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St. Joseph Montessori School is pleased to offer you this 
Curriculum Map, a broad overview of the educational experiences 
we offer at our school for each level.  The Curriculum Map is a 
result of our collaboration as educators. It aims to demonstrate the 
genius of the Montessori approach, which meets the needs of each 
individual student through a prepared environment, and a 
teaching method that respects the growing child. 

We invite you to read through, paying particular attention to the 
descriptions of all that is offered at your child’s level. Please also 
peruse our offerings at other levels, and notice that our 
curriculum is integrated, sequenced, content-rich and 
comprehensive. 

As you look through the Curriculum Map, you will see features of 
an SJMS education that are uniquely Montessori:  practical life 
activities, emphasis on movement, global perspectives, 
opportunities for investigation, orientation to peace, and 
interdisciplinary study. The Montessori approach provides a 
seamless transition between levels, and helps us to structure an 
experience that nurtures the unique capacities of each child as he 
or she develops intellectually, socially, physically and spiritually. 

Sincerely, 

The SJMS Curriculum Committee  
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Curriculum Map – Children’s House (3, 4 & 5 yrs.) 

The 3-6 year old child constantly asks, “What is it and what is it called?” 
This natural curiosity and the tendency to move and explore allow him/her 

to take in a tremendous amount of information from the environment.  
Maria Montessori called this "the absorbent mind." Thus, a quality learning 

environment is essential to the development of the whole child. The SJMS 
Children's House preschool and kindergarten program provides an 

enriching hands-on learning experience with specially formulated and 
sequentially placed materials for practical life activities, sensorial 

exploration, math, language, art, science, and geography. Through scientific 
observation Dr. Montessori determined children learn best at their own pace 

and given the choice of activities.  At SJMS, children choose work from 
among the self-correcting materials in a prepared environment. Through 
discoveries, children develop skills in observation and problem solving, 
beginning the journey from concrete to abstract in preparation for the 

complex studies of the elementary program. 

 

Practical Life 

Practical Life activities help the child develop and refine the skills 
he/she will need for daily living. These exercises form the 
foundation for all subsequent learning, and allow the child to 
develop a sense of order, concentration, coordination and 
independence.  All of the activities include movement, which the 
child is gradually learning to control and refine. Practical life tasks 
include a sequence of steps that hold the interest of the child while 
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lengthening the child's attention span. The child is free to repeat 
the activity since repetition will eventually lead to mastery of the 
skills involved. The importance of the activities is in the process 
not the product. In the Practical Life a child may practice pouring, 
while nearby a child practices buttoning. Two children may sit 
and enjoy a snack they prepared for themselves, while another 
tries their hand at using a screwdriver. Here they are refining 
gross and fine motor skills, care of self, others and the 
environment and food preparation. Grace and Courtesy lessons 
are also included. Children's use of good manners and their 
kindness towards one another are reflective aspects of respect. 
These interactions express internal qualities and external practices 
that provide the child with an essential foundation on his path 
towards independence and lifelong learning. 

Practical Life activities develop: 

• Order 
• Concentration 
• Coordination 
• Independence 
 

Sensorial 
Developing the five senses stimulates a natural interest and gives 
the child “keys to the universe.” Preparing the child for 
mathematics, many materials contain ten pieces, while others 
have geometric or algebraic concepts built into the work. Children 
distinguish by size, color, form, or shape. They develop auditory 
discrimination with the Sound Cylinders and Montessori Bells. 
Tactile abilities are expanded through Touch Tablets. They 
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experience bitter, salty, sweet and sour tastes with tasting 
activities. 

Sensorial exercises: 

• Provide preparation for science 
• Lay the foundation for higher math 
• Foster a spiritual sense of wonder 

 

Mathematics  
With Montessori materials, children discover math concepts by 
manipulating concrete objects. The child learns the quantities and 
symbols from 1 to 10 and will progress to recognizing numbers to 
9,999. Many will count to 1,000, using bead chains. They 
encounter place value and equivalencies. As they are ready, they 
are introduced to addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 
and fractions. Children identify coins and tell time in a pressure-
free way, with self-correcting materials. 

Language Arts 
Our curriculum harnesses what Dr. Montessori called the child’s 
“sensitivity” to language.  The environment is rich in oral 
language opportunities: conversations, stories, poetry and 
syllabification as part of games at circle time. Sandpaper letters 
foster sound and letter recognition, after which children begin 
reading phonetic words. Then, they move to reading phonetic 
books. The sensorial and practical life materials prepare the child 
for writing, copying letters in the sand tray, on the chalkboard, 
and later, on paper. Words are constructed with the movable 
alphabet. Having mastered this, the child writes phrases, then 
sentences. Children nurture a love of books in library story times, 
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developing group listening skills while celebrating authors and 
illustrators. On the 100th day of school, Kindergarten students 
partner with a 7th or 8th grade buddy and read 100 books 
(collectively) in just one hour! 

Montessori education capitalizes on the child’s natural: 

• Sensitivity to order 
• Tendency to move 
• Interest in the world 

 

Geography 
Physical geography lessons progress from the general to the 
specific: from the whole world down to neighborhoods. Children 
learn about continents, land forms, oceans and lakes. In cultural 
geography, they discover the food, music, clothing, customs, and 
housing of different cultures, as well as the plants and animals of 
their lands. Each fall, during International Children’s Day, 
students dress in ethnic costumes and join a school-wide parade. 
Comparing their lives with the lives of others’, children appreciate 
similarities and differences found around the world. 
 
Science 
To the young child, the world is endlessly fascinating – small 
rocks and living things to distant planets. Montessori children 
observe, analyze, measure, classify, experiment and predict with a 
sense of wonder. Children learn to distinguish between living and 
non-living things and plants and animals. Through gardening and 
lessons in Botany, children learn the parts of trees, leaves, flowers 
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and seeds.  Zoology includes the study of the animals, vertebrates 
and invertebrates and the human body. In Physical science 
experiments, children investigate magnetism, buoyancy, and 
simple machines. Lessons in Earth Science give the children 
vocabulary related to weather, seasons and the solar system. 

Montessori Science: 

• Involves hand, head and heart 
• Invites active investigation 
• Includes real scientific terms 

 
 
Peace & Religion 
Dr. Montessori observed that young children are earnest and 
innately spiritual! The Montessori Peace Curriculum prepares the 
child to become a peace seeker. Group activities, which include 
lessons in grace and courtesy, conflict resolution, kindness and 
respect for self, others, and the environment.   At SJMS, the formal 
religious curriculum begins in Kindergarten with the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd, a Montessori-based approach to spiritual 
formation for children. Classes take place in the “Atrium” – a 
prepared environment, filled with hands-on materials. Within this 
space, each child’s own gifts and callings are respected. Children 
hear and ponder Scripture: Kingdom Parables and stories of Jesus’ 
life. They learn the names of objects seen in church and cities of 
the Holy Land. In the atrium, children may make a booklet of 
their own prayers, copy short Scriptures, or draw butterflies and 
hearts. A child might softly play religious songs on the lap harp. 
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Others move small figures of sheep and a shepherd, recalling the 
Good Shepherd who calls them by name. 

Spanish 
Our specialist visits the Children’s House classrooms and 
introduces the Spanish language using simple vocabulary:  
numbers, colors, shapes, greetings, and the Spanish alphabet. 
Songs and games reinforce learning in way that is fun and 
exciting. 

Music 
Our children are exposed to ear training through echo clapping 
and a variety of singing games. They explore rhythm through 
speech, movement and playing percussion instruments. They 
begin to use Montessori music materials such as sound boxes, 
bells and are introduced to instruments of the orchestra with 
hands-on demonstrations. 

Art 
Activities of Practical Life lay the groundwork for art expression. 
Within the classroom, children develop their creativity through a 
variety of art media. The Kindergarteners visit the art room 
starting in January, where they are introduced to activities they 
will enjoy when they enter the elementary level. Children create 
2D and 3D projects as they explore clay, watercolor, oil pastels, 
acrylic paint, and cut paper. 

Movement & Physical Education 
The Children’s House classroom is set up so children move as 
they learn. Movement cards inspire children to stretch and 
balance during work time. Group activities and outdoor play are 
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part of every day. Additionally, students visit the gym weekly. 
Through the use of balls, hoops, scooters, and climbing 
equipment, they learn awareness of their body, taking turns and 
motor planning. Children develop balance, flexibility, and cross-
pattern awareness in gymnastics and simple games. Kindergarten 
students focus on ball skills, dances, and group games. 

Montessori education recognizes that movement 
is linked to cognition. 
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Curriculum Map – Primary Level (1st-3rd Grades) 

The 3-6 year old child asks, “What is it and what is it called?” The 6-9 
year old child asks, “How does the universe work?” The new imaginative 
capacities of these students take them far beyond their Children’s House 

experiences, as they collaborate, experiment, research, and express 
themselves in a multi-age environment. Carefully designed, 

manipulative materials invite investigation and present complex 
concepts at an early age. To feed the intellectual appetite of these 

learners, Dr. Maria Montessori prescribed instruction that gives the big 
picture first and then allows the child to focus on the details. The five 

“Great Lessons” – dramatic, impressionistic stories – present prevailing 
theories of science and history to the child: the Story of the Universe; the 
Coming of Life, the Coming of Humans; the Story of Language; and the 

Story of Numbers. The Great Lessons ignite the child’s interest in all 
that has happened over millions and millions of years. 

 
Practical Life 
In the elementary classroom, practical life includes the day-to-day 
care of the classroom: plant and pet care, cleaning, and 
organizing. Most significantly, children keep a record of their own 
work using a weekly work plan to develop time-management 
skills. Other practical life activities include sewing, weaving, and 
cooking. 
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In Children’s House, a child repeats a practical activity to perfect it, 
but the 6-9 year old sees practical activities as a way to build 
community. The idea of service has taken root. 

Language Arts 
The classroom nurtures a culture of literacy, as children are 
surrounded by poetry, folktales, nonfiction, and classic literature. 
Children read out loud, give presentations, and dramatize the 
work of an author to solidify comprehension. The composition 
curriculum focuses on pre-writing strategies, organization, and 
editing. Students write stories; opinion-based pieces; and 
informative, narrative, and topic-driven essays. Writing is part of 
the weekly work plan, and is integral to our Junior Great Books 
program. This program extends students’ skills in 
communicating, using classic stories that are rich in ideas. Here, 
students develop reading and critical thinking skills by asking 
questions, formulating and sharing their opinions, and supporting 
their ideas with evidence from the selections they read. They also 
utilize hands-on materials in grammar, spelling, and word study. 

Children visit the SJMS Library weekly, learning literary terms 
and exploring specific authors and texts, through creative projects. 
They develop research skills, celebrate Caldecott Awards, and 
commit “random acts of poetry!” Technology complements the 
hands-on Montessori approach, especially in research and 
publishing written work. I-pads allow students to reinforce 
concepts they have explored concretely, for example, basic math 
facts. Children also learn the skill of typing on the computer. 
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Mathematics 
The mathematics materials engage the hands and the mind, so 
children learn through trial and error, through independent 
discovery, and from their peers. Building on concepts acquired in 
Children’s House, the child uses the Golden Bead material to 
explore place value. The Bank Game is one of many activities that 
helps to hone skills of quantity/symbol association, concrete 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Such materials 
quickly move the child to abstract math concepts, including 
problem solving, measuring, finding equivalent fractions, 
exchanging, and graphing. The materials enable the child to 
practice algebraic thinking, laying the foundation for more 
complex work. In the primary geometry program, wooden prisms 
help the child master the terminology of all of the plane figures 
and solids. They learn types and positions of lines, angles, and 
shapes. By experimenting and manipulating geometric materials, 
children discover congruence, symmetry, and equivalency. 

Montessori Math: 

• Offers a variety of materials to practice skills 
• Develops quantitative sense 
• Promotes strategic thinking 

Cultural Studies 
The five “Great Lessons” pique interest in botany and zoology as 
they relate to historical and environmental factors. Students learn 
the six kingdoms of the living world and the external parts of the 
living animals and plants as they study. Related experiments let 
the child discover the vital processes of living things – plants, 
fungi, and vertebrate and invertebrate animals. Inquiry-based 
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research is encouraged. An introduction to the world’s biomes 
helps the child to connect animal adaptations to the environment. 
In a classroom full of maps, plant and animal cards, and 
nonfiction books, students have the opportunity to do their own 
research on the ways plants and animals survive within various 
ecosystems. Geographic study thus not only connects to science 
but also to history in the study of civilizations and countries. 

Montessori Cultural Studies: 

• Are interdisciplinary 
• Link science, history, and geography 
• Show that discovery is ongoing 

Wooden puzzle maps of each continent are studied, with children 
learning the names, flags, animals, cultures, and geographic 
features of each country. History begins with the study of time, 
including clocks, calendars, and timelines. The “Great Lessons” 
inspire research on different eras of time, which include the 
evolution of plants, animals, and humans through various time 
periods. As various fundamental needs of people (like shelter, 
transportation, food, and clothing) are explored, the children 
research and chart changes in these needs over time and across 
cultures. Cultural Studies meet or exceed state standards in 
science. In Physical Science, children experiment to see how forces 
affect the motion of objects. In Earth Science, they observe the 
weather and investigate real samples of rocks, minerals, and soil. 

Religion 
Children visit a prepared environment that fosters spiritual 
growth using a Montessori-based approach. The “atrium” is the 
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home of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. CGS gives a wide 
view of salvation history and emphasizes the great gift of the 
Bible. The Parable of the True Vine helps the child to see how we 
are connected to each other and to Christ. Sacramental 
preparation is offered to those families who request it. 

The Montessori Peace Curriculum is used in the classroom to 
support religious formation, developing awareness of self, 
community, culture, and environment. Lessons of grace and 
courtesy help students consider how they interact with one 
another in ways that demonstrate respect and compassion. 

“The child [has] not only a hunger for knowledge and understanding, 
but [also] ... a desire to distinguish good from evil by his own powers” 
Maria Montessori 

Spanish 
Students build on the basic Spanish vocabulary learned in 
Children’s House and expand their knowledge through writing, 
reading, songs, and games. They explore the rich traditions of 
Hispanic culture, with special emphasis on Catholic traditions. 

Music 
Building on the sensorial training of Children’s House, 6-9 year 
old children begin to understand musical notation. They are 
introduced to simple folk dancing. Inspired by listening to Vivaldi 
and Satie, children begin to compose using instruments. 

Art 
After exploring the elements and principles of art, children 
discover Art History and famous artists – Henri Matisse to Piet 
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Mondrian. Engaging independent projects with clay, papier-
mâché, and paint are inspired by diverse artists: from Leonardo 
Da Vinci to Faith Ringgold. In their regular classroom, students 
discover that artistic expression is one of the Montessori’s 
Fundamental Human Needs; so the students’ work in the art 
room connects them to the history of humanity’s striving. 

Physical Education 
As a physician, Maria Montessori knew the importance of health 
and movement. In our weekly gym class, simple, noncompetitive 
games help children improve ball skills, refine motor control, and 
learn good sportsmanship. Track and field, gymnastics, and dance 
activities allow for the development of personal fitness. 

The Montessori teacher gently directs the natural curiosity of the child, 
igniting the imagination with interesting experiences that lead the child 

to ask questions and explore fully. 

To this end, SJMS offers students weekly experiences with specialists 
who nurture curiosity. 

  



15 
 

 

Curriculum Map – Middle School (4th-6th Grades) 

The young child asks, “What is it and what is it called?” The elementary 
school child asks, “How does the universe work?” zeroing in on the 

details of human society and the natural world. The teachers “strike the 
imagination” of students, with engaging stories, questions, and self-
paced experiments, all of which ignite interest. The rich and logically 
sequenced prepared environment enables the child to independently 

practice skills. In a multi-age classroom, students collaborate, research, 
analyze, and teach each other. The universe reveals its complexity, and 
the child becomes increasingly responsible for his or her own learning. 

Practical Life 
The older child gets satisfaction from using practical skills to serve 
the community. At this age, students form committees and take 
charge of cleaning and maintaining the school environment. They 
plan service projects, outings, and parties for the class. They care 
for class pets and plants. They serve as safety monitors during 
after-school pickup. Time management is an important life skill in 
our fast-paced world. The 9-12 year old child develops executive 
skills by tracking and prioritizing personal assignments using 
weekly/monthly planners. In today’s world, computerized 
analytics are a fact of life. Without overemphasizing its value, we 
consider standardized testing a practical life experience, and 
support students in becoming familiar with this method of 
assessment. 
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Practical Life: 

• Fosters a sense of community 
• Prepares the child for independence 
• Demonstrates the real-world relevance of what is learned 

 
Language Arts 
Our rich culture of literacy builds on the language skills learned in 
earlier years with the Montessori curriculum. Writing is seen as an 
extension of the child’s spirit. It involves composition, 
handwriting, and spelling. Students practice varied forms of 
composition: poetry, essay, story, and report. Spelling and 
vocabulary are taught developmentally, so each student, 
regardless of level, is assigned words that are challenging but not 
so difficult as to be defeating. Students use concrete grammar 
materials to review the nine parts of speech and to analyze the 
structure of sentences. This all comes together in the work of 
diagramming sentences in their 6th year. 

A literature-based approach to history provides a thorough 
picture of life in an era. Children read primary sources and 
historical fiction. They may read the Legend of Gilgamesh when 
studying Sumer or the fictional Crispin when studying the Middle 
Ages. Literature also helps refine composition. In discussing a 
book, children analyze the use of point of view, foreshadowing, 
vivid description, and metaphor. Read-alouds let children hear 
the rhythm and “music” of a text and build community through 
group enjoyment of a book.  
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Library time supports growth of the love of reading as well as 
technological and research skills (assessing websites, choosing 
nonfiction resources). Students apply these skills for “Interest 
Fair” – researching, writing a paper, and producing 2-D and 3-D 
visual aids on a self-chosen topic. They formally present their 
work orally to judges who come from the community.  

Mathematics 
The 9-12 year old explores mathematics through concrete 
materials, gradually moving to abstraction. The core of study 
consists of the four operations applied to whole numbers, 
decimals, fractions, percentages, and mixed numbers. Students 
develop fluency with facts and have the opportunity to explore 
other concepts, such as square root and probability. In geometry, 
the focus is on understanding lines, angles, polygons, and closed 
curved regions and their properties. Students derive formulas for 
perimeter, area, and volume, and apply them. Students refine 
their mathematical vocabulary to explain their thinking and to ask 
questions. Word problems develop critical thinking and the 
relevance of computational and logical skills. 

No matter what we touch, an atom, or a cell, we cannot explain it 
knowledge of the wide universe.” Maria Montessori 

Cultural Studies 
The Montessori approach is interdisciplinary, integrating science 
and social studies as ongoing historical achievements of 
humankind. In the “hands-on” spirit of Montessori, textbooks are 
only supplemental to our timelines, charts, and models. Students 
learn by doing: building models of the Colosseum, King Tut’s 
burial mask, or a Neanderthal skeleton. They learn calligraphy 
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with quill pens and study illuminated manuscripts of the Middle 
Ages. They construct timelines. They visit Adena Mounds and the 
Ohio Historical Society. They focus on the fundamental needs that 
every culture has had to meet, given the resources and technology 
available to them. Students study geography using pin maps and 
atlases. Geography includes physical and earth sciences. One 
highlight of the 5th and 6th grade years is a three-day trip to an 
outdoor education center where children learn about plants, 
animals, archeology, geography, and environmental studies. 
Additionally, students investigate astronomy, magnetism and 
electricity, rocks and minerals, chemistry (history of atomic 
theory), simple machines, and weather. 

Biology 
Beginning with cell study, students examine osmosis in plant and 
animal cells. Videos, experiments, and microscopes enhance the 
study of biology. They conduct detailed research of the six 
kingdoms of life, especially the animal phyla. In a classic lesson 
called “The Great River,” students are given an analogy of the life 
processes and systems that comprise the human body. Guest 
speakers from Columbus State and Ohio State connect classroom 
studies to real-world research and practical application. 

“The child begins to ask: What am I? What is the task of man in this 
wonderful universe? Do we merely live here for ourselves, or is there 
something more for us to do? Why do we struggle and fight? What is 
good and evil? Where will it all end?” Maria Montessori 
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Religion 
Middle school students visit the “Atrium” – a prepared 
environment that fosters spiritual growth, using a Montessori-
based approach, the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Children 
explore the moral parables of the Gospels along with Old 
Testament Scripture. They consider events and people in history 
who have worked for, or against, to God’s plan to unite all people 
in love. They learn to “read” the symbols of the Catholic 
sacraments and to connect them to the Bible. Students may lector 
at Mass. The Montessori Peace Curriculum is used in the 
classroom to foster a sense of self and community. Lessons 
include how to disagree, how to speak up for a friend, and how to 
see an issue from another’s point of view. 

Spanish 
The 9-12 year old child expands skills in reading and writing 
Spanish and is introduced to grammar. Hispanic culture is 
explored with interactive projects and independent research on 
famous Spanish speakers. Emphasis on Catholic traditions in 
Hispanic communities is deepened. 

Music 
The upper-elementary student learns to play the recorder and to 
compose percussion pieces with instruments from around the 
world. Singing and note reading are developed in Middle School 
choir. Children analyze the form and history of music from Bach 
to works of Copeland and Ives. Band and hand-bell choir are 
electives. 
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Art 
Our students expand their art vocabulary with “Art: A to Z.” 
From Acetate and Animation to Zoetrope and Zentangles, each 
creative project visits the historical context of a technique. We 
nurture the capacities of each individual with discussions, 
planning and sketching, and independent work. Our mantra: 
“There is more than one right answer in art.” 

Physical Education 
As a physician, Dr. Montessori valued health and activity. Our 
students develop ball skills and sportsmanship in various sports, 
from basketball to badminton. Students develop flexibility, 
balance, and personal goal setting through dance, gymnastics, and 
the Presidential Fitness Challenge. 

The 9-12 year old child has incredible intellectual capacities. However, 
Dr. Montessori was interested in the development of the whole child. To 
this end, SJMS offers students weekly experiences with specialists who 

foster physical, creative, and linguistic growth. 
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Curriculum Map – Erdkinder (7th-8th Grades) 

The young child asks, “What is it and what is it called?” The elementary 
school child asks, “How does the universe work?” The adolescent asks, 
“What can I do with this knowledge, to contribute to my world?” Dr. 

Maria Montessori saw adolescence as a time of great physical, emotional, 
and spiritual growth. She sought to empower young people, giving them 
responsibility, inspiring them through mentorship, linking academics to 

real economic life, and connecting them with the natural world. At 
SJMS, the Erdkinder program builds on a Montessori foundation, 

balancing academic studies with authentic work in the classroom and the 
community. Students learn to set goals and become masters of their own 

time in preparation for success in high school and beyond. 

Practical Life/Field Studies 
Erdkinder students take an annual week-long class trip that is an 
extension of the classroom curriculum. The students help to 
determine activities, the cost, and logistics of the trip. They engage 
in practical economic activities to support the cost of the trip. The 
students prepare for the physical, moral, and social independence 
that is an integral part of this trip away from home through 
shorter field trips throughout year. A special bond among the 
students and a new self-awareness are benefits associated with 
this experience. 

“Only practical work and experience lead the young to maturity.” 
 – Maria Montessori 
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Language Arts 
Montessori saw that adolescents have a great need to 
communicate effectively. Thus, Language Arts in Erdkinder hones 
each student’s creative abilities. Students read a variety of authors 
– from Shakespeare to Dickens and Tolkien – and interpret, 
critique, analyze, identify, and respond in oral, written, and 
technological forms. Literature links with themes from cultural 
studies. Students improve their expressive skills in weekly journal 
entries and essays. Vocabulary study expands the student’s 
communicative capacities. For “Interest Fair,” students choose 
and complete an extensive research project on a topic of personal 
interest, under the mentorship of a teacher. They develop outlines, 
take notes, edit drafts, and cite multiple sources. The final product 
(an 8-10 page research paper, a 2-D and 3-D visual aid, and a 
presentation) reflects both the skills gained in a Montessori 
education and the curiosity inspired by it.  Erdkinder students 
frequently access the SJMS library for research. In addition, at a 
stage in their lives when social life is so important, literary 
gatherings and book clubs become a haven for discussion of 
important themes. The Erdkinder Book Club meets in the library 
monthly to discuss a selection and “goes out” to view a book-
turned-movie once a year. Students who love reading compete 
against other schools in the Battle of the Books and our budding 
writers hone their skills at the Power of the Pen competition. 
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The Montessori Adolescent: 

• Is eager for role models 
• Seeks a place in society 
• Wants to challenge him/herself, physically, intellectually, 

and interpersonally 

Mathematics 
Erdkinder math stretches students’ logical and critical thinking. 
7th graders investigate number patterns, integers, rational 
numbers, inequalities, proportion, percentage, probabilities, 
measurement, linear functions, polygons, and transformations. 
8th graders explore monomials, multi-step equations and 
inequalities, systems of equations, geometry in two and three 
dimensions, measurement, data analysis, and statistics. Many 
lessons are taught through projects or experiments. Mathletics, a 
web-based learning program, facilitates differentiated practice 
and review of essential skills. Students who demonstrate 
readiness for algebra may elect to complete that course at SJMS, 
entering high school with advanced standing.  SJMS sends a team 
of math aficionados to compete against other schools in 
MathCounts. 

Cultural Studies 
Erdkinder builds on Montessori foundations, emphasizing 
common needs and interdependencies. 7th grade students explore 
World History. What they learn of the past informs their 
consideration of immigration and globalization in our own 
diverse, American society. 8th graders investigate U.S. History. 
From pre-Columbian America through Reconstruction, emphasis 
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is placed on the roles of women, immigrants of all nations, 
religious movements, technological innovation, and the problem 
of slavery. Both 7th and 8th graders approach history through a 
variety of methods: reading primary sources, role-playing, 
debating, creating artwork, cooking, participating in class 
discussions, and consulting informational texts. Geography is 
integrated into all unit studies. From a young age, Montessori 
students are encouraged to wonder and question; Erdkinder 
students continue this tradition in critically assessing current 
events. 

Science 
An inquiry-based approach inspires students in science. Many 
learning activities include a lab component. 7th grade topics 
include cell structure and function, plant processes and 
reproduction, energy, resources and conservation, earth’s 
atmosphere, weather, climate, and foundations of chemistry. 8th 
graders study the laws of motion, simple machines, thermal 
energy, states of matter, minerals and rocks, plate tectonics, 
earthquakes and volcanoes, clues to earth’s past, geologic time, 
and genetics. Students go beyond the facts by developing their 
own projects. Class discussions prepare them to critically analyze 
scientific information and discoveries. 

Erdkinder Religion offers: 

• A place for sharing questions 
• Time for self-reflection 
• Group discussion of moral challenges 
• Inspiration for living a personal mission 
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Religion 
For Erdkinder students, the Montessori approach is applied to the 
diocese’s religion curriculum. Group discussion is key – often 
prompted by modern music, video, literature, or art. Journals are 
used for personal reflection. In this way, students navigate the 
contemporary landscape with a moral and spiritual foundation. 
7th grade Bible study applies Scripture to the social and cultural 
pressures faced by teens. We talk about forming healthy 
relationships with others. 8th graders look closely at the processes 
of moral decision making, and at the history of the church. 
Confirmation preparation is offered to those who request it. The 
Montessori Communication Curriculum is used in the regular 
classroom to foster spiritual and community awareness and 
personal responsibility. 

 “[We] must have the greatest respect for the young personality, 
realizing that in the soul of the adolescent, great values are hidden, 
and that, in the minds of these boys and girls there lies all our hope of 
future progress and the judgment of ourselves and our times.”- 
Maria Montessori 

Spanish 
Students study high-school level Spanish during their 7th and 8th 
grade. Informal and formal assessments of writing, reading, 
listening, and speaking prepare them for high school. They 
research Hispanic artists, watch a movie in Spanish, and help plan 
a Fiesta for the entire SJMS community. They explore Hispanic 
contributions to the Catholic faith. 
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Music and Drama 
Adolescents develop singing voices through solo, ensemble, and 
part singing. Erdkinder students perform musicals with 
choreography, such as “Seussical” and “The Wizard of Oz.” The 
hands-on Montessori approach extends to the construction of 
cigar box guitars and the creation of a prepared piano. 
Technology, such as “Quaver,” enhances music learning. The bell 
choir and band perform at school and in the community, sharing 
their gifts with others in the Montessori tradition. 

Art 
Students create more complex works of art, reflecting personal 
choices and increased skills. They emphasize the planning stage, 
with sketches before creativity can proceed. Observational and 
perspective drawing projects are a priority, along with portfolio 
development work. Students are also introduced to a variety of 
art-related career opportunities. 

Physical Education 
Students learn tournament play and team rotation, and put into 
practice all the skills they have acquired. Through the “Teen 
Health” curriculum, our students receive drug-resistance 
education. They study nutrition, safety, human growth, mental 
health, relationships, and cyber safety. 

Maria Montessori knew learning is enhanced by the arts and the arts are 
a fruit of learning. Opportunities to create and appreciate art are 

integrated into history, literature, and Spanish. Erdkinder students 
receive instruction from professionals in areas of specialty. 
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For more information, 
contact St. Joseph Montessori School 

at 
Tel: (614) 291-8601 

Email: sjmsoffice@cdeducation.org 
or visit www.sjms.net 


