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Cookies & Carols
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Our Cookies & Carols Angels included (L-R): Katie Zerbi, Kyla Hammond, Lila 
Gsanger, Thea Paltani, Sadie Mapes, and Saskia Koe-Krompecher (P1).

            ith a song and a treat, our stu-
dents celebrated the annual Cookies & 
Carols performance on December 18th 
in Sacred Heart Church.

The show started with a beautiful ren-
dition of “O Come All Ye Faithful” by 
our 7th grade bell choir. Next, our Mid-
dle School choir sang songs of Christ-
mas joy to the audience. The Honors 
Ensemble followed with holiday fa-
vorites for everyone to enjoy. Our 6th 
grade and 8th grade bells also joined in 
the fun with festive songs. 

As a surprise treat, a newly created 
Faculty Ensemble sang a song that was 
composed by Gary Matheny. 

The show ended with a special presen-

tation entitled “Once Upon a Starry 
Night” that told the story of the birth of 
Jesus. This was performed by our Pri-
mary 1 students and a few Erdkinder 
friends.

To end the evening, guests were invit-
ed into Ryan Hall to enjoy punch and 
cookies. YUM! Thank you to Sandra 
Matheny, our many parent volunteers, 
and the Erdkinder coaches for all their 
hard work and dedication to this won-
derful program.

Ph
ot

os
: 

R.
 H

ol
on

it
ch

Fiona York and 
Miles Fleming 
(MS) shared a 

special 
Christmas tree 
duet for the 
audience.
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Lindsey Miller (P3 teacher) 
became “Rosie the Riveter” for 

our special day.

Even with the cold weather, Jackie Myers, Meena Lee, and Mad-
die Kewsoski (P2) enjoyed our great event.

AJ Taylor (P3) turned into a french 
chef, while Theo Kosnokowski (P3) 

tasted rode the range as a cow-
boy.
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International Children’s Day

Ph
ot

o:
 M

. 
Le

on
ti

Ph
ot

o:
 M

. 
Le

on
ti

Samary Cecchetti (Spanish) made 
friends with Betsy Ross, also 

known as Roxanne Holonitch (Art).

By: Nate Plant and James 
Messerly - Middle School

Safety Assembly

On a chilly October morning, our Chil-
dren’s House and Primary students cele-
brated International Children’s Day with 
festive and colorful outfi ts that represent 
a variety of cultures and nationalities. 
The day started with a parade that fea-
tured music from our school band. Stu-
dents walked laps while parents watched 
and snapped precious pictures. 

In the afternoon, many of the classrooms 
enjoyed tasty treats and completed activ-
ities from various nations. As usual, this 
day will be remembered as one of the 
year’s best school events.

To help prevent the spread of germs this season, our safety team invited 
guests from the American Red Cross to make a presentation to our entire 
student body. For our Children’s House and Primary level students, our 
guests presented a fun puppet-show that demonstrated how they can help 
stop the spread of germs in their classrooms and homes. They shared 
simple facts like washing your hands and coughing away from a friend 
that will help in everyday situations. By using these steps, our school will 
be a safer place to learn.

Puppets were used to help the 
Children’s House and Primary level 

presentations.
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Winter Festival Fun
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By: Isaac Conrad, 
Kyla Hammond, and Katie 

Zerbi - Primary 1

We Honor Our Veterans on Veteran’s Day

Ava Neville (P3) helped decorate
our school hallway by drawing 

U.S. fl ags.

The elementary students 
participated in our morning 

fl ag raising.

On December 8th, our entire school 
transformed into a Winter Wonder-
land to celebrate Winter Festival. 
With the help of parent and student 
volunteers, the event went off with-
out a hitch. 

Ryan Hall was fi lled with tasty 
snack items and baked goods, as 
well as craft venders selling their 
wares. You could also get your pic-
ture with Santa. The smell of pop-
corn fi lled the hallway from end to 
end. There was glue and sugar as 
far as the eye could see in the multi-
purpose room where families could 
enjoy Arts & Crafts and the ginger-
bread houses. Upstairs was full of 
fun and games, including the Game 
and Prize Rooms. A new feature this 
year included a box maze, designed 
and built by Bill Reed.

Thank you to all the volunteers that 
help make this year’s Winter Festi-
val one to remember.

In honor of Veteran’s Day, our el-
ementary students met in our school 
courtyard on Monday, November 11 at 
8:35am to raise our American Flag to 
say the Pledge of Allegiance together. 

We also celebrated the day with class-
room activities. Our Primary students 
created all the stages of the American 
fl ag for display in their art classes, 
while Primary 2 students wore a fl ag 
sticker and read a book called “H is for 
Hero.”
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Our Girl Scouts work together to 
make some delicious trail mix for 

the residents to enjoy.
By: Amirah Lomax 

Middle School

Scholastic
Bookfair

Girl Scout Troop Makes Trail Mix

TRAIL MIX 
with fruit, seeds, and chocolate

1 cup raisins
1 cup dried cranberries
1 cup pepitas (pumpkin seeds) salted
1 cup sunfl owers seeds 
1 cup chocolate chips or M&M’s
 
MIX and ENJOY!

Girl Scout Troop #2020 had a suc-
cessful trip to the Ronald McDonald 
House this fall. All the girls worked 
together to make a nut-free trail 
mix (recipe below) and displayed 
their handmade centerpieces on the 
tables. They also had a special tour 
of the facility and were able to see 
almost everything since they were 
part of a small group. 

The girls thought it was cool to see 
all of the Girl Scout Cookies that 
have been donated in the RMH 
storage room (each RMH family 
receives GS cookies upon their de-
parture). We are sure that RMH will 
receive more donations this year 
from GS Troop #2020!

Rah! Rah! for Amirah!

Children of all ages go crazy for 
the book fair, and this year is no 
exception. From October 20-25, 
our multi-purpose room became 
a busy bookstore. With help from 
Gretchen Hammond, Annie Rue-
fl e, and many other parent volun-
teers, our book fair was a huge 
success. Students were able to 
buy books, posters, novelty items, 
and much more. 

Parents also could fi nd some 
great items, too. Students were 
given time during the school day 
to browse, and then return with 
their parents at the end of the day 
to purchase those well-needed 
items. As a special treat, some 
Middle School and Erdkinder 
students helped our Children’s 
House students browse and write 
down their choices. We hope to 
see you next time at the book 
fair.
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On November 2nd, Amirah Lomax 
(MS) and her cheerleading squad, 
The Saints, competed at Worthing-
ton Kilbourne High School. They 
earned fi rst place in the 180lb. level, 
fi rst place in the 120 lb. level, Team 
of the Year, and Best Team for the 
entire competition. Congratulations 
to Amirah and her teammates. 
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Our Kindergarten students enjoyed their nature experience.

Bison Sightings

Our students saw six bison run, 
eat, and play in the pasture.

On December 5th, our kindergar-
teners received a special treat – a 
fi eld trip to see Bison. With special 
thanks to Linda Miller for planning 
the event, our students, teachers, 
and parent volunteers drove to Bat-
telle Darby Nature Center in south-
west Columbus to see their special 
herd of Bison. They also were given 
time to explore the nature center, 
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with its displays of local wildlife 
and nature. 

The highlight of the day was watch-
ing the six bison, on permanent loan 
from The Wilds, run in one of their 
three pastures. 

This was an exciting treat for the 
children, as well as the adults.
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All Saints Day!
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Flags 
representing 

different saints 
were   created 
and presented 

at Mass.

On November 1st, our elementary 
students honored many saints with 
a special Mass for All Saints Day. 

Students presented fl ags that repre-
sent many different saints from all 
over the world. Students also used 
Religion class time to research the 
saints to help with the service.
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Teen Read Week

Alexis Kennedy (P2), Maddie Keglewitsch (P2), Kieran Alexander (P3), 
and Lila Gsanger (P1) helped present the tilma at Mass.
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Ryan Spoon, Olivia French, and Anna Shuff (ERD) 
showed off their creative tie designs.

To celebrate Teen Read Week, Annie 
Ruefl e and our Erdkinder students cre-
ated “Tie One On.” For this special day, 
students were asked to decorate and 
wear a neck-tie to symbolize their love 
of books and reading.

On October 23rd, our school building 
was fi lled with snazzy neck-ties. If you 
weren’t able to make one of your own, 
Annie and the Erdkinder students were 
willing to create a personalized tie for 
you. Matt Brenner, our Head of School, 
received a personalized neck-tie that 
read “I Love Paperwork!” 

This was a fun way to connect creativ-
ity and reading together in one special 
activity.

To honor and tell the story of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, our school celebrates 
“Our Lady of Guadalupe Day” each 
year on December 12th with a Mass. 
The service was led by Father Antonio. 
Students presented our tilma that was 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass

created last year for this very holiday. 
Samary Cecchetti, our Spanish teach-
er, spends the weeks before this Mass 
preparing the class for the presentation 
and reminding them of the importance 
of this day to our Hispanic friends.

In late November, Miles Fleming (MS) 
and his football team, the Eastland Vi-
kings (145lb), went to Knoxville, TN 
to compete in the Battle of the Rocky 
Top Tournament. They participated in 
this tournament as state champions. 
Their team earned second place in the 
National ranking. 

Touchdown!
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Miles Fleming
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monty jr.
Stargazing Maze

See if you can fi nd the only path through this stellar maze. We bet you’ll be 
seeing starts before you’re done with this puzzle.
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SJMS Summer Learning Camp T-shirt Contest
Help us design our t-shirt with our fi rst annual t-shirt design contest. Use the space provided to 

create a fun illustration for all to see. Our panel of local celebrities will help determine a winner.

Grand Prize: The winning design will be used as this summer’s t-shirt design.
Guidelines: Black and white design only, please use the space provided

Theme: “I Had a Blast at SJMS Summer Learning Camp”
Deadline: Entries due on January 31st to our school offi ce
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Erdkinder Fundraising 
Earnings

The Erdkinder class is working 
hard to raise money for their class 
trip in May.  

We would like to thank you for 
supporting us now and in the fu-
ture. We appreciate your continued 
support and participation in our 
fundraisers. 

Winter Festival   $1451.00

Gallery Hop        $200.00

Bake Sales        $415.00

Nov. - Dec. 2013 - Jan. 2014

Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Dara Wiggins
Admissions Director

Help Update 
Our Montessorian Archive

This summer, our Montessorian and SJMS 
Yearbook archive was organized. We no-
ticed there are spots where items were not 
saved. If you have a missing copy, we would 
appreciate your donation to our cause.

The Montessorian
March/April 1986
March/April 1996
January/February 1998
November/December 1998
November/December 1999

Yearbooks
1995-1996

Guess Who? jr.
Answer

Kate Haydel-Brown
Middle School

Cookies & Cupcakes!
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Our 8th grade class is practicing their selling skills at the bake sale.

For many students, the Erdkinder Bake 
Sales are the highlight of the lunch pe-
riod.

To help raise money for their upcoming 
class trip in the spring, our 7th and 8th 
grade students bake a variety of sweet 

treats for our elementary students to 
enjoy. So as to not forget our Children’s 
House friends, they reopen the bake 
sale during carpool.

Watch Friday Notes for their next sale, 
your sweet tooth will thank you.
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Class of 2010

Class of 2009
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St. Charles 
Preparatory School

SJMS Class of 2010
Elliott Narcross
Nick Salamon

SJMS Class of 2011
Sam Kukor*

SJMS Class of 2012
Michael Flynn

SJMS Class of 2013
Michael Weaver

Honor Roll
For the fi rst quarter, many of our 
SJMS alumni have earned Honor 
Roll status at St. Charles Prepara-
tory School. To earn Honor Roll 
status, students must earn a 3.50 or 
better GPA. If they have an * after 
their name, it indicates a 4.0 or bet-
ter GPA.

Class of 2002

Eleni Rigsby

Anna plans to attend Wright State Univer-
sity for Costume Design.

Anna Reed

Felix Mak
Felix has lettered in varsity soccer and is on 
the In the Know team.

Nikki Dean

Eleni Rigsby was the featured dancer 
for the balletmet advertisements found 
in Columbus Parent last year. These ads 
promoted their world renowned dance 
academy. 

Nikki (SJMS 2009) traveled to Costa 
Rica for two weeks to work with chil-
dren at a day care in a poor section of 
the country. She is also attending Vir-
ginia Tech and majoring in Agribusi-
ness Management and considering a 
minor in American Studies. She is in 
the Agricultural Economics Club and 
Swine Club.

Last fall, Jonathan Thomas (SJMS 2002) participated in an art show that 
featured his drawings using crayon and colored pencil.
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We Want to 
Hear from You!

Is something exciting happening in 
your life? Let us know. Just drop us an 

email at rholonit@cdeducation.org 
and we will let the entire SJMS 

community know your good news!

Alumni News
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Class of 2013
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Class of 2012
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Kate Ferguson

Elizabeth Lindemann

Ali Dean

Spencer Odwarka-Coleman

Michael Weaver

Lila Henninger

John Markiciewcz

Michael Flynn

Teja Parasa

Waymond Smoot

Connor Johnson

Mikhail Hunker

Courtney D’Angelo

Zoe Mak

Carolyn Faller

Sally Squires

Lee Richter

Mikhail is part of the Outdoors Club and 
plays on the varsity Soccer team for the 
Wellington School.

Lila is in Ski Club, loves Pinterest, and at-
tended the OHYCon, a Manga convention.

John is attending Bishop Watterson High 
School, and acted in the performance of 
“You Can’t Take It With You” as Hender-
son the tax collector.

Waymond is part of the Robotics Club and 
took summer courses in Algebra to start his 
pre-calculus course work this year.

Teja has earned the “Sheila Letter Award” 
for the best teen volunteer at the Worthing-
ton Libraries. He is also part of the Robotics 
Club and the Cultural Acceptance Club.

Sally has performed in two shows for 
Shadowbox Live, has been nominated for 
a Broadway World Award, and plans to 
travel to Europe with the Blue Lake Fine 
Arts Camp for ballet.

At the Wellington School, Zoe is in Chess 
Club, has lettered in varsity soccer, and 
plans to audition for the school’s produc-
tion of “Almost, Maine.”

Michael is on Honor Roll, and plays for the 
St. Charles Preparatory School JV baseball 
team.

Courtney is now attending Dublin Coffman 
High School, and placed third in the Na-
tional Irish Dance Competition.

Spencer has stayed busy at Bishop Ready 
High School as Stage Manager for “God-
spell” and “It’s a Wonderful Life.” She is 
also part of BETA Club, “In the Know” and 
a candidate for NHS, The National Honor 
Society.

Ali is a football and basketball season var-
sity cheerleader. She is also part of the En-
vironmental Club and St. Vincent de Paul 
Service Group. She is working hard in her 
AP Biology and AP World History classes.

Carolyn received the sophomore English 
Award at the Wellington School.

Lee participated in the school shows like 
“Godspell” and “It’s a Wonderful Life,” and 
is planning to be in the chorus for “Harvey” 
and “The Wizard of Oz.”

Elizabeth is working towards earning her 
nail technician license.

Kate is part of BETA Club, on the In the 
Know team, and Art Club. She is taking 
both AP World History and AP Biology.

For his freshman year at Bishop Watterson, 
Connor plays outfi eld for their baseball 
team and is a member of the Italian Club.

Michael is a freshman at St. Charles Pre-
paratory School, and participated in the 
school play. He is also a member of the En-
gineering Club.

Class of 2011 Winter Festival Alumni Room

Some friends from the Class of 2011.

We wel-
comed over 
30 alumni 
at Winter 
Festival in 
our Alumni 
Room found 
in the Art 
Room.



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

January
20 - NO SCHOOL
 MLK Day

24 - Open House
 9am - 11am

26 - Open House
 2pm - 4pm

26 - Feb. 1 - Montessori 
 Education & Catholic   
 Schools Week

28 - Erdkinder Chili Dinner
 4pm - 6pm

29 - Author Visit 

February
1 - “Kids Night Out”

4 - “The Magic of Montessori 
 Music” - 6pm

7 - Carpool Coffee

9 - Open House
 2pm-4pm

11 - Board of Trustees Meeting

17 - NO SCHOOL
 Presidents’ Day

27 - Interest Fair

Prepared by: Olivia Vegas
Read the clues and check out the picture to the “Guess Who?” in this issue. The 
answer is located on page 9.

1. “Guess Who’s” favorite birthday was 
her 8th, with a pinata.

2. “Guess Who” has worked at SJMS 
since 2010.

3. “Guess Who” has lived in 4 major 
cities.

4. “Guess Who” studied ballet for 30 
years.

Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Matt Brenner

Do you have ideas?

Would you like to contribute to 
The Montessorian? We are always 

looking for new writers or 
photographers. 

Contact Roxanne with your ideas.
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Guess Who? jr.
1. “Guess Who? jr” has lived in 4 differ-
ent houses.

2. “Guess Who? jr.” started at SJMS at 2 
years old.

3. “guess Who? jr.” loves to eat sushi.

4. “Guess Who? jr.” enjoys playing  ten-
nis.

The answer can be found on page 9.


