
Published for the St. Joseph Montessori School Community

Nov. - Dec. ‘15 - Jan. ‘16 Volume 31 - 2nd Edition

A Child Is Born!
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The Nativity Scene came to life with the help of our third grade students at Cookies & Carols.

Sacred Heart Church was fi lled with 
the sounds of Christmas, including 

songs from our Bell Choirs.

The Montessorian

In This Issue
Golden Doors..........2
Winter Festival.......2
Art Field Trips.......3
Author Visit..........3
Int. Children’s Day...3
Diaper Safari.........4
Fiona Dances..........4
Birthday Fun..........4
monty jr. ............5
New Swingset..........5
Art Teacher Award.....6
Cosmic Play...........6
Alumni News...........7
Calendar of Events....8
Guess Who?............8
News Staff & Thanks...8

Ph
ot

os
: 

R.
 H

ol
on

it
ch

            acred Heart Church was 
fi lled with Christmas spirit with the 
annual Cookies & Carols concert. 
On December 16th, our students 
presented yet another awe-inspiring 
performance fi lled with songs of 
joy, love, and peace. The show in-
cluded songs performed the Middle 
School and Erdkinder bell choirs, 
the Middle School Choir, the third 
grade class, and our entire Chil-
dren’s House. Our third graders also 
performed a Nativity Scene tableau 
while the audience sang along to 
Silent Night. Once the show was 
done, everyone met in Ryan Hall 
for tasty cookie treats. As everyone 

knows, it takes a village to put on 
such a show. Thank you to all the 
parents and staff that helped prepare 
such a wonderful holiday tradition.
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Theodore Kosnikowski, John Anthuvan, Maya Fleming, Kyla Hammond, 
Katie Zerbi, and Sydney Gibson (MS) shared our Golden Doors with Father Lonzo.

Golden Doors Welcome SJMS 
for Immaculate Conception Mass

While Pope Francis pushed open the 
doors of St. Peter’s Basilica on De-
cember 8th and proclaimed it a Year 
of Mercy, the students of SJMS shared 
in the joy by creating a set of golden 
doors for their school.

To prepare for this joyous day, the 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade students each cre-
ated individual gold-leaf panels in art 
class that represented a scene of mercy. 
The panels were then joined together 
to create the beautiful gold doors. The 
doors were hung in the entry way of 
Sacred Heart Church as the students 
entered for the Immaculate Conception 
Mass, led by Father Anthony Lonzo. 
The golden doors will go on permanent 
display in our school atrium.

Winter Festival: New and Improved!
SJMS really knows how to celebrate the 
holiday season! This year, our Winter 
Festival Committee planned many excit-
ing new things for our families to enjoy.

Date and Time. We will now enjoy Win-
ter Festival on a Saturday morning, in-
stead of a Sunday afternoon. 

Food and Fun. Since it has changed into a 
morning activity, breakfast foods are the 
perfect addition. With the help of Chris 
Cakes, attendees enjoyed “fl ying” pan-
cakes, sausage, and fruit salad. 

Karaoke Room. Everyone became a rock 
star in this room, by singing along to 
their favorite songs.

“The fun atmosphere and activities en-
couraged even our alumni to come back 
and visit with friends,” said Madeline 
French.

Winter Festival was a holly-jolly good 
time for all!

Lilla Hohl (P3) “fl ipped” for her delicious pancakes by Chris Cakes.
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So Many Museums...So Little Time.

International Children’s Day
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Natalie Reese, Audrey Norris, 
and Lindsey Miller (P3) dressed 

as their favorite explorer, 
Amelia Earhart.
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Students from The Ohio State 
University shared their rendition 

of a  traditional Lion Dance.

Patricia Vermillion read her 
story “Hound Dog” to our 

Children’s House and Primary 
students.

Our Erdkinder class explored 
the exhibit at the Urban Arts Space.
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A Visit from
Patricia 

Vermillion

Our Middle School class gave 
the show at the Pizzuti Collection 

“two thumbs up.”
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We are fortunate to have a 
wealth of fi ne art within walk-
ing distance of the school.

First, our Erkinder class ven-
tured to the Urban Arts Space 
in downtown Columbus this 
fall. They were introduced 
to contemporary art with the 
show “Open This End.” 

Our Middle School classes 
took a short walk to the Piz-
zutti Collection, located next 
to Goodale Park. They also 
learned about contempo-
rary art with the show “Us is 
Them.”

The docents from both col-
lections were impressed with 
the questions and answers our 
students shared, as well as the 
respectful behaviors used in 
the galleries. 

On Friday, October 23rd, our Chil-
dren’s House and Primary students 
shared their excitement and love for 
the world with International Children’s 
Day. Students and parents enjoyed the 
warmer than usual weather with our 
parade outdoors in the parking lot. 
After the parade, our entire student 
body watched a traditional Chinese 
lion dance presentation from students 
from The Ohio State University. When 
our younger students returned to their 
classrooms, they shared facts they  
learned about their cultures and tasty 
treats prepared for a snack.

On November 4th, our school was 
delighted with a visit from chil-
dren’s book author Patricia Vermil-
lion. She read her most recent story, 
“Hound Dog,” with our Children’s 
House and Primary students. She 
also talked about the process of how 
she writes her stories.
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Service Learning with Diaper Safari

Fiona York (ERD) attended the 
Mid-America Oireachtas in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota over the Thanks-
giving weekend.  Oireachtas is the 
annual competition that is used to 
qualify for World Championships 
in Irish Dance. To attend this pres-
tigious event, you must qualify in 
the regular local competitions. Over 
2,000 people (mostly kids) com-
peted this year, with 155 in Fiona’s 
group.  

Leading up to Oireachtas, there are 
hours and hours of practice, includ-
ing many nights and weekends.  
This was her fi rst year attending and 
she had a great showing and place-
ment, and a fantastic time.

As a service project to follow our 
canned food drive, Children’s 
House launched our Diaper Safari 
drive last November, which lasted 
an entire month. An email blast 
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Our Children’s House students helped collect diapers and wipes for needy children in Columbus.

went out to all Children’s House 
families to inform them about the 
program. Each classroom had a bin 
where parents dropped off their do-
nations of diapers and wipes. At the 

end of November, we collected all 
donations and they were delivered 
to Bishop Griffi n Center for distri-
bution to families in need.

Irish Dance Success
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Fiona was proud to perform
for the judges at this event.

On December 11th, Deklan Burk 
(MS) and Roxanne Holonitch (Art)  
hosted a giant birthday party in 
Ryan Hall during Fun Friday. Every 
student in the elementary building 
received a chocolate chip cookie 
in honor of their shared birthday of 
December 12th. Birthdays are so 
much fun, especially when there are 
cookies involved. 

Birthday Fun!
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Deklan and Roxanne made birthday 
wishes on the giant tray of cookies.
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It’s All Fun and Games on the New Swingset
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The new swingset is a great addition 
to the elementary playground.

Recess just got alot more fun for 
our elementary students. In Decem-
ber, we added a new swingset to the 
north end of the playgound. 

You can tell that this new equipment 
is popular by the line that forms to 
use it. Don’t worry, we’re a Mon-
tessori school, and we know how to 
problem solve. The students fi gured 
out a fair way to take turns. Each re-
cess, they bring a timer with them 
that gives each group a 3-minute 
turn. 

This new equipment is just the be-
ginning for our improvements to the 
school facilities.

monty jr.
Q: How do you keep from getting cold feet?
A: Don’t go around BRRfooted!

Q: Why is the slippery ice like music?
A: If you don’t C sharp - you’ll B fl at!

Q: What’s an ig?
A: A snow house without a loo!

Q: Where do seals go to see movies?
A: The dive-in!

Q: What kind of math do Snowy Owls like?
A: Owlgebra.

Q: What did the ocean say to the bergy bits?
A: Nothing. It just waved.
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Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Bonnie Jones
Substitute Teacher

Extraordinaire!

Guess Who? jr.
Answer

Madeline French
Erdkinder

Support SJMS at the Store!

Our Primary 2 students helped shared the “Great Lessons.”
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Art Teacher of the Year Award
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Cosmic Play
One of the hallmarks of Montessori 
education at the elementary level is 
“cosmic education.” The Primary 
and Middle School students shared 
their sense of wonder from their 
cosmic “Great Lessons” through a 
series of skits. Paige Emling, Sarah 
Weber, and Cathy Johanni helped 
the students prepare to “show what 
they know.” On November 6 in 
Ryan Hall, during Carpool Coffee, 
the students performed their skits 
for a crowd of excited parents.

Maya Henninger (MS) played a 
jellyfi sh in the show. Kat Jolley 

(MS) helped create her costume.

Roxanne received her award at 
the annual convention dinner.
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On November 6th, Roxanne Ho-
lonitch received her Art Teacher of 
the Year Award from the Central 
Ohio at the Ohio Art Education As-
sociation annual conference in Day-
ton, OH. She was joined by other 
art teachers from the state receiving 
their similar award.

The conference also included excit-
ing workshops, and an exhibit hall 
fi lled with new and improved art 
materials. Roxanne brought back 
many new ideas and materials to use 
in the classroom with our students.



We Want to 
Hear from You!

Is something exciting happening in 
your life? Let us know! Just drop us an 

email at rholonit@cdeducation.org 
and we will let the entire SJMS 

community know your good news!

Missing Issues in Archive
While organizing our Montessorian ar-
chive, we noticed that there are spots 
where items were not saved. If you have 
a missing copy, we would appreciate your 
donation to our cause.

The Montessorian
March/April 1986
March/April 1996
November/December 1997
January/February 1998
November/December 1998
November/December 1999

Alumni News
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Class of 2014
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Class of 2012
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Chris D’Angelo

Zoe Mak

Sally Squires
Katie (Sullivan) McGinn
Class of 2001

Olivia French

It’s offi cial! Amelia will be travelling to 
Prague for the spring semester to study 
music. Amelia also stays busy as a stu-
dent at New York University, as well as 
writing, recording, and producing her 
own music. She recently has fi nished 
her fi rst song called “Without a Cause.”

We would like to congratulate Chris 
D’Angelo and the Darmouth Men’s 
Water Polo team who played in the Na-
tional Championships in Santa Cruz, 
CA. While at Darmouth, Chris has 
been class Treasurer, president, and a 
scholar-athlete every year.

Class of 2005

This fall, Olivia French participat-
ed in the show “Fools!” at Bishop 
Ready High School.
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Welcome Jasper! Katie (Sullivan) Mc-
Ginn and her husband welcomed Jasper 
Otis McGinn last fall. He weighed in at 
7lb 8oz, and 20 1/4.”

For another year, Sally Squires 
delighted crowds with her perfor-
mances in “The Nutcracker” with 
BalletMet Columbus this holiday 
season.

While living in Indonesia with her 
family, Zoe Mak and her fellow soc-
cer players earned the IASAS Silver 
Medal this fall. This is the fi rst time 
since 2002 that both the boys and 
girls teams have made it to the fi -
nals.
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Class of 2010
Amelia Palmer
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Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

January
15 - Open House
 9am-10:30am

18 - NO SCHOOL
 MLK Day

21 - Mass 

February
5 - Carpool Coffee

9 - Board of Trustees Meeting

10 - Ash Wednesday Mass

12 - Open House
 9am-10:30am

15 - NO SCHOOL
 Presidents’ Day

17 - Montessori U.

25 - Interest Fair

28 - Open House 
 2pm-4pm

March
1 & 3 - Parent/Teacher Conf.

4 - Carpool Coffee

5 - Spring Gala

7 & 9 - Parent/Teacher Conf.

8 - Board of Trustees Meeting

11 - NO SCHOOL 
 Professional Dev. Day

Read the clues and check out the picture to the “Guess Who?” in this issue. The 
answer is located on page 6.

1. “Guess Who” once delivered a 
neighbor’s baby.

2. “Guess Who” loves the beach.

3. “Guess Who” enjoys teaching 
children of all ages.

4. “Guess Who” can’t put down a good 
book until it’s fi nished!

Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Matt Brenner

Do you have ideas?
Would you like to contribute to 

The Montessorian? We are always 
looking for new writers 

or photographers. 

Contact us with your ideas. 
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Guess Who? jr.
1. “Guess Who? jr” has 7 cats.

2. “Guess Who? jr.” plays for the 
 Columbus Crew junior team.

3. “Guess Who? jr.” has been snorkeling  
 in Honduras.

The answer can be found on page 6.


