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Dr. Angeline Lillard
Shares Science of Montessori
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Diane Rambo had Dr. Lillard sign 
her copy of the book before 

the presentation.
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Zoe Mak, John Markiewicz (ERD), and Elma Pundavela welcomed 
Dr. Angeline Lillard to SJMS with a bouquet of fl owers.

                n November 9th, SJMS welcomed 
author Dr. Angeline Lillard to speak on be-
half of her book, Montessori: The Science 
Behind the Genius, in the auditorium at the 
Columbus Museum of Art through the St. 
Joseph Montessori School Speaker Series. 
The Speaker Series is a new venture for 
SJMS to provide our school community 
with Montessori authors.  

The evening began with a light refreshment 
hour for guests, as well as an opportunity 
to have Dr. Lillard autograph copies of her 
book. Before the presentation, Michael 
Weaver, a seventh grader at SJMS, provid-
ed delightful music on the piano. Dr. Ange-
line’s talk was insightful and entertaining 
for the audience.

On Thursday, Dr. Lillard stopped by SJMS 
to see the Montessori Philosophy in action. 

Zoe Mak and John Markiewicz, both eighth 
graders, led the way in promoting the won-
derful education they have received at our 
school.

We are honored to have received two-
thumbs up from such an honored author in 
the Montessori community.
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International Children’s Day
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On a cool, crisp day in late October, our 
students expressed themselves in an inter-
national way on International Children’s 
Day.

Our fun parade occurred in the school park-
ing lot while many families and friends 
watched with joy. 

This event is always a bright spot on the 
school calendar for students. They enjoy 
the parade and a chance to dress up in fun 
outfi ts. After the parade, many classes par-
ticipated in themed parties that focused on 
different regions of the world or cultures.

Anna Rambo (MS)

Declan Dougan (P1)

Lilykate Harpham (MS)

Julian Hooks (P3)

Olivia Vegas & Olivia Shuff (P1)Isabella McCombs-Byrne (P2)Matteo Fortuna (P1)

Gabriel Reyes (CH2)

By: Sydney Roth 
& Cecilia Martin

Primary 2
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By: Cassandra Kula and Rikki Kahn-Yee
Primary 2
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Nick Reiser (MS) tried his hand at 
mini golf in the game room.

Deck the Halls with Winter Festival
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Advanced Band Halloween Concert
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Led by Shawn, the Advanced Band concert put 
everyone in the mood for Halloween.

Maya Henninger (P2) became 
an architect while building 

her gingerbread house.

Claire Singleton (CH3) worked 
with her family in the arts & 

crafts room.

Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Our Win-
ter Fest was a hit! For another year, 
Winter Festival, sponsored by the 
Family Association, was as success-
ful as ever.  

In Ryan Hall, delicious food was 
available, which included pizza, 

As a fi nale for his service in the music 
room, Shawn Kenney returned to lead 
the Advanced Band in our Halloween 
Concert on October 26th. Band mem-
bers were invited, and encouraged, to 
dress in fun costumes. We would like 
to thank Shawn for his service as long-
term substitute for Sandra while she 
was on leave. He left a positive impres-
sion on all of our students. You will 
continue to see Shawn in our school, as 
he will continue as organist at Mass in 
Sacred Heart Church.

salad, White Castle sandwiches, 
and soft drinks. You could also stop 
in the vendor section to purchase 
some beautiful gifts for the upcom-
ing holidays. 

In the hallways, the aroma of free 
popcorn caught everyone’s atten-

tion. The multi-purpose room was 
fi lled with arts and crafts like gin-
gerbread houses and crafts for kids.

Upstairs, Erdkinder created fun 
games and activities, plus wel-
comed Santa Claus for great photos 
for families to treasure.
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New & Improved!
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Ohio Artist Presenters Network 
Field Trip

Students visited the historic 
Lincoln Theater for the showcase.
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The shelf has added alot of organi-
zation to the multi-purpose room.

On Tuesday, October 25th, our 6th, 7th, 
and 8th grade students particpated in 
the youth showcase for the Ohio Artist 
Presenters Network.

SJMS was one of four schools to be part 
of this audience. Located in the Lincoln 
Theater on the near east side of town, 
our students saw singing acts by “Trout 
Fishing in America”, science experi-
ments from “Einstein Alive,” cultural 
drumming by “Mystic Drumz,” and 
much, much more.

Our students found this to be an engag-
ing and entertaining time. The timing 
could not have been more perfect. Af-
ter a full week of Terra Nova testing, 

this was a great experience for our stu-
dents.

Thank you to our classroom teachers 
who supported and attended this ad-
venture.
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We are always looking for new ways to 
improve our school building, and this 
year is no different. 

First, a new shelving unit was assem-
bled and installed in the west wing of 

The Big Give is in!  Over the holiday 
break SJMS received the donations 
made by friends, family, and commu-
nity members to “Giving Full Circle” 
(the school’s annual fund) through the 
Columbus Foundation’s Big Give. The 
total contribution of $17,356.28 con-
sisted of $14,867.60 in personal con-
tributions, $473.21 in credit card reim-
bursements, and $2,015.47 in matching 
funds from the Columbus Foundation. 
Contributing to “Giving Full Circle” 
ensures low student-to-teacher ratios, 
supports specialized instructors, pro-
vides need-based fi nancial aid, sup-
ports continuing education opportuni-
ties for teachers, and up-to-date school 
materials in the classrooms. Thank you 
again for your support!

The Big Give is In!

the multi-purpose room to help store 
instruments and their cases in a safe 
manner.

Next, new water fountains have been 
installed in the main lobby, next to the 
multi-purpose room, and upstairs near 
the art room.

Finally, we have reactivated the an-
nouncement screen in the main hall-

way. This screen is used primarily for 
school announcements, accolades, and 
changes to the schedule. This is where 
we have developed sjms at-a-glance. 

All of these steps are part of making 
this the best learning environment for 
our students.

Check out the morning announce-
ments on the hallway TV.

The new water fountains are a 
cool break for our students.



5Nov. - Dec. 2011 - Jan. 2012

The Middle School students enjoyed the show at the Ohio Theatre.

Nutcracker Fun!

By: Miles Fleming 
& Elias Anderson 

4th Grade
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Celebrate 
Veteran’s Day
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On December 15th, our Middle School 
students were part of a packed house at the 
Ohio Theatre for a school performance of 
The Nutcracker. 

It was full of ballet dancers, including our 
SJMS friends: Adam Sorrels, Anna Rambo, 
and Sydney Flynn in Middle School.

Erin Miller thought, “it was cool seeing 
some of my friends on stage.”

Frank Shyjka shared photographs 
and memories with the Primary 2 

classroom.

On Friday, November 11, Frank Shyjka 
came to Primary 2 to talk about being 
in the Navy, in celebration of Veteran’s 
Day.  He showed the class his photo al-
bum and talked about many interesting 
things.  Our class now knows things 
about the Navy and Veterans that they 
didn’t know before.

By: Fiona York
Primary 2
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Simon before a Columbus 
Children’s Choir concert.

By: Simon Squires
Primary 1

Simon Sings!

Music is a passion for Simon Squires, es-
pecially singing. To practice that passion; 
he is part of the Isabella Choir within 
the Columbus Children’s Choir. In De-
cember, the choir participated in several 
tree lighting ceremonies and a concert 
that featured all of the choirs combined. 
These ceremonies were found at Polaris 
Mall and at the new Scioto Mile.

To continue in his musical growth, Si-
mon is taking piano lessons from Gary 
Matheny and has started an interest in 
playing the guitar. 

The Great 
Pumpkin Trip

In October, our Children’s House 
classrooms enjoyed the start of au-
tumn with a fi eld trip to the pump-
kin patch. They went on a hayride 
and chose a pumpkin to keep. They 
also learned how to grow pumpkins 
from seeds. It was so much fun for 
our Children’s House students.

By: Nila Kennedy-Young
Primary 2
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Cookies and 
Carols

Bell Choir Celebrates 
Holiday Season at Easter Seals
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The preschool students at Headstart enjoyed the beautiful music.

On December 15th, our Bell Choir vis-
ited the Head Start classrooms at Eas-
ter Seals of Central Ohio in Hilliard. 
Our choir entertained the students with 
classic Christmas songs, and even gave 
them an opportunity to try the bells, 
too. The Head Start teachers were very 
pleased with the concert, and hope to 
continue a relationship with our school 
and students as positive role models for 
the children.
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Michael 
Weaver 
(ERD) 
let a 
child 

try the 
bells.

Sally Gives to Locks of Love

Sally Squires be-
lieves in giving to 
those in need. Dur-
ing our holiday 
break, she had over 
10 inches of her hair 
cut off, which was 
donated to be made 
into a wig for needy 
children through an 
organization called 
Locks of Love.Sally-Before                     Sally-After
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On Thursday, December 8th, SJMS 
students participated in the Mass 
of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Virgin Mary. Father Metzger 
led the service, while Shawn Ken-
ney played the organ and Lindsey 
Miller, in Primary 3, sang beautiful 
songs.

By: Jill Rosenberry
Primary 2

Mass of the 
Immaculate 

Conception of the 
Virgin Mary

Cookies and Carols was on Wednes-
day, December 14th. This was a con-
cert where most of the students at 
St. Joseph Montessori School play 
instruments and sing songs for the 
holidays. It helps kick off the holi-
day season for our families. 

Advanced Band started the concert 
with fun songs, then Erdkinder Bell 
Choir took the stage. After that, the 
Middle School students performed 
for family and friends. The Honors 
Ensemble fi nished the concert. Af-
ter all the music was done, every-
one enjoyed cookies! What a great 
event!

By: Owen Roth 
& Zubin Reyazi

Primary 2
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Seen It, Done It, Made the T-Shirt
Use this template to become a t-shirt designer. You may fi nd inspiration with a TV 

show, band, or your very own ideas.

Q- How are baseball and pan-
cakes alike?
A- They both depend on the 
batter.

Q- What’s a key that can’t open 
anything?
A- A Monkey

Q- What do you get when you 
cross a stretch limo with a gun?
A- A long shot
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Primary 2 Visits Blendon Woods
By: Eoin O’Carroll

Primary 2

Art Show at Main Library

The artwork looks great on the library walls.
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WOW! The citizens of Columbus 
know great art when they see it. For 
the month of January, select students 
in our Middle School and Erdkinder 
classrooms are part of an art exhibi-
tion in the Center for Discovery at 
the Main Library downtown. When 

On October 17th, the 2011-2012 
Primary 2 class went on a fi eld trip 
to Blendon Woods to learn about the 
Native Americans of North America 
and the fall season. They split into 
two groups. While Group A went on 
a nature walk, Group B stayed and 
played, and then they switched.

On the nature walk, they got to see 
all kinds of trees and plants. One 
of the trees they saw was called an 

Ironwood tree, because it puts so 
much time and energy into making 
its bark hard that the eight foot Iron-
wood they saw was about as old as 
an 80 foot Oak tree. After an hour 
on the trail, it was time to switch to 
games.

They played two games. One was 
Native American charades, and the 
other was called Hochuck, which is 
popular among the Native American 
tribe called Inuit.

you visit the library, you will see 
the circular calendars created by our 
Middle School classes, and paint-
ings inspired by the work of graffi ti 
artist Keith Haring.

Holiday 
Donations with 
Project Care

A special thank you to all those 
who donated winter clothing for our 
Project Care collection in time for 
Christmas gift giving.

Cathy Johanni happily delivered 
the goods to St. Ladislas Catholic 
Church. 

We collected:

20

21
9

40
coats

hats

scarves

pairs of gloves
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Erdkinder Fundraising 
Balance Sheet

The Erdkinder class is working 
hard to raise money for their class 
trip in May.  

We would like to thank you for 
supporting us now and in the fu-
ture. We appreciate your continued 
support and participation in our 
fundraisers. 

Gallery Hop 
Babysitting – Nov.      
                557.00
Dance – Oct.     
                366.00

Winter Festival 
Activities – 
               1700.00

Guess Who?
Guess Who?

Answer

Cathy Johanni
Religion / Atrium

This delicious cake symbol-
ized the transition from one 

leadership to the next.

Nov. - Dec. 2011 - Jan. 2012
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There are many ways to help our 
school, and most are at the grocery 
stores you use everyday. By partici-
pating in these programs, you are 
helping our school with additional 
funding and supplies.

Support SJMS on Your Next Shopping Trip

Girl Scout Daisy Troop #2020

Club Spotlight

Club Spotlight is a new article series 
that will feature a school club with 
each new edition of the newspaper.

Girl Scout Daisies at SJMS Troop 
#2020 recently learned just how 
sweet it is to bridge from being 
a Daisy to a Brownie! Four girls 
in the troop bridged and Troop 
Leaders Lisa Jolley and Jennifer 
Brello were there to celebrate 
the girls’ new step up with two 
“bridged” cakes! Bridging marks 
a girl’s transition from one lead-
ership level to the next. An excit-
ing time in a Girl Scout’s life, the 
earning of the award and comple-
tion of the activities are designed 
to welcome girls to their “next 
level” in Girl Scouting. Way to 
go girls!
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We Want to 
Hear from You!

Is something exciting happening 
in your life? Let us know. Just 

drop us an email at 
rholonit@cdeducation.org and 

we will let the entire SJMS com-
munity know your good news!

Become a “Fan” of St. Joseph 
Montessori School on Facebook.

Class of 2006

Mandy (Mengel) Goetzke

Wedding Bells for SJMS Alumni

SJMS Class of 2008

Class of 2008

Ruby Smith

Annie Minner

Abby James
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Class of 1999
Bethany Torres

Andrea (Shyjka) Coolidge
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Nina Brower-Wyngaard Chris D’Angelo

The big news that Bethany has shared is 
her future nuptials to Josh Mann on June 
30, 2012.

Abby is currently at Oberlin College, and 
enjoys working for the news department on 
WOBC, the school’s radio station.

Nina has decided to return to school for a 
future career in the health care industry. Chris was team member with the two-time 

state champ water polo team at St. Charles 
Preparatory School.

Ruby is a senior at The Wellington School. 
She is an editor on the school newspaper, 
and staying busy by completing her college 
applications.

Annie is part of the Hearts Club, but focus-
ing on college applications until spring.

Winter 
Festival
Alumni 
Room

BEST YEAR EVER! This year, we 
welcomed over 50 SJMS alumni 
to the art room at Winter Festival. 
Many memories were shared, and 
school newspapers and yearbooks 
reviewed. We look forward to see-
ing you in 2012!

In a one-month span, two of our 
treasured SJMS alumni “tied the 
knot.” On October 15th, Mandy 
Mengel wed Jordan Goetzke near 
their college alumna mater of Butler 
University in Nashville, TN. Mandy 
and Jordan honeymooned in Tahiti. 

Next, Andrea Shyjka, the daughter 

of Penny in Primary 3, wed Brett 
Coolidge on September 8th at the 
Grange Audobon Metro Park. They 
reside in Chicago and plan a honey-
moon to Italy in the spring.
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Class of 2011Class of 2009 Class of 2010
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Nikki Dean
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Palesa Carle

Kerry Speed

Class of 2009

SJMS Class of 2009 SJMS Class of 2010

Anthony Bocija

Eleni Rigsby

Adele Anderson

Kevin Smoot
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Kate Ferguson

Elliott Narcross

Elisabeth Spector

Anna Reed

SJMS Class of 2011

Courtney D’Angelo

Ali Dean

Isaac Drew

Jenna Anderson

Lee Richter

Luci has participated in an art show at the 
Wexner Center this winter in a show en-
titled “Art in the Environment.”

Elisabeth presented an immigration project 
to a panel of administrators at The Ohio 
State University this fall. Elisabeth is a 
sophomore at Metro High School.Kevin is part of the Engineering Team at 

St. Charles Preparatory School. He plans to 
visit Guatemala and El Salvador for a ser-
vice trip this summer.

Eleni is part of the Pre-Pro Program at the 
Ballet Met, and is currently taking early 
college courses at OSU.

Moriah is part of the new art program at 
Metro High School, where she enjoys wa-
tercolor painting.

Elliott’s favorite class at St. Charles is gov-
ernment, and participated in indoor track 
racing in the 400 and 800.

Anthony has taken part in Bishop Watter-
son High School football, and in the spring 
will play baseball.

At Thomas Kilbourne High School, Ker-
ry was the Homecoming King for the 
sophmore class this fall.

Nikki is currently the Service Representa-
tive for the Student Council at CSG. While 
playing on the golf, her team qualifi ed sec-
ond for districts, and Nikki earned her best 
score ever at that match.

As a student at the Graham School, Anna 
will be travelling to Japan to study the 
cultures and social issues in January.

Ali is a freshmas at Bishop Ready High 
School. She is a cheerleader, and her favor-
ite class is Honors Literature.

Adele will travel to Dresden, Germany for 
a month as a foreign exchange student in 
February. She also has helped to paint two 
murals for Second Harvest Farms, while 
working with Aminah Robinson.

Anna is Vice-President of the Harry Potter 
Club, as well as varsity bowling, varsity 
soccer, and varsity track.

Andrew is part of Top Band as their Bas-
soon player at Sycamore High School in 
Cincinnati.

Kate is part of the “In the Know” team 
at Bishop Ready High School and earned 
Extra Effort Awards in Algebra and Theol-
ogy.

Jenna is part of the mentor group of her 
high school. Groups of students work to-
gether to solve personal problems.

As a freshman, Courtney is on Honor Roll 
at Bishop Watterson High School. She also 
plans to to join ski club and spring track.

At Bishop Ready High School, Lee is part 
of the Bake Club, and has earned Extra Ef-
fort Awards in World Issues and Health.

At Bishop Hartley High School, Palesa 
helps with costumes and sets for the winter 
musical, “Into the Woods.”

Isaac is part of his cross-country team, and 
participated in sectionals with his team this 
year.

Moriah Miller-Gnann

Luci McCombs-Byrne

Anna Toborg

Andrew Swart



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

January
27 - Open House (adults only)
 9am-11am

29 - Open House (all welcome)
 3pm-5pm

29 - Feb. 3 - Catholic Schools &   
        Montessori Education Week

31 - Erdkinder Spaghetti Dinner

February
3 - Carpool Coffee

4 - Erdkinder Gallery Hop
 Babysitting

Read the clues and check out the picture to the “Guess Who?” in 
this issue. The answer is located on page 9.

* I have fi ve kids.

* I was a writer and performer in a 
musical theatre group in college.

* I love classic children’s picture 
books and Victorian poetry.

* I am famous for making Chex 
mix (really!) and roll-out Christmas 
cookies (I still use a recipe given to 
me by my second grade teacher who 
taught us fractions by teaching us to 
bake.)

* I don’t know how to turn on my tv 
(but that’s why I have 5 kids!)

Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Elma Pundavela

Do you have ideas?

Would you like to contribute to 
The Montessorian? We are always 

looking for new writers or 
photographers. 

Contact Roxanne with your ideas.


