found under the current parent tab. 

Executive Board & Chairs for 2018-
2019 
 
The Family Association is pleased to
announce their Executive Board and Chairs for
the 2018 - 2019 School Year. Highlighted in
yellow are open positions with a brief
description of position responsibilities. If you
are interested in filling an open role, please
contact Tiffany Cooper or Melanie Steadman. 

Officers 
•  President: Tony Celebrezze 
•  Vice President: Marcella Lee 
•  Secretary: Open
Position. Responsibilities: records minutes of

all Executive Council and general membership meetings, distributes meetings, informs public of
all FA meetings, maintains records, maintains membership roll. 
•  Treasurer: Polly Mapes

5 at Large members 
1. Anne Boninsenga 
2. Ann Miller Tobin 
3. Adam Dabilis (Care Committee Coordinator) 
4. Angie Timkin (Volunteer Coordinator)  
5. Anna Jensen (Social and Enrichment Chair) 
 
3 appointed by the president 
1.  Matt Corlett  
2. Tiffany Cooper 
3. Tina Collins 
 
 
Other Committees 
Room Parent Coordinator, PT Conference Dinners - Stephanie Tresso Celebrezze 
Fall Festival - Cheralyn Corlett, Kristen Johnson 
Back to School - Marcella Lee 
Book Fair - Tiffany Cooper and Karin Vermander  
Interest Fair - Anna Jensen and Ann Miller Tobin 
Pancakes with Santa - Ann Miller Tobin and Anne Berring 

SUMMER LEARNING CAMP June 10 - July 26

Urgent: space is limited, please contact the office before
registering as some weeks are now full. 
 
Every summer, we take our core Montessori beliefs, stir in some sunshine,
and add a splash of water to create an excellent summer learning
opportunity for your child. From becoming paleontologists to art made with
water, this year's SLC is sure to please. Check out the complete Program

Guide here for details on each week's theme. Registration and emergency forms here. 

Columbus City Schools
Transportation 
 
If you live in the Columbus City School
District and your children are enrolled at St.
Joe's for the 2019-2020 school year, you may
apply for CCS transportation. Please apply
online at www.ccsoh.us/transportation.aspx.
Be sure to select the Charter/Non-Public

Request (tab on the left). Please complete your application by the first week of August, so that
you will be routed by the first day of school. Note: CCS will only provide transportation for grades
Kindergarten and older. Also, if you completed the online application process for this current
school year, you do not need to reapply for 2019-2020. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

2019-2020 Calendar Highlights

Click here to view the Calendar
Highlights.

Closing Prayer

God our Father we come to say thank you for your love today. Thank you for our families and all
the friends you give to us. Guard us through the dark of night and in the morning send your light.
Bless our school family, teachers, staff, and students, as we start the summer break. 
 
Amen 
 
 

��� Like us on Facebook! ���

Friday Notes is a weekly newsletter published every Friday during the academic year by the St. Joseph Montessori
School. Send comments, concerns, and questions to Heather Zerbi. 

The above Donate button supports our SJMS Annual Fund.
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