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              hen was the last time you       
         came face-to-face with a pen-
guin? Have you ever touched a 
cockroach from Madagacar? Many 
of the students at SJMS can now an-
swer “Yes!” to those questions. 

On November 17th, we welcomed 
some animals and their trainers 
from the Columbus Zoo and Aquar-
ium for a visit. Many of the animals 
on display included a falcon, a pen-
guin, a cockroach, an alligator, and 
a cheetah.

The trainers discussed how humans 
impact the habitats of animals all 
over the world,  which ties into our 
accreditaion goal of “caring for 
God’s creation.” 
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The penguin got to know the students 
by walking around Ryan Hall.

Jonah Hunter (MS) helped show 
a Madagacar Cockroach to the 

school.

Ph
ot

os
: 

R.
 H

ol
on

it
ch

Chloe Miracle (MS) visited with 
the alligator at the end of 

the assembly.
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Dominic Paul (P3) was one 
of the lucky winners of a 

children’s raffl e.

Jaycie Getzinger (P1) used her 
arts & crafts skills to make a 

fun snowman plate.

Henry Schaffner, Max Shank, Carter Mc-
Crary, and Oscar Shank (MS) gave the 

box maze a 10 out of 10 for FUN!

Sydney Gibson (MS) went 
fi shing for prizes in the game 

room.
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Winter Festival in Pictures

Frankie Meleca (P3) told Santa 
that she was a good girl this 

year.

When it comes to our annual 
Winter Festival, a picture real-
ly does say a thousand words. 
Please take a moment and en-
joy this photo album from that 
great day.

Thank you to all the SJMS staff, 
faculty, students, and parents 
that make this day possible. 
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Brayden Caples (CH3) and his 
family worked as a team to 

catch their pancakes.

Emma Zerbi (CH4) transformed 
into a playful kitten with fun 

facepaint.
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Sarah Sutton and Roxanne 
Holonitch caught a wave in 

the selfi e station.
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A New Play Area for Children’s House
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SJMS  took part in the fun at 
the fall “Girls on the Run” 5k.

The new platform added much needed play area for our students.

“Girls on the 
Run” 5K
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Volleyball Champs!

GO TEAM: St. Mary’s! 

A new play area/platform has been 
added to our Children’s House play-
ground that encourages movement 

and play. This was done from the 
creative work of Implement in the 
Short North.

We would like to congratulate the 
St. Mary’s Volleyball team, which 
includes students from SJMS. At 
an exciting tournament at St. Timo-

thy School in November, our girls 
became the champions of the Third 
Division. 

With the help of Carolyn Thomas 
and Amy Stewart, our coaches for 
our Girls on the Run Club, our 
SJMS GotR team were out in full 
force at the fall edition of the Girls 
on the Run 5k. This is a bi-annual 
race and organization that encour-
ages girls of any and every age to 
stay fi t with walking and running. 

Our GotR team members don’t just 
run for fun; they also work together 
for charity, too! In November, the 
club held a bake sale during lunch 
in Ryan Hall. Cupcakes, cookies, 
and other tasty treats were available 
as a tasty dessert option at lunch. 
The funds raised will help needy 
families in Central Ohio.

Nora Dawso (CH4) had many 
choices at the Girls on the Run 

Bake Sale.

Ph
ot

o:
 A

. 
St

ew
ar

t



4                                                   St. Joseph Montessori School

Cookies & Carols
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Our Children’s House students helped collect diapers and 
wipes for needy children in Columbus.

Zoe Crum (CH1) decorated a beau-
tiful bag fi lled with birthday party 

treats.

Birthday Fun!
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Students at SJMS love their birth-
days! One way to help every child 
have a special birthday is by donat-
ing to our Birthday Bag program. 
With generous donations including: 
cake mix and icing, candles, stream-
er, balloons, and party favors, our 
kindergarteners from Children’s 
House 1 have assembled bags for 
needy children at Mid-Ohio Food-
bank. To date, we have donated 17 
birthday bags. Thank you to all our 
generous donors to help with this 
great cause.

Sacred Heart Church was fi lled with 
the sounds of Christmas in Deceme-
ber with our annual Cookies & Car-
ols concert. 

Our families came to hear songs 
from our bell choirs, school band, 
Middle School Choir, and all our 

Children’s House students. The 
third grade students also presented 
a Christmas Tableau that reenacted 
the Nativity Scene.

The evening ended with tasty treats 
in Ryan Hall. This is a wonderful 
way to get everyone in the Christ-
mas spirit!

Renovated 
Restrooms 

in Ryan Hall
This winter, the restrooms in Ryan 
Hall got a well-deserved face-lift. 
With the help of a money from a 
grant, both the men’s and women’s 
restrooms were updated with new 
features and equipment. This update 
also included a new storage area for 
our lunch tables. This will make our 
physical education classes safer for 
our students. 

Mass Buddies

For our fi rst Mass in 2017, we were 
joined by our Kindergarten students 
and their Mass Buddies. Each kin-
dergarten student is paired with a 
Middle School student to help learn 
how we attend Mass in a respectful 
manner. This also helps our Middle 
School students be good role mod-
els for our younger students. 
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Isabella Gant (MS) sat with her 
Mass Buddy, Barrett Rittner 

(CH3).
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Thank you 
Veterans!

Michael Graham shared his 
thoughts about being a veteran 
with students in the elementary 

building.

Veteran’s Day is a very special holi-
day that honors those who serve 
our country each day. On Novem-
ber 11th, our school paid tribute to 
this day by wearing red, white, and 
blue for USA Spirit Day. Michael 
Graham, our Erdkinder teacher and 
veteran, spoke at Fun Friday about 
the holiday and how we can honor 
veterans in our lives.

Motivated Mondays
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Our former Physical Education Specialist, Marty Gossett, 
demonstrated clogging steps with her clogging team.

Our Erdkinder students worked on their 
teamwork skills with “Geo-Spots.”

Next, our Erdkinder students 
practiced their team building 
skills with “Geo-Spots.” Groups 
of students were arranged in 
teams, and were challenged to 
cross the gym without stepping 
off the spots. 

Variety is the spice of life... It 
is also found in our Motivated 
Monday activities. Recently, 
our entire school participated in 
a clogging demonstration from 
Marty Gossett, our former Phys-
ical Education Specialist, and 
Classic Cloggers from Hide-A-
Way Hills, Ohio.

Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Sandy Mason
Business Offi ce Manager
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Word Net Puzzle



Alumni News
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Class of 2015
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Class of 2016
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John Markiewicz

Nikki Dean

Jordan Wurapa

Eric Hard

Class of 2001

Emerson Prond

Class of 2009

This fall, Emerson had a part in the  
show, “Thoroughly Modern Millie” 
at Dublin Coffman High School. 
She is currently taking Japanese as 
a foreign language, and is planning 
a trip to Japan this summer.

Class of 2012

Sally Squires

Claire Ferguson
Claire shared her singing talents as 
part of the Columbus Symphony 
Holiday Pops and Chorus in De-
cember. She also played Annie Oak-
ley in the musical “Annie Get Your 
Gun” at Bishop Ready High School 
in November.

Daniel Prond

Madeline French

Maya Hammond

Jordan enjoys school as a freshman 
at The Wellington School. She played 
tennis this fall and is the Vice President 
of the Ping-Pong Club.

While Maya stays busy with her class 
work, she enjoys cheerleading and ten-
nis. Her favorite class is Geometry.

Daniel continues to work on his soc-
cer skills as part of the Columbus Crew 
Academy while attending The Wel-
lington School as a freshman. 

This fall, Madeline was part of Bishop 
Ready’s soccer team and the musical 
“Annie Get Your Gun.” Her favorite 
class is World Issues, and she is main-
taining a 4.0 GPA.

Eric and Whittney Hard welcomed 
Avalina Marie Hard on November 16th 
to the world. She was born at 7 lbs 20 
inches. 

Nikki’s Christmas wish came true this 
year with her graduation from Virginia 
Tech with a degree in Agribusiness.

Last spring, John graduated from 
Bishop Watterson High School to 
attend The Ohio State University 
with a double major in Choral Mu-
sic Education and Computer Sci-
ence. He is part of the Men’s Glee 
Club, and the Symphonic Club.

Amirah was part of the “Christmas 
in Columbus: A Holiday Adventure” 
show, presented by the SHort North 
Stage.

Amirah Lomax

Sally continues to train with the Bal-
letMet dance program, and enjoyed 
performing in the “Christmas in 
Columbus: A Holiday Adventure” 
presented by the Short North Stage. 

Anna Rambo
Anna had the lead role of Audrey in 
the show “Little Shop of Horrors” 
at The Wellington School.

St. Charles 
Preparatory School

SJMS Class of 2013
Michael Weaver

SJMS Class of 2015
Matthew Hohmann

SJMS Class of 2016
Joseph Tinapple

Honor Roll

Some of the students from the Class 
of 2016 visited during Winter Festival 

Alumni Room.
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Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

February
3 - Coffee with Matt 

14 - Board of Trustees Meeting

17 - NO SCHOOL

20 - NO SCHOOL
 Presidents’ Day

23 - Interest Fair

28 - Parent / Teacher Conferences

March
2 - Parent/Teacher Conferences

3 - STEM Field Trip
 Skatezone71 
 Middle School

6 & 8 - Parent/Teacher Conf.

11 & 12 - Diocese Art Show

14 - Board of Trustees Meeting

17 - Open House

27 - 31 - Spring Break

Read the clues and check out the picture to the “Guess Who?” in this issue. The 
answer is located on page 6.

1. “Guess Who’s” nickname growing up 
was Sam.

2. “Guess Who” grew up on a farm in 
rural Missouri with the nearest McDon-
ald’s 30 minutes away.

3. “Guess Who” got married about 30 
years ago, and was the Bride of Fran-
kenstein. (They were married in Fran-
kenstrin, MO.)

4. “Guess Who” has 4 children between 
the ages of 15 and 21, 2 dogs, and 1 cat.

5. “Guess Who?” has worked in a Mon-
tessori school for the past 10 years, with 
the past 5 months at SJMS.

Newspaper Staff
Editor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing

Special Thanks
Matt Brenner


