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April 26, 2019

“Bees do have a smell, you know, and if they don't they should, for their feet are dusted with spices from a
million flowers.”  
― Ray Bradbury

CALENDAR 
April 29 - Family Association Meeting 5:30pm (childcare available) 
May 2 - Spring Concert 6:30pm 
May 3 - The Spanish Fiesta and Techno Trek 
May 7 - SJMS Annual Meeting 5:30-6:30pm 
May 7 -  Retirement Celebration for Kathy Koehler  6:30 - 8 PM 
May 13 - 17 - Optional Conferences all levels 
May 13 - 17 - Erdkinder Class Trip 
May 20 - Family Association meeting: 5:30pm (childcare available)  
May 23 - Variety Show: 6:30pm, Ryan Hall 
May 27 - Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL 

Scroll to the end for Montessori Moments!

Montessori Matters by Connor McMonagle, 
SJMS Music Education Teacher
  
Thank you all for your hard work while encouraging SJMS

students to practice for the spring concert. Join us as we celebrate

SJMS student's hard work and success on May 2, 2019 at 6:30

pm. This year's concert is Disney themed! I encourage students to

dress up as their favorite Disney character.

 
Costumes: please do not bring any props or extraneous

components to the costume. (If they can't sing or play their

instrument because of their costume, than that's probably not the

best costume!).  If the student does not want to wear a costume,

please find an SJMS t-shirt for them to rock for the evening! 

 

Reminders for Thursday, May 2: 

Dress Rehearsal: 12:30-3:00pm 

Spring Concert: 6:30pm 

 

Just a friendly reminder that our spring concert is mandatory for our 4th-8th-grade band and bells

students. If your student cannot attend the concert, please email Connor.
 

Montessori Matters is a column by our faculty and staff on a range of Montessori-related topics
and events.

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl 
 
Lent is over and we live in the joy of the Easter Season. If
your family has been participating in the Catholic Relief
Services Rice Bowl campaign --  thank you!  Your
contributions will go to help people all over the world --
people like Norma from Guatemala, Annet, and her
siblings from South Sudan, Christyan in Sri Lanka,
Kumba in Sierra Leone, and Ona in Gaza. Given the
recent violence in our world targetting people of various
faiths, your generosity is even more significant. If you

watched the Stories of Hope Videos each week, you noticed that CRS helps the poor and vulnerable
regardless of their faith traditions.  SJMS reflects this desire to build community across differences. What
an opportunity!  
Please return your Rice Bowl contributions to the atrium next week. The students will work with Sandy,
our business office manager,  to learn how to count the money and SJMS will send one check to CRS.
Your change changes lives! Your sacrifices give the gift of hope! To learn more check out their website. We
are grateful! 

An Important Announcement from The 
Laudato Si Club. 
  
Cathy Johanni and Linda Miller facilitate SJMS' Laudato Si
Club. With their guidance, Atticus, Alissa, Avery, Emma,
Francis, Heidi, Henry, James, Jonah, Lucy, Mariah,
Oscar, Sage, Shannon, and Sophia of the Laudato Si
Club have been working this school year to bring a
beehive to the SJMS campus. GREAT NEWS! The
bees will be arriving this weekend! Bee Calm please. All
of your children have been given instructions and
lessons about the bees. The club asks for your support
and excitement in welcoming the bees. For the

children's safety, the beehive has been placed along the south wall of Ryan Hall away from the
playground. Two epi-pens have also been purchased as a precaution. If you have any questions or
comments, please email the Laudato Si club or feel free to call the school for more information.
Bee Happy!

 

Reminder of Dress Code

As the days begin to get warmer, it's not a bad idea to
double check the dress code in the SJMS Parent &
Student Handbook. Parents can either consult the
handbook they received near the beginning of the year
or find the extracted pages with the dress code
policy here.

Spanish Club Project 2019 - Food for the
Poor: El Salvador 
 
Our Spanish Club members have decided to
raise money for El Salvador. The students
spent a couple of weeks learning about this
country and its needs. El Salvador is
overpopulated and is one of the poorest
countries in the world. Food for the Poor is an
organization that helps the poor in different
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.
They help with basic needs like housing,
water, medical services, and education. We
will have different activities on Tuesdays
during the month of April. Our goal is to raise
$600.  

 
When - Tuesday, April, 30 all week raffle: $1, drawing during Spanish Fiesta on 5/3

Family Association Board is seeking
candidates to serve 2019-2020 school
year. 
 
Family Association will hold elections for the next
school year in April. If you would be interested in
serving with us, please contact Stephanie Tresso
or Angie Maynard.  
The available board positions are President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 5 Members at
Large.  To read more about the available positions,
check out our Bylaws. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

2019-2020 Calendar Highlights

Click here to view the Calendar
Highlights.

Urgent: Summer Learning Camp has limited
space available. June 10 - July 26 
 
Every summer, we take our core Montessori beliefs, stir in
some sunshine, and add a splash of water to create an excellent
summer learning opportunity for your child. From becoming
paleontologists to art made with water, this year's SLC is sure to
please. Check out the complete Program Guide here for details
on each week's theme. Registration and emergency forms here. 

Justice is the virtue of the Month for April and May  

The Virtue is Justice and the definition we are using is: 
"Fair isn't everybody getting the same thing..... 
Fair is everybody getting what they need in order to be successful." 
 
Our saint is Saint Katherine of Drexel.  She was from a very rich but generous family.  When she
received her inheritance, about $20,000,000, she used it to start schools for the Native Americans and
Africans Americans.  St. Katherine Drexel believed that everyone deserved an education.  By doing this,
she was not only practicing the virtue of justice but the virtue of courage as well. Education was not
offered to these children in the late 1800's early 1900's. 

CLOSING PRAYER

You are Mine for all time; nothing can separate you from My Love. Since I have invested My very
Life in you, be well assured that I will also take care of you. When your mind goes into neutral and
your thoughts flow freely, you tend to feel anxious and alone. Your focus becomes problem-
solving. To get your mind back into gear, just turn toward Me, bringing yourself and your problems
into My Presence. Many problems vanish instantly in the Light of My Love because you realize
you are never alone. Other problems may remain, but they become secondary to knowing Me and
rejoicing in the relationship I so freely offer you. Each moment you can choose to practice My
Presence or to practice the presence of problems. Romans 8:38-39; Exodus 33:14

��� Like us on Facebook! ���

Friday Notes is a weekly newsletter published every Friday during the academic year by the St. Joseph Montessori
School. Send comments, concerns, and questions to Heather Zerbi. 

The above Donate button supports our SJMS Annual Fund.
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