
The Montessorian
Published for the St. Joseph Montessori School Community

Summer 2011 Volume 26 - 5th Edition

A Summer of Exploration
By: Gui Bradshaw, Summer Camp Coordinator

Features
Children’s House......2
Lower Elementary......3
Upper Elementary......4
Photo Album...........6
Summer Sun Maze.......7
Newspaper Staff.......8

Ph
ot

o:
 G

. 
Br

ad
sh

aw

Our Lower Elementary level tried science experiments at summer camp.

T          his summer was yet another wonderful 
one at SJMS. We had more than 80 camp-
ers over the course of 8 weeks who got to 
do everything from designing tee shirts and 
making instruments to hiking “Old Man’s 
Cave and eating green eggs and ham. It 
was truly a hot summer, but our campers 
and staff made the most of every day and 
enjoyed themselves and each other’s com-
pany.

Our children’s house camp discovered 
the rainforest, read with Dr. Seuss, and 
became community helpers. The camp-
ers were able to meet a police offi cer, and 
learn about some of the people who work 
in our community to keep us safe. The tra-
ditional 4th of July parade was enjoyed by 
all as the older campers and some school 
staff watched and cheered for the parading 
preschoolers on their tricycles, bicycles, 
big wheels and wagons. They also learned 
about the importance of recycling in our 

community and how we can each make a 
difference.

The lower elementary group was able to 
enjoy themselves at the at the Tuttle pool, 
renamed “Tuttie pool,” almost every week. 
There was art and science and the creativ-
ity of the campers came through on a daily 
basis. There were pictures and paintings 
as well as making habitats from around 
the world and original comic book heroes. 
There was food from around the world in-
cluding a cool summer desserts for the hot 
summer days. The students made ice art 
and clouds while discovering the amazing 
things that water can do.

Our oldest campers, upper elementary, took 
to all parts of Columbus and beyond. They 
visited pools and waterparks, made their 
own movies and did all kinds of art, includ-
ing painting and scrapbooking. There were 
disc games and board games and even a few 
card games to play. The students learned 
about balance and control of their minds 
and bodies while the studied aikido. They 

even conquered sewing and some fashion 
design while recycling and reusing materi-
als to make bags and accessories.

It was truly a great summer and the staff 
worked very hard to make it a special camp 
for every student. It was the creativity and 
inspiration of our staff that took this year’s 
summer learning camp in many new direc-
tions and made it a unique experience. I 
want to thank all the campers, families, and 
staff who helped to make this a memorable 
summer. Enjoy August, get ready for the 
school year and we hope to see you back 
next summer.
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Children’s House

Other classes 
featured in the 

Children’s House 
program include:

Peace Week 
Community Helpers

Dr. Seuss

Our annual Fourth of July 
parade was a huge hit.
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On The Farm
By: Roxanne Holonitch

Fourth of July
By: Xavier Conrad

Nursery Rhymes
By: Rowan Swartz

The Children’s House students performed 
for the Lower Elementary class.

Recycle Week
By: Connor Johnson

Rainforest
By: Devin Drenoas

For the 6th week of summer camp, 
the Children’s House level students 
learned about Nursery Rhymes with 
Bethany Torres as their teacher. 

They took their time to learn many 
classic nursery rhymes. They sang 
songs and made some arts and crafts 
for each nursery rhyme. They had 
plenty of fun to last the summer. 
They ended the week with a show 
for family and friends in the multi-
purpose room. 

In conclusion, the Children’s House 
students learned about nursery 
rhymes in a fun way.

“Reduce! Reuse! Recycle!” was the 
theme for the week in Children’s 
House. Bethany Torres helped teach 
our students about recycling and 
making our world a better place. 

As a fun product, the entire camp 
collected found objects to create a 
recycled art project. 

The students learned about how im-
portant our world is to save.

Bethany Torres, in our Children’s 
House level, turned everyone into 
American patriots with “America 
the Beautiful” week. To start the 
week, students decorated tricycles, 
wagons, and scooters for our annual 
Fourth of July parade.

They created arts and crafts projects 
that help our students say, “I love 
USA!” 

“On the Farm” week started the 
summer off right by learning about 
all the animals on the farm. Bethany 

Torres helped the class to create a 
play for an audience with fun songs 
and masks.

Our Children’s House students ex-
plored what makes rainforests so 
special. They learned about the ani-
mals, plants, and weather found in 
rainforests. Using arts & crafts, the 
class made fun things to share with 
their families at home.
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Gabriella Gant serves up a 
delicious pizza for the class.

Rebecca Conrad 
gives a guitar a try.

Other classes 
featured in the 

Lower Elementary 
program include:

Habitat Week
All I Art

Lower Elementary

Music Week
By: Xavier Conrad

Let’s Make a Meal!
By: Roxanne Holonitch

Comics & Cartoons
By: Rowan Swartz

Simple Science
By: Devin Drenoas

Games & Sports
By: Connor Johnson
For the fi nal week of summer camp 
in our Lower Elementary level, stu-
dents learned about many games 
of the world. The class was led by 
Bobby Jones in the Primary 1 class-
room. 

The children could try out many 
types of sporting equipment that 
would be found in the Olympic 
Games. They also learned about the 
history of the games.

This was a great way to end our ac-
tive summer.

Students in our Lower Elementary 
class, during week 5, learned about 
cartooning and comics with Jeff Os-
trowski as their teacher.

They tried to draw in many differ-
ent styles and used alot of different 
tools to create cool artwork.

The class was also introduced to 
some famous artists who choose 
cartooning as a career. Fun was the 
goal for this class, and each child had 
some fun by the end of the week.

Yummy! Students tried their hand at 
cooking up tasty food like pizza for 
their cooking week. This class used 
many skills like teamwork and mea-
suring.

The students in the sixth week of 
camp in our lower level caught “the 
music bug.” They tried out many 
ways of performing with plays, 
skits, and music.

The teachers even demonstrated in-
struments to the students and gave 
them a chance to try them out! The 
instruments included drums, gui-
tars, and saxophones.

In Our City
By: Joseph Tinapple

Jerry Wang enjoyed the 
science lessons outside.
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Albert Einstein would be impressed 
with the work of our Lower Elemen-
tary students during science week. 
They made homemade ice-cream, 
tried to make a clay boat fl oat, and 
many other fun experiments.

Hometown pride was key in learn-
ing about our city. Jeff Ostrowski 
led his class on a fi eld trip through 
the Short North to look at the ar-
chitecture and graffi ti. When they 
returned, they made clay sculptures 
with their new ideas.
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Upper Elementary
Discover Ohio
By: Xavier Conrad

Scrap Rap Week
By: Rowan Swartz
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Ben Ingraham-Dwyer 
experienced with tie-dye.

Our class visited JoAnn Fabrics 
to pick out paper and stickers.

How Things Are Made
By: Joseph Tinapple
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Game Club
By: Devin Drenoas

In Upper Elementary level, Scrap 
Rap Week was the bomb! Roxanne 
Holonitch, our art teacher, helped 
students use paper and stickers to 
create scrapbooks.

In the mornings of the sixth week of 
camp, the art room was fi lled with 
fun scrapbooks created by hand. 

On Wednesday, the class went to 
JoAnn Fabrics in Dublin to buy 
more supplies. It was fun for all!

Games! Games! Games! This class 
was led by Bill Reed, our Middle 
School teacher at SJMS, during 
week 5 of summer camp.

Our multi-purpose room was fi lled 
with fun games that everyone en-
joyed. 

Games like “Traitor,” “Shadows 
Over Camelot,” “Life,” and “Saro” 
were popular with the class. 

Bobby Jones and the Upper Elemen-
tary students went around Columbus to 
learn about how things are made. First 
they stopped at Bunn-minnich Organ 
Factory on Monday to see how organs 
are made. On Tuesday, the class went 
to Weisenbach Recycled Products to 
see how recycled buttons are made. On 
Wednesday, the class stopped to visit 
Shout Out Loud Prints to make a t-shirt 
print. Then, On Thursday, the group 
visited Jeni’s Ice-Cream Factory and 
tasted  alot of great ice-cream fl avors. 
Finally, on Friday, the class went to the 
Candle Lab to make candles.

“My favorite was the ice-cream tour,” 
said Devin Drenoas. Ours, too!

T-Shirt Week
By: Xavier Conrad

Disc Sports
By: Devin Drenoas

On week 4 of summer camp, Roxanne 
Holonitch and the Upper Elementary 
students made different kinds of t-shirts 
each day. The techniques they used in-
clude: tie-dye, fabric markers, puffy 
paint, and computer print-out sheets. 
The class visited Powell Prints in Hill-
iard to learn about screenprinting. Each 
student made three shirts to add to their 
wardrobe.

On Week 7 of summer camp, the 
class traveled all over Central Ohio, 
with Linda Miller at the wheel. First, 
the class visited Hocking Hills and 
Old Man’s Cave. Next, they visited 
the Park of Roses and the Columbus 
Museum of Art. The week ended 
with a rafting trip at Morgan’s Ca-
noe Livery.

Breathing in some fresh air and hav-
ing fun were the goals of this fun 
class. Bill Reed brought a bag full 
of frisbees and the fun began.

To end the week on a high note, the 
class visited the Scioto Disc Golf 
Course. 
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The class visited a print shop 
to make a t-shirt.
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Upper Elementary
Making Movies
By: Connor Johnson

Other classes 
featured in the 

Upper Elementary 
program include:

Summer Fun!
Hike, Bike, and Swim

Math & Science Learning

Paint Club
By: Joseph Tinapple

They put it all together on the 
computer.
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Cooking Up a Slice of 
Summer
By: Roxanne Holonitch

Elias Anderson focuses on 
making a great painting.

Connor Johnson constructs a 
marshmallow tower.
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Lights! Camera! Action! For Mak-
ing Movies week, students used 
many skills to make a movie. They 
interviewed classmates, toured the 
city for fi lm footage of color and 
texture, and used cool computer 
software to put it all together.  

In all, the class made a comedy skit, 
a news cast, and a music video. 
Each student received a copy of the 
movie to keep.

“The whole week was awesome,” 
said Xavier Conrad.
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Math & Science
By: Connor Johnson

Aikido
By: Rowan Swartz

Bill Reed was the sensai for our Ai-
kido class in week three in the af-
ternoon. 

During the class, our upper elemen-
tary learned a unique type of martial 
art... Aikido! The students practiced 
in Ryan Hall, then went on a fi eld 
trip to an actual dojo. The class 
learned self defense, inner strength, 
and self awareness. 

This class was a tasty experiment 
for our students, led by Linda Mill-
er. Students made marshmallow 
towers and visited the taco trucks in 
Columbus.

With a palette and paint brush, our 
Upper Level explored painting with 
Roxanne as the teacher. Everyday, 
each student received a blank can-
vas to fi ll with creative ideas. The 
class also went on a walking tour of 
galleries in the Short North, with a 
stop at Jeni’s Ice-Cream for a treat.
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Our Upper Elementary students 
started preparing for the new school 
year by coming to Math & Science 
week. Susan Walling, Laura Mo-
ser, with the help of Susan’s friend 
Abby, led the class through math 
and science experiments. This class 
was available to SJMS students in 
4th - 8th grade.

Max & Garrett Thesing 
work on a math puzzle.
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Say Cheese!
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Summer Sun Maze



Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Student Writers
Xavier Conrad
Devin Drenoas

Connor Johnson
Rowan Swartz

Joseph Tinapple

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Gui Bradshaw

Summer Camp Instructors
Elma Pundavela

SJMS Summer Learning Camp
c/o SJMS
933 Hamlet Street
Columbus, OH 43201
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In the fi nal week of summer camp, our small group came in 
to put a big newspaper together for you to enjoy. Students 
used interviews and notes to write interesting articles about 
the summer courses available. To end the week, our group 
toured rDesign and Printing in the Short North to learn about 
how a printing company works.


