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Dear Adam,

Congratulations on your graduation from 
SJMS!  It seems like only yesterday that 
you were avoiding your naps in Children’s 
House.  You were having so much fun that 
you refused to sleep through any of it.  We 
remember how proud you were to show us 
your work on Curriculum Night, especial-
ly as you stretched out the long chains over 
half of the length of the classroom.  It’s no 
wonder that you still enjoy math so much.

You were ready for the move to the BIG 
building.  Your brother had just graduated 
from St Joe’s a few months earlier, and 
you were ready to step up.  As the last of 
15 cousins in your large, extended family, 
you already knew what it was like to be 
the youngest.  You looked up to the older 
kids in your large SJMS family, learning 
from them.  It helped you to understand the 
importance of being a good role model to 
those who now look up to you.

Your SJMS teachers helped you gain the 
important life skills of planning and orga-
nizing your school work and out of school 
activities, and you learned to complete your 
assignments over multiple days or weeks.  
Extracurricular sports became even more 
important to you and helped you to appre-
ciate the need for sportsmanship.  While 
playing sports, you worked hard and met 
your school obligations as well.  You also 

had so much fun in learning and playing 
new games in game club, which still con-
tinues.  Your competitive spirit and your 
knack for strategy will continue to serve 
you well in the future.  

It has been really amazing to listen to your 
insights and the level of thought that you 
contribute to discussions.  Subjects that 
didn’t have as much interest to you when 
you were younger now come alive in con-
versations with you.  It has been fun to hear 
your perspectives develop as you grow.  
The way you have participated in and de-
veloped your faith has been truly inspiring.  
Aunt Marian would be proud of you.  You 
recently reached another personal mile-
stone in the growth of your faith through 
Confi rmation, while you still continue to 
respect the huge diversity of beliefs and 
perspectives of your extended friend and 
family network.

Thank you for being the awesome son, 
brother, friend, or cousin that makes you 
such a special gift from God.  We are con-
fi dent that all of these experiences will 
give you the confi dence and strength to 
meet the milestones that lie ahead, espe-
cially as you begin high school.  Take all of 
the wonderful memories of your St Joe’s 
experiences with you as you continue to 
grow.

With love, Mom, Dad, and Matthew

Mark Rieser High School

Grove City Christian

We are so proud of you. 
You are precious to us.

Love,
Your Family



Anna Rambo High School
The Wellington School
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Dear Anna,

What a joy and a blessing it has been 
watching you grow and mature over 
these last eleven years at St. Joe’s. We 
are so proud of the person you are, and 
we’re so glad you had the opportunity 
to spend all these years at such a great 
school with such wonderful teach-
ers. We share the love you have for 
the school and the great experiences 
you’ve had.

We remember being new parents at 
orientation, learning about how things 
work at the school, from drop offs to 
Montessori materials during curricu-
lum nights. We remember you proudly 
showing us the works in Children’s 
House, pouring things from one pitch-
er to another, and singing with your 
classmates at your birthday about how 
many trips around the sun you’ve seen.

In Primary, we remember helping with 
your fi rst Interest Fair project, getting 
our hands all wet with paper mache. 
We were excited to see how proud 
you were of your fi nished project, and 
how much you’ve enjoyed all the In-
terest Fair projects after that, each 
one bigger and more elaborate than 
the next. We’ve enjoyed marking the 
seasons with you at the school, stand-
ing around the playground with other 
parents watching you marching by in 
your Indian costume during Interna-
tional Children’s Day, trying to keep 
track of you running around Winter 
Festival, and keeping you hydrated 
during Techno Trek! We’ve enjoyed 
seeing you learn to play the fl ute, and 
participate in plays and recitals. It was 
amazing seeing you stand up in front 
of everyone and belt out “Good Morn-
ing Baltimore” during the talent show. 
Seeing you sing and dance on the stage 
at the Erdkinder Mystery Dinner was 
even better!

We are so grateful that you have de-
veloped such wonderful relationships 
with your teachers in each class, and 
we hope you take those fond memories 
of learning with you into high school. 
It’s so great to know that your teachers 
have given you so much knowledge, 
support, and encouragement over the 
years. Our hope for you is that you fi nd 
equally great relationships with the 
teachers you’ll meet along your educa-
tional path. 

We are proud of the way you love and 
support all of your friends, and how 
you’ve shown genuine concern for 
each one of them. We hope you carry 
these friendships with you, and that 
you keep being the kind of great friend 
that everyone needs. 

All of this has happened over the last 
eleven years, each day starting with a 
wonderful drop off time, talking in the 
car about the day to come, and your 
hopes and worries. We can’t count 
the hugs and kisses shared during the 
last minute before you went into the 
classroom, but we hope you know how 
much we cherished each one. Walk-
ing from the car to the entrance to the 
school with you has always seemed 
like a sacred time. Whether we were 
talking about the beautiful snow on the 
trees, trying to relax after a stressful 
morning of getting ready, or appreci-
ating the spring fl owers, each morning 
was a gift.

We are so proud of you, and we wish 
you the best as you leave this great 
place to write the next chapter of your 
life. We’ll be right there for you every 
step of the way.

Lots of love,
Mom and Dad
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Max
Thesing

High School
The Wellington School

Dear Max,

By the time you entered fi rst grade at St. 
Joe’s, you were already a serious stu-
dent. At Gymboree and Wee Joy Sing 
music classes, you took your time get-
ting comfortable with your surroundings 
before trying the activities. But once you 
were comfortable, there was no stopping 
you!

At Dublin Montessori Academy, you 
learned to plan your time and choose 
your work. Your classroom and play-
ground quickly became “your” space 
and you gained a respectful understand-
ing of limits and consequences. You 
learned how to be a student. We were 
amazed at the amount of responsibil-
ity you took on as a six year old, call-
ing names at carpool and caring for class 
pets and younger students.

When it was time to fi nd a school to 
call home for the next several years, we 
brought you to St. Joe’s for a visit. When 
Mom picked you up from your visit, you 
told her, “I want to go to school here.” 
When Mom told you we would see if it 
would work out, you got a little forceful. 
“You don’t understand, Mommy. I really 
want to go to school here.” We knew you 
had found your school home for the next 
eight years!

It did not take long for you to settle in 
and get to work in P1. You loved hear-
ing Kathy say, “You’re checked, hun” 
early in the week. One day, early in fi rst 
grade, we were surprised to hear you 
talking on the phone. You had called the 
Fallers’ to arrange a play date with some 
boys named John and Bob! One of the 
biggest days of your P1 time was when 
you completed your multiplication fl ash 
cards on the fi rst try.

In true Montessori form, you were ready 
when it was time to move upstairs to 
Middle School. There was more respon-
sibility and more independence. You 
loved having a planner. You were a pro 
at math facts and you discovered some 
new authors to enjoy. We appreciated 
Susan, Bill and Karla helping us observe 
and nurture your learning style and your 
relationship with Garrett as a classmate 
and as a brother. Important things hap-
pened in Middle School; some you may 
not be aware of yet, but lessons that will 
impact your lifelong learning took place 
in Middle School.

These last two years in Erdkinder have 
been an amazing experience for our en-
tire family. You have become a quiet 
leader. You set your goals very privately, 
but you let us celebrate with you when 
you achieve them. 

As you prepared for Confi rmation this 
year, the insights you shared showed 
us a mature level of spirituality. We are 
thankful for the values emphasized at St. 
Joe’s. 

You have had a rich educational experi-
ence at St. Joe’s. We believe you have re-
ceived top notch instruction in your aca-
demic subjects. You have experienced 
challenges and successes. There are also 
many non-measurable things you have 
learned, like time management, commu-

nication and problem solving skills. Of 
course, being in a school that values mu-
sic, art, foreign language, and physical 
education has added to your growth as a 
well-rounded student. Every step of your 
journey at St. Joe’s has been surrounded 
by a supportive community of learners 
made up of teachers, classmates, and 
families. 

Just as you have been ready for each 
new level at St. Joe’s, you are ready to 
begin high school. Wellington is receiv-
ing a prepared, engaged and engaging, 
respectful student. Some other things 
they will learn about you are that you 
are compassionate, kind, smart, hard-
working, driven, goal-oriented, inde-
pendent, fun-loving and creative. You 
are a good friend, a caring brother, and 
a loving and loved son.

You were just beginning fi rst grade 
when we recognized your passion for 
soccer. You were joyful, confi dent and 
“truly Max” when you were on a soccer 
fi eld. We told Kathy and Michelle at 
our fi rst conference that we hoped we 
would see that same joyful confi dence 
and “true Max” in school too. We are so 
thankful to have watched you become 
a joyful and confi dent student - truly 
Max.

Loving congratulations,
Mom and Dad, and Garrett
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Dearest Emerson,

As we refl ect on your SJMS journey, 
vivid memories fl ood our hearts and 
minds.  The fi rst memories to come are 
the moments that gave us a peak into 
your essence.  In fi rst grade, you tack-
led the daunting topic of World War II.  
We will never forget the image of the 
little girl wise beyond her years edu-
cating adults on not only the horrors 
of war, but also the many social and 
political advancements made after the 
war ended.  During International Chil-
dren’s Day the following year, when 
all of the costumes and nationalities 
were being recognized aloud, you, in 
your Mexican sombrero and serape 
were overlooked.  Before the program 
was over, you cried out for justice 
with “What about the Mexicans!” Of 
course, we will never forget the day 
you came home after watching Spirit-
ed Away in After Care and announced 
that you wanted to make a career out 
of enlightening other children the way 
that Hayao Miyazaki’s masterpiece en-
lightened you. 

We remember the performances.  In 
second grade, you found the courage 

to sing Tomorrow from Annie the Mu-
sical a cappella.  We were nervous for 
you, but you were fearless and did a 
beautiful job! In 5th grade, you and 
Adam co-wrote a very funny skit about 
going to the doctor’s offi ce, which in-
cluded needle and syringe made of an 
old antenna and a litre-sized Coke bot-
tle. The audience roared with laughter. 
Watching you co-host the Talent Show 
in 7th grade with your good friends Ki-
eran and Danny was a joy to behold.

We remember your whole-hearted 
participation in the SJMS community 
beyond the classroom.  Your passion 
for friendship and social connection 
helped keep Ski Club alive and intro-
duce the magic of skiing to many chil-
dren who might not have considered 
it. Chess Club, Earth Scouts, Project 
Care, Game Club, Soccer, the Ambas-
sador Program, Book Club, and Power 
of the Pen, where you are now compet-
ing as a State Finalist, are just a few 
more examples of your enthusiastic 
and devoted membership in SJMS.
We remember your hard work, disci-
pline and determination in pursuing 
academic achievement in Erdkinder.  
You have far exceeded our expecta-

tions and we are deeply indebted to 
the many teachers, staff and admin-
istrators who have helped to prepare 
you for Erdkinder and beyond.  We 
are especially grateful to Michael and 
Laura for the culture they have created 
in the Erdkinder classroom--one that 
has allowed you and your classmates 
to absolutely fl ourish; academically, 
socially, and emotionally.  

It is hard to believe, but we feel even 
more excited for your future today 
than we did on the day you were born. 
You are a powerful force for good and 
you are not afraid to question tradi-
tion or challenge convention to help 
yourself or to benefi t others. There are 
many challenges facing humanity that 
require the strength of mind and heart 
you possess. With the solid foundation 
of love and learning gained at SJMS 
and the infi nite love, respect and ad-
miration of your parents and extended 
family, you are ready for anything.  So 
onward dear one; the world is waiting 
for you!

Love, Mom and Dad

High School
Dublin Kauffman 

High School
Emerson Prond
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Jacob Eismann High School
Columbus AcademyJacob,

Your fi rst day at St. Joe’s seems like just a 
short time ago, but also a lifetime ago.  On 
your fi rst day in Children’s House we picked 
you up from the playground and you ran to 
give Miss Carolyn and Miss Consuelo a big 
hug.  This was to be the fi rst of many hugs.  
Your time in Children’s House was wonderful.  
Carolyn and Consuelo helped you so much and 
gave you a very loving environment to help 
you learn. They put you on the path to become 
the person that you are today.  The CH picnic 
your last year was so sad for me because you 
were moving up.  Then it turned into a search 
and rescue operation.  You had followed a 
bug into the woods when I turned to answer a 
question.

You moved up to the big kids’ building and 
went to P2.  Kathy helped you fi nd your love 
of math.  You also learned many of your skills 
that would help you in the years to come.  You 
also found your love of chess when you joined 
the chess club.  We did not know how impor-
tant this would be later.  It really helped the 
way that you looked at problem solving.

The move upstairs was an easy transition for 
you.  You and Susan became friends through 
math.  Bill found books that you would read 
and Karla found ways to make class interest-
ing.  Bill also gave you a love of board games.  
Many fun hours were spent in game club and 
playing at home with Dad or other friends.  I 
always enjoyed the walks with you on the 
Middle School picnics.  You always had a way 
of fi nding the coolest things.  You have a way 
of fi nding great things and sharing them with 
others.
Erdkinder has been a great time of growth by 
using all of the pieces that you have gathered 
over the years.  I have enjoyed the stories of 
the class trip and trips to the North Market. 

You have become a very kind and wonder-
ful person.  You are very funny and do drive 
others crazy at times, but those who take the 
time to get to know you realize what a great 
friend you are.  You have a very kind heart and 
will always help a person in need even if they 
have been unkind to you in the past.  You have 
always been there for your family when we 
need you. 

We are so very proud of you.  You have 
achieved so many great things.  It has not 
always been easy for you.  There are many 
things that have been hard, but you just fi nd 
a different path and do the best you can.  St. 

Joe’s has helped you fi nd your own path and 
learn in the best way for you. 

We are also very proud of all of your achieve-
ments outside of school.  You have become 
a very accomplished chess player.  This year 
you fi nished 2nd in the Ohio Grade Level 
Championship and fi nished in the top-25 at the 
National High School Championship.

Swimming has always been a great way for 
you to burn off some of your endless amount 
of energy.  It is also something that you have 
become very good at.  You had your best sea-
son ever this year, even with missing much of 
it due to injuries.  At the Ohio Junior Olympic 
State Championship you swam all of your 
events with best times.  Your 200 Freestyle Re-
lay team fi nished 2nd in the state, with a time 
that was 13th fastest time in the country. You 
also achieved a U.S. National Sectional time.  
We look forward to traveling to Kansas this 
summer where you will swim for Team Ohio 
at the U.S. National Zone Championship.

You have also done very well in soccer.  Dad is 
very proud that you have become a really good 
goalkeeper, but I just don’t have the nerves for 
it.  The games have gotten a lot harder since 
your team moved up to the State level in the 
Buckeye Premier League.  We do travel a lot 
with all of your activities, but we enjoy watch-
ing you and spending time as a family.
You do all of these great things very quietly, 
and you never like to have a big deal made of 
yourself.  We are very proud of the person that 
you have become and are sure that you will do 
well in the years to come.

Love Dad and Mom

Broski (Jacob),
Congrats on fi nishing middle school, the most 
awkward stage of life.  In a few years (or days) 
you’ll look back and realize how embarrassing 
it was.  Don’t worry, life is just starting, and it 
gets a whole lot better.
Freshman year is extremely hard especially 
since you’ll be the new guy.  You’ll have to re-
learn how to fi t in, learn how to adjust to a new 
school, and fi gure out where the bathroom is.  
But by the end of freshman year you should 
be able to remember your teachers’ names.  
DON’T FORGET TO CALL THEM MR./MS. 
*last name*, it’ll be weird, but fi rst names are 
right out!

Then sophomore year which is just a year 
of being relieved that you aren’t a freshman 
anymore.   Then junior year which is just 
a party… Then senior year which is just a 
party… Then college… Then the real world.

But the fi rst step is freshman year.  They say 
high school is a “big jump” from middle 
school; it’s more like a shove off a cliff that 
leaves you falling and helplessly looking for 
a stray branch to cling to. But don’t worry, 
I’ll be here to catch you from the branch I’ve 
found on my way down.  We will fi nd a way 
out of this together.  Next year and the years 
to come will be hard.  You’ve seen all I’ve 
been through, but you were there for me.  You 
were there for me when I needed someone 
to cry to, you were there when I needed help 
and someone to love me.  I know whenever I 
need someone you’ll always have my back.  I 
know we haven’t always gotten along, but next 
year I’ll have your back like you’ve had mine.  
Life is hard, and while it is beautiful, it may 
not always be what you want it to be, but I’ll 
be right there by your side helping you along 
the way.  If you ever need anything you know 
you can always come to me.  I may not be able 
to fi x the problem, but I promise I will listen 
and I will care and do what I can… and don’t 
forget I’m a big scary senior this year! I’ll take 
care of anyone being mean to my little Broski!  
I love you Jacob!  It’ll be ok, I promise.  I’m 
here for you, and we can do this together as 
siblings. 
Love, Gabbie XOXO
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Morgan Zucker
High School

Arts and College 
Preparatory Academy 

Dear Morgan,
First of all, we want you to know 
how proud we are of you and how 
truly blessed we are to have you for 
a daughter.  Not just because you are 
graduating from St. Joseph Montessori 
School, but of the person that you have 
become.  You have one of the biggest 
hearts of anyone that we know.  You 
care so much for others and are always 
thinking of your family and friends.  
You have your own unique way about 
you and are not afraid express it.  This 
comes through in your creativeness, 
whether that is in music, writing, or 
drawing.  It is so wonderful to have a 
daughter that is so creative and so tal-
ented.  We look forward to seeing your 
creative side continue to grow and de-
velop through high school and beyond.      

We know that school academically has 
been a challenge for you.  We don’t 
think we could have picked a better 

school than St. Jo-
seph Montessori 
School for you.  
You have had ex-
cellent teachers 
and tutors that 
have assisted you 
along the way 
and pushed you 
to work through 
your challenges.  
You have worked 
extremely hard 

and we could not be more amazed at 
how you have dealt with your academ-
ic struggles.  You should be extremely 
proud of what you have accomplished!

So we congratulate you on this big ac-
complishment and also wish you luck 
on the years ahead.  We have no doubt 
that you will have a blast in high school 
and continue to grow and fl ourish.  We 
cannot wait to see the adult you will 
become.  We are all so lucky to have 
you in our lives and because of you are 
lives are so much better!   You are a 
beautiful person!  

Lastly, I (your Mom) want to thank 
you.  I don’t know what I would have 
done over the years without you by 
my side and your optimism.  We have 
had some rough times but have gotten 
through them together.  You have this 
positive and wonderful outlook on life 
that is a gift.  You are wise way beyond 
your years.  

We are excited for you to begin your 
new journey and want to tell you how 
much we love you!  

Your Very Proud Parents  
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Chloe Tussing High School

The Wellington School

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
    and do not lean on your own under-
standing.
6 In all your ways acknowledge him,
    and he will make straight your 

Reid Mitchell High School
Reynoldsburg High School

Dear Reid,
You are about to experience an evolution. 
The transition to high school is a time for 
re-inventing oneself. The future holds so 
much for you.  I want you to shine and 
show the world what I see, a smart, lov-
ing and supportive son.  Both of us have 
gone through a lot and there were good 
times and some rough ones, but we still 
have each other. You grandfather would 
talk to you when you were a baby and he 
would say to you don’t let anyone say you 
were not smart.  He wanted you to believe 
in yourself and you could do anything 
you put your mind to. Your grandmother 
wanted you to expand your knowledge and 

experiences. She wanted you to see the 
world and experience it. Your trip to Scot-
land was a joy for her and she loved taking 
you to North Carolina. She wanted the best 
for you.

RJ, you are a joy and I am looking forward 
to the next few years watching you change 
and grow. I want to pass on something 
that I learned later in life. I keep this quote 
in my offi ce because it reminds of what 
I should be doing. I want to pass it on to 
you. I am sure you heard me read it and I 
have read it to you, however I want you to 
embrace it, it is your time to shine.

“Our deepest fear is not that we are in-
adequate. Our deepest fear is that we are 
powerful beyond measure. It is our light, 
not our darkness, that most frightens us. 
We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, 
gorgeous, talented, and fabulous? Actually, 
who are you not to be? You are a child of 
God. You playing small doesn’t serve the 
world. There’s nothing enlightened about 
shrinking so that other people won’t feel 
insecure around you. We are all meant to 

shine, as children do. We are born to make 
manifest the glory of God that is within us. 
It’s not just in some of us, it’s in everyone. 
And as we let our own light shine, we un-
consciously give other people permission 
to do the same. As we are liberated from 
our own fear, our presence automatically 
liberates others.”

-Marianne Williamson

RJ I am so proud of you and I wish you 
the all the best.
Your Mom

paths.
7 Be not wise in your own eyes;
    fear the Lord, and turn away from 
evil.
8 It will be healing to your fl esh
    and refreshment to your bones...

13 Blessed is the one who fi nds wis-
dom,
    and the one who gets understand-
ing,
14 for the gain from her is better than 
gain from silver
    and her profi t better than gold.
15 She is more precious than jewels,
    and nothing you desire can compare 
with her.
16 Long life is in her right hand;
    in her left hand are riches and 

honor.
17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
    and all her paths are peace.)

Proverbs 19:1
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High School

Bishop Watterson
High School

Kieran York

Dear Kieran,
 
We cannot believe your time at St. Jo-
seph Montessori is coming to a close!  It 
wouldn’t be an SJMS graduation letter if 
we didn’t look back on all your years here, 
and for the last several months have found 
ourselves caught up in refl ection on just 
how far you have come since your Chil-
dren’s House interview where you and 
Gabe J bonded over Thomas trains.  We re-
member being shocked at the things Carol 
and Penny would tell me you should be do-
ing all by yourself and thinking, “what do 
parents who don’t have children in Mon-
tessori do?  They must have no idea what 
their children are capable of.”  We would 
count school buses during the drive from 
Pataskala, and there was a week we had to 
get up extra early so that you could get to 
the “12-bead” chain work before anyone 
else.  Ever patient with you, your teach-
ers allowed you to learn in your own way, 
and knew just how to motivate if there was 
work you weren’t fond of.  We had no idea 
what we had at St. Joseph though, until 
we moved away and suddenly one learn-
ing challenge after another was presented 
as you were forced in to a system that 
was following the “book”, not the child.  
It was not an easy move back, but it was 
an easy choice, and once under Kathy and 
Michelle’s wings, your love of school and 
learning returned.  There are too many im-
portant moments and wonderful memories 
to capture in a short letter, but the most 

important was the work that you and your 
teachers did over the years to develop and 
overcome many of the obstacles that you 
faced in your grade school learning.  We 
swell with pride to see the young man who 
manages his own time and workload, en-
gages in class, and has a sense of account-
ability that is years ahead of most high 
schoolers – many college students, even.  
Every teacher you have had has believed 
in you deeply.  In P2, the support and 
structure that your teachers gave both you 
and us made all the difference.  In Middle 
School, math with Susan was a combina-
tion of encouragement and “not letting you 
off the hook,”  Bill sensed your apprecia-
tion of humor and creative language and 
allowed that to drive much of your work, 
and Karla kept you on track with les-
sons.  Even your religious prep with Kathy 
Kohler and Cathy Johanni was taught in a 
way that kept you curious.  In Erdkinder, 
we have witnessed the phenomenal result 
that occurs when two teachers treat intel-
ligent young adults with respect and em-
power them to “own it.”  They know what 
you and your classmates bring from your 
years of Montessori  work and they expect 
nothing less.  We love to hear what you 
have keyed in on in Michael’s history lec-
tures, and Laura has managed to keep you 
engaged and doing well in subjects that 
may not be your favorite, but are so neces-
sary for your future success.

 
We loved the curiosity and fearlessness 
around learning that was fostered in you 
at St. Joe’s.  We have fond “knowledge 
surprise” moments that would come up 
randomly – When you were four , you in-
formed our friends that Florida was a pen-
insula and knew what an isthmus was, and 
you told all the folks at the aquarium the 
scientifi c classifi cation of a jelly fi sh when 
you were eight.  Your fi rst formal Interest 
Fair presentation fl oored us, as we learned 
that our quiet, funny son was a born pre-
senter with organized thoughts and engag-
ing delivery.  We have watched you fi nd 
your own paths and follow your heart in 
black-diamond skiing, rifl e sharp shoot-
ing, music composition, and you are well 
on your way to Eagle Scout – many unex-
pected directions, but all very gratifying to 
be part of.
 
You will be entering Bishop Watterson 
more than ready and we are so excited for 
you.  Years of preparation and planning for 
Interest Fair papers, work plans and test 
prep planning, and a sense that you CAN 
accomplish things will follow you to High 
School and stay with you for the rest of 
your life.  We are eternally grateful to St. 
Joe’s for fostering an environment where 
you learned that you can be successful and 
that you can be comfortable and happy in 
your own skin. 
 
Congratulations and Good Luck, Kieran!
 
Love, Mom and Dad
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High School
St. Charles Preparatory

Joel Samuels-Gallegos
Dear Joel,
It seems like only yesterday that we came 
to our fi rst ice cream social at SJMS, and 
you and Max became friends.

In the last 8 years here at SJMS you have 
gained so much. Under the supervision of 
some terrifi c teachers – and in the com-
pany of your wonderful friends – you have 
made great strides both academically and 
personally. We have watched you grow 
into a young man.

These experiences at SJMS will help you 
in the next step in your journey, in High 
School. There is, of course, a long way to 
go, but we are exceedingly proud of you, 
and love you with all our hearts.

Mum & Dad

Dear Claire,

It is hard to believe that you are already 
graduating. It feels like just yesterday 
you were taking your fi rst steps into 
Children’s House 3. It was such an ex-
citing new venture. Remember watch-
ing the 8th grade graduation that fi rst 
year when you said that you wanted 
to be at your school long enough to be 
one of those kids? Well, here you are. 
You are one of those kids and we are 
so proud.

Your time in Children’s House 3 was a 
special blossoming time for you. You 
loved all the colorful works. You were 

Claire Dugas

so eager to meet your new friends and 
indeed you found them. First it was 
Anna and Matthew, but many others 
soon followed.

Since then, you have grown so much 
and learned so much and created so 
much. You have grown into this cre-
ative spirit that is eager to embrace the 
world. As you move on,  take SJMS 
with you. Many of the fun times, 

friends, lessons learned, and other ex-
periences from here will stay with you 
forever. But continue to grow and ex-
perience life. Find out who you are, 
meet new friends, and try new things. 
We are so proud of your independence 
and your free spirit. Combine those 
with your fi erce determination to suc-
ceed and there is nothing will stop you.

We are so incredibly lucky to have 
such a vibrant, brilliant, daughter as 
you.

Congratulations and we love you so 
very much,
Mom and Dad.
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Dear Erin,

As fi rst time parents we were excited for 
you to come into the world. You were 
due to be born on Fatherʼs Day but kept 
us waiting fi ve days more. You were born 
on June 21st, the fi rst day of summer. The 
name Summer would have been fun but 
we had already chose the name Erin and 
it was fi tting.

The day we brought you home from the 
hospital, I personally was surprised you 
didnʼt come with an instructional manual. 
We managed to keep you alive though and 
after eight weeks of colic I remember the 
day you fi nally smiled and it was probably 
one of your biggest smiles to date. You 
havenʼt stopped smiling since although we 
have to coax them out of you these days.

We started you in daycare at the Sawmill 
School at seven weeks and we cried when 
we dropped you off the fi rst day. All the 
infants in your room were rolling around 
on the fl oor crying and moaning like they 
had been wounded in battle. When we look 
back to that day we laugh but it was tough. 
You did really well there and liked your 
caregivers and were a favorite by the time 
we had to move you to Brooksedge Day-
care at 18 months. After two years there, 
we decided it was time to move you to a 
preschool. 

We heard about St. Joeʼs through the Al-
exander family. We came to the offi ce and 
scheduled a sit down with Carol and Penny 
in CH4. The initial meeting did not go all 
that well because you had an immediate 
case of shyness and shut down. Donna 

Barton chased us down in the parking lot 
and said we would get our deposit back if 
it didnʼt work out. Your dad and I laughed 
because knew you would do fi ne. 

It did not take long for you to fi t right in 
and make friends. By the time you left 
CH4, thanks to Carol and Penny and your 

dad buying you the Alpha-Bug, you were 
one of their best readers. You are more of 
a math and science kid now, but it was fun 
while it lasted. Grandparentʼs Day was 
always a highlight for you. Grandpa and 
Grandma Osborne were always so proud 
of you because you loved showing them 
your work. You were always so excited for 
them to be there.

We were lucky to have found St. Joeʼs and 
you have done well when you put forth 
the effort. We have no fear that you will 
continue to put forth the effort as you start 
high school at DeSales. I know you will 
miss St. Joeʼs as evidenced by the fact 
that you are already planning your alumni 
visit at Winter Festival. We would like to 
personally thank all the great teachers and 
faculty at St. Joeʼs for the education you 
have received.

We have always chosen to introduce things 
to you that you could do for a lifetime and 
that we could do as a family like skiing, 
camping and trapshooting. I am sure you 
get tired of hanging out with us but your 
dad and I love spending time with you. 
Who would have known that at the age of 
13 (almost 14) that you would be the star 
trapshooter in the family! Your dad and I 
and Grandpa Miller would not have it any 
other way.

High School
St. Frances DeSales 

High SchoolErin Miller

To say that it is hard to believe you are 
starting high school next year would be an 
understatement. We had hoped you would 
stay 10 years old forever. The Saturday I 
dropped you off for your entrance exam 
at DeSales was emotional for me. I cried 
halfway down Morse Road then had to get 
a grip. It is an exciting time for you, go-
ing through confi rmation and heading to 
DeSales. I hope your education at DeSales 
will not only help prepare you for life and 
but will also deepen your love of God and 
your faith.

St. Joeʼs has given you a great start. More 
than anything we are proud of the person 
you have become and the person you will 
grow to be.
Love, Mom and Dad



Dearest Matthew,

For the past eleven years, SJMS has been 
your second home. When you were just 
shy of your third birthday, you had your 
“interview” at St. Joe’s. While a teacher 
took you to a classroom to assess whether 
or not you were ready, we were nervous 
sitting in another room wondering if you 
would be okay without us! Of course you 
were great on your own, ready to begin a 
new adventure, and have been ever since.  
SJMS has taught you so much, starting 
with doing things “ownself” in preschool, 
to managing your time in primary, to 
thinking critically about the world around 
you in Middle School and Erdkinder. Your 
SJMS “ownself” journey has been a won-
der to watch and has given us fantastic 
memories. 

In Children’s House, you loved learn-
ing how to read, pouring just about any-
thing, counting, and singing in the car—
“Downtown Columbus”! You looked 
forward to pumpkin patch trips, end-of-
the-year picnics, and Children’s Day. In 
kindergarten, you were so excited about 
your “contract” (Thomas wanted one too), 
and were thrilled to participate in Techno 
Trek for the fi rst time. If you remember 
one thing from your time in preschool, 
remember this: there really are alligators 
down in the cracks between the sidewalk 
on the way to CH, and one will bite your 
leg off if you don’t jump over the cracks. 
Jumping over cracks is a lifelong skill; it 
will serve you well in this world.
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Matthew Hohmann High School
St. Charles Preparatory

P-1 brought years full of learning and fun 
in the big house! You planned a “trip” to 
Mali, you worked on your fi rst Interest 
Fair project, your Flat Matthew ventured 
to Washington DC to Obama’s inaugura-
tion, you rocked as “Papa Snowman,” 
and you enjoyed great fi eld trips to such 
places as The Wilds and Aullwood Audu-
bon Center (after learning about prairies, 
you wanted one in our backyard—well, we 
tried!). We made many donut stops at Aud-
dino’s, and long live “Da-da-da-da-da-da, 
the Morning Math Quiz Show-Kaboom!”

In Middle School, your world grew; you 
took up the clarinet and the hand bells, 
embraced math with Susan, and enjoyed 
Greek mythology. You were excited about 
the challenge of fi nally being judged on 
your Interest Fair projects and about go-
ing away for a couple of nights to Mohi-
can Outdoor School. Beyond the walls 
of SJMS you were rocking it on the soc-
cer fi eld, at the piano, and on the snow-
board. You may have been “Mr. Know It 
All” on stage, but you are an inquisitive, 
open-minded joy in our family. A life les-
son from Middle School? Easy—it is an 
awesome idea to dress up as a leprechaun 
on Valentine’s Day, no matter what others 
may say, so never be afraid to follow your 
heart in this world.
Erdkinder has been the pinnacle of your 
SJMS experience. All that you learned in 
CH through MS has come together in your 
fi nal two years. We are proud of you for 
doing your best in MathCounts, Battle of 
the Books, and open houses as a student 
ambassador. Your inquisitiveness in life 
resembles your detective role, Tommy 

Dear Matthew,
It’s been nice being at St. Joe’s with 
you. I know you are ready for St. 
Charles. Thanks for being such a 
great big brother.  
Love, Thomas

McIntyre, on stage in the Mystery Din-
ner Theater production Suzie’s Place. You 
will always remember ERD outings to the 
North Market, Chipotle, art museums, and 
especially the end-of-the-year ERD trips. 

So now the “ownself” saga continues.... 
St. Joe’s has prepared you for what lies 
ahead. You are more than ready for the 
next steps, and have never been afraid of 
jumping into new challenges and adven-
tures totally on your own (think NYLT and 
soccer tryouts).  A busy and fun summer 
is on deck—getting ready for high school, 
soccer, Philmont, fun with the family, and 
a tad bit of lawn mowing and putting up 
hay. Then on to St. Charles in the fall as 
you travel a new and exciting stretch on 
your path. 
We are so proud of the young man that you 
have become. You are hardworking, inde-
pendent, smart, generous, respectful, and 
kind. We have always encouraged you to 
do YOUR best at YOUR level. You excel 
at all that you put your heart and mind to, 
and that will continue as long as you keep 
your stick-to-it attitude. So aim high as 
you leave SJMS, and know that we will al-
ways be right with you to support, to cheer, 
and to share.
Love, Mom and Dad
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A few weeks after you were born, I 
spent an entire day holding you tight-
ly while watching in horror as planes 
crashed into twin towers and the world 
as we knew it tipped a bit on it’s axis. 
As the nightmare was replayed over 
and over that day, I feared for your fu-
ture.

Jump cut to four years later, to me 
holding you just as tightly before I let 
you go and watch you walk confi dent-
ly into Children’s House to began your 
life at SJMS. The CH years, when you 
insisted on only wearing pink dresses 
and loved writing books but hated to 
read. Primary, where the world re-
volved around “getting checked,” 
dresses became taboo, you stood up 
to bullies, and Kathy and Michelle let 
you discover on your own that you 
actually loved to read. Middle School 
was math facts, Doc Martins, snow be-
came a dirty word, and you discovered 
poetry. Finally, Erdkinder, where all 

that you’d learned before came togeth-
er and you found out you were good 
at school and strong enough to endure 
life’s curve balls.

We had very high expectations for 
SJMS. We expected you to receive an 
excellent education within a caring 
community and we got what we paid 
for. You have become a creative, cu-
rious, and intelligent young woman. 
What we didn’t fully expect, as we’ve 
watched you traverse challenges and 
triumphs, was your independence, 
humor, articulation, and strength. We 
didn’t expect to learn how to be better 
parents from you. We didn’t expect to 
admire you as much as we do.

Now, as you end your time at SJMS, 
your dad and I are no longer fearful 
about your future. We have hope that 
between all you have learned here and 
your unique way of taking on life, you 
have the potential to help tip the world 

back, to make it spin a little easier and 
better for others, as you have done for 
us. - Love you, Mom

Harper Daniel High School
Whetstone High School

“How quickly time passes.” However trite, this phrase is intended to 
communicate the speechless marvel we feel when we pause and refl ect on 
your beginnings and your present. 

Time passes. With joys and pains. It passes quietly and inconspicuously. 
It passes in ritual and routine. 
It passes in bubble baths, tutus and vacations. 
It passes in math perplexers and homework I can no longer help with. 
It passes in bacon, puppy dogs, monsters and magic. 

Time is marked in minutes, hours, days. 
Marked with pencils on door frames. 
Marked in moments of awe and pride. 

Dearest Harper Rose, through your whole life,
we will never have enough time with you.

You are a marvelous gift.
We are thankful and sometimes, speechless.
Congratulations. - Dad
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claire ferguson High School
Bishop Ready High School

Dear Claire,
Wow! I can’t believe that you’re leav-
ing SJMS. It doesn’t seem that long 
ago that I was bringing my lunchbox 
over to you from Primary to your 
classroom in Children’s House One 
with Noreen and Marsha to have lunch 
with you. You used to come pick me 
up from Primary Two and sing your 
ABCs to Kathy. It has been so excit-
ing to watch you take off as you trav-
eled through Children’s House One 
to Primary Two to Middle School to 
Erdkinder. Now you get to continue 
your journey as a Silver Knight! The 
summer before you started at SJMS 
I decided that it was important that 
I “teach” you how to eat lunch from 
your lunchbox. I set up our little table 
and made mom pack us lunch in our 
new lunch boxes and I showed you 
how you had to unfold your napkin 
and put your food on it and then af-
terwards clean your spot with a rag. I 
remember you sitting there drinking 
your fruit punch juice box and think-
ing how cute and little you were. Now 
you’re beautiful and taller than me. 
Like how I single handedly prepared 
you for Children’s House, I know 
SJMS has prepared you for the road 
ahead, and I can’t wait to see where 
this road will take you.

Love, The Best Big Sister In The 
World
A.K.A. Kate

Dear Claire,

As we look back, we realize that St. 
Joseph Montessori School was part 
of your life even before you were 
old enough to go to school.  As 
you tagged along and participated 
in events/activities with big sister 
Kate, St. Joe just seemed a natural 
progression for all of us. It seems 
like only yesterday Kate was hav-
ing us pack lunches so she could 
help you ‘prepare’ for Children’s 
House lunch routines.  Then off to 
Children’s House 1 (with Noreen 
and Marsha) you went.  First a ‘yel-
low’ name and then fi nally, a ‘blue’ 
name! 

The transition to primary, middle 
school and then Erdkinder seemed 
easy and natural for you.  You had 
favorite ‘works’ and activities at 
each level and faced each new chal-
lenge with a positive attitude.  That 
seems to be a theme with you and 
your experience at St. Joe; you set 
goals, move forward and seem to 
stay positive.  The environment 
here has allowed you to grow as 
an individual and learn more about 
how you fi t into and affect the world 
around you.

Claire, you are a sensitive and 
thoughtful person.  You are usu-
ally very, very, slow to anger and 
you have a sense of fairness that 
you hold very dear. At times, it is 
diffi cult for you to see all the pain 
and not so good ‘stuff’ happening 
in the world around you, because 
you take it all to heart and want 
to always make it better or right.  
Simply, we feel you are beautiful, 
inside and out.  

We are thankful for the years that 
you (and our family) have had 
with St. Joe and we look forward 
to your next four years at Bishop 
Ready High School.  High school 
will bring new goals, challenges 
and life lessons that we are sure 
you will face with poise and kind-
ness.   We hope that you stay posi-
tive, keep that sense of fairness and 
‘stay classy, Claire Bear!’

We love you, Mom and Dad
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Grace

Your journey here at St. Joseph is about 
to come to an end. You have grown 
from a curious toddler to a bright, ca-
pable, forward looking young lady. I 
remember the early years of wonder 
and learning through song, particularly 
the continent song, I can still remem-
ber how it goes! While the methods for 
learning have been refi ned through the 
years, your growth and learning about 
who you are and who you want to be 
have only just begun. 

One of the qualities that I admire 
most about you that has been nurtured 
through the years at St. Joes is  your 
kindness and compassion, while your 
wit always brings a smile to the faces 

Grace Rieser
High School

St. Francis DeSales 
High School

of those around you, your kind heart is 
a defi ning part of who you are as a per-
son. We are so proud of you and know 
that on the next leg of this life journey, 
you will embrace it with open arms. 
There is  a long line of successful, kind 
and caring family that have gone be-
fore you and it goes without saying, 
they are all behind you and will come 
along side you as you need them.
 
Congratulations on your graduation, 
we love you and are so proud of you. 
As you step out and tackle the future, 
do so with the child like curiosity and 
strength of character that is Grace Eliz-
abeth, a one of a kind gift from God.

We love you!!!!!!

 The Dash
by Linda Ellis

 I read of a man who stood to speak
at the funeral of a friend.
He referred to the dates on the tombstone
from the beginning…to the end.

He noted that fi rst came the date of birth
and spoke the following date with tears,
but he said what mattered most of all
was the dash between those years.

For that dash represents all the time
that they spent alive on earth.
And now only those who loved them
know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own,
the cars…the house…the cash.
What matters is how we live and love
and how we spend our dash.

So, think about this long and hard.
Are there things you’d like to change?
For you never know how much time is 
left
that can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough
to consider what’s true and real
and always try to understand
 the way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger
and show appreciation more
and love the people in our lives
like we’ve never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect
and more often wear a smile,
remembering that this special dash
might only last a little while.

 So, when your eulogy is being read,
with your life’s actions to rehash…
would you be proud of the things they say
about how you spent YOUR dash?

With love,
Laura and Michael



  16                                            Graduation Supplement

Mia, 

As I looked at pictures of you over the 
years I was reminded of how blessed 
we are to have you in our lives. You 
have given us so much joy and watch-
ing you change and grow over the 
years has been the greatest reward a 
father could ever ask for. 

It is hard to believe that next year you 
will be entering High School and that 
we have already started discussions 
about colleges, what activities to par-
ticipate in, and what the future holds. 

Going back over time there are so 
many highlights of life together. You 
are our St. Patrick’s day baby. I re-
member telling the family to “come 
meet our girl” one cold St Patrick’s 
Day shortly after you were born. How 
is it that you are graduating from eight 
grade already? How does one capture 
everything that you have learned and 
become and stand for and do.  

You were always wiser than your 
years. From the time you were little it 
seems like you were as aware of things 
as the grown-ups you interacted. You 
always had your own personality, and 
seemed just one step ahead of the other 
kids your age. 

As you started in Children’s house it 
became apparent that you gave your 
undivided attention to anything that 
you attended to. You were very fo-
cused on the routines with in the class-
room. You loved the structure and you 
have maintained the organizational 
skills that help with your school work 
and providing you a means to get a lot 
done in a short time. 

I remember camping so many times 
and watching a girl who was not afraid 

of worms or fi sh a girl who stomped 
through the mud and was curious of 
every bug you could catch until you 
learned  from a horned caterpillar that 
neon bright colors are nature’s way of 
telling you to stay away!

Camping trips and wading in the creek 
catching crawdads or collecting buck-
eyes or swimming in the lake with 
Muffy seemed to always bring out the 
joy in you, I recall watching you at 
your fi rst swim meet; you were glued 
poolside the whole meet, barely ac-
knowledging that you needed a drink, 
or sunscreen and you have been swim-
ming ever since. 

All of a sudden life picked up speed!  
It seems like all of a sudden you went 
from building a 3D model of the St 
Louis Arch for interest fair to working 
on algebra, doing research for papers 
and “hablando Español.” 

You have had such growth. I remem-
ber in fourth grade when you were in-
vited to City Hall to meet the mayor 
of the City of Columbus as they hon-
ored your proposal for the mascot of 
the Columbus Greenspot program for 
your drawing of a “Sypolophogus” An 
imaginary creature that somehow sup-
ported the city’s green efforts.  
I remember your swimming efforts 
as a Foxboro Barracuda and how we 
cheered you as we learned about the 
sport during hot summer days. 

Before I knew it you were fi lling me 
with pride again as I was attending 
concerts. It was always an a-ha mo-
ment when I identifi ed the piece you 
had rehearsed at home soo many times,  
and then admired how well it now fi t 
with the rest of the ensemble. And then 
there was always swimming…Com-
peting at  YMCA pools around town, I 
never wanted to miss a single one. 

mia rivera High School
Westerville Central

High School

As time went out I found myself get-
ting pictures of Ginger bread houses, 
pictures with Santa and Brutus Buck-
eye as I chased you around Winter 
Fest, carrying all the secret parcels you 
had bought us for Christmas and run-
ning round with your friends like you 
guys owned the school and we were 
just an impediment to your fun. 

I recall your booth for Winter Fair 
“The string fl ing” selling bracelets 
you and your friends tied which car-
ried over to another day of swimming 
where your swim team mates followed 
in the bracelet making fever. 
Then there were the Interest fairs.  
Dream Interpretation, Michael Phelps, 
and of course The St. Louis Arch. It 
was a challenge to make a 3- D ren-
dition but it was a good one (despite 
what judges thought) Suddenly you 
were getting up at 4am and taking a 
Class Trip to Charleston, SC.  Hav-
ing sleepovers where you watch scary 
movies and always …swimming. Ken-
yon (your favorite) Canton, Michigan, 
OU, OSU, Lancaster and so many in 
central Ohio. 
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Dear Mia,
I knew on your fi rst day of kinder-
garten at SJMS that Montessori was 
the right place for you.  You came 
home from school, dragged a chair 
into the kitchen, climbed onto it, 
opened a cabinet, grabbed a cup, 
pulled the chair over to the sink and 
helped yourself to a glass of water.  
Just one day before, you had asked 
me to do this for you.  You sprouted 
independence in a culture that not 
only allowed you the freedom to 
do so but encouraged and expected 
this of you.  You thrived.  I saw that 
your days were full of wonder and 
delight and was thrilled to have 
found this stimulating environment 
for my beautiful little girl.  You 
aren’t so little anymore…

Through your years at SJMS, you 
have been in talent shows (jumping 
rope and dancing – which I didn’t 
know before seeing you on stage 
that these were your “talents”), ex-
panded your knowledge and love 
for music, immersed yourself in 
creativity, stayed in character at 
plays, made wonderful friendships, 
appreciated your teachers, and ex-
celled academically.  

I admire your dedication to stud-
ies and swimming.  I’ve learned 

that when you are passionate about 
something, you put your heart, 
mind, body and soul into it and 
nothing can stop you.  I love that 
about you and know that tenacity 
will serve you well on your road to 
adulthood.  

I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention 
how much I enjoy your sense of hu-
mor and wit.  You absolutely crack 
me up sometimes!  You know how 
to keep things light with your play-
ful attitude and you bring me joy 
every single day.  

High school will be full of new 
challenges and excitement for you.  
I wish there was a way to slow 
down the clock over the next four 
years because the fi rst fourteen 
have fl own by too quickly.  Time 
won’t freeze for us, so our family 
must remember to stay in the pres-
ent moment.  

I hope you feel how very much you 
are loved.  I am so proud that you 
are my daughter.  

I love you always in all ways,
Mom

I forgot about the ART! You had such 
an interesting eye for art. I still have a 
sculpture you made in 2nd grade(?) I 
still get comments from people that see 
it the 1st time.  I have spray painted art 
that got framed and hung in the hall-
ways which always evoked emotions 
from people. I remember you sitting 
at an easel in the sunshine streaming 
if from the Florida room as you made 
an Alien self-portrait and so many 
paintings which you gave as Christmas 
presents or cards. 
As if that were not enough we found 
ourselves watching you the talent 
show, doing Vaudeville comedy  (Dr.
Dr!)… and performing in the mystery 
dinner theater, and… swimming al-
ways swimming,…

The most recent shock has come on the 
footsteps of intellectual discussions, or 
when you correct me on some histori-
cal fact that I used to know. When I see 
you hold conversations with other kids 
and it becomes so apparent that your 
Montessori education has helped you 
have a far more rounded education 
than others and the surprise it evokes 
from you so often. 

As you go into high school I fi nd my-
self wondering what future you will 
carve out for yourself. I am confi dent 
that your education at Montessori has 
provided you the skills and tools to 
succeed and I am so very proud of you. 
I look forward to the bittersweet joy of 
parents of seeing you carve out your 
future as you become more indepen-
dent of your parents. 

I wish you joy always, that you always 
put your best effort forward and that 
you stay true to the kindness and love 
that is in your heart. May God continue 
to bless and reward you. 

Love, Dad 



Dear Allison,

I have written this letter to you a 
thousand times in my mind over 
the past ten years! It is fi nally time 
to put it on paper. You ended up at 
SJMS by accident when your day-
care announced that you already 
knew your ABC’s, numbers, colors, 
and shapes.  They felt you needed 
a preschool that offered strong aca-
demics. My search led me to Co-
lumbus School for Girls.  When it 
came time to test you passed four 
of their fi ve skills; you failed at 
“cutting with scissors” and was not 
admitted.  However, CSG was im-
pressed and wanted you to reapply 
the next year.  They suggested that I 
fi nd a Montessori preschool so you 
could focus on fi ne motor skills in a 
hands-on environment.  That search 
landed us at SJMS. The second you 
walked into Children’s House 4, 
you found your home away from 
home.  What was supposed to be a 
year turned into ten years!!

At each transition period: Chil-
dren’s House to Primary, Primary 
to Middle School, Middle School 
to Erdkinder, I had to question if I 
could fi nancially keep you at SJMS.  
During those times of heavy thought 
and consideration of moving you, 
I could not fathom uprooting you 
from the SJMS Family where you 
were thriving.  As you know and 
agreed, I have had to have two jobs 
the entire time you have been at St. 
Joe’s.  That meant I missed some 
bonding moments with you at night 
and on the weekends.  However, I 
have never regretted any decision 
because I view SJMS as your sec-
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ond family.  I know THIS school 
with THESE teachers have helped 
to create who you are.  Further, 
I am grateful for the Tuition Aid 
Program that helped the endeavor 
to keep you enrolled at SJMS. My 
sincere thanks to each Spring Gala 
donor can never be expressed.  I 
hope each donor feels a true sense 
of pride.  Each dollar donated really 
is shaping the life of a child in more 
ways than they can imagine.   

I am glad that you will have so 
many memories of SJMS to recall 
over your life.   Your SJMS Family 
(your teachers, school staff, class-
mates and their families) have all 
had a role into shaping you to be 
a very polite, responsible, curious, 
talented young lady.  I will forever 
be indebted to everyone, but espe-
cially your direct teachers along 
the way: Carol, Penny, Kathy, Mi-
chelle, Bill, Carla, Susan, Sandra, 
Laura, and Michael.  Your freaky 
memory is like a box that stores 
events in vivid detail.  I love that 
we can be driving down the road 
and out of the blue you will tell me 
that “X” teacher said “X”.  Most 
of times, these are memories from 
several years ago but they are still 
active in your mind.  I am always 
amazed because you recall all your 
teachers and their stance or state-
ments on a wide variety of subjects.  
It astounds me that you are still per-
colating meaning from what was 
probably a small interaction at the 
time.  

I am so proud of everything that 
you have accomplished at St. Joe’s. 

I value your dedication, good char-
acter, and sense of humor.  All of 
these things will serve you well 
throughout your life.  You have 
had to deal with some personal life 
events and minor stumbles along 
the way, but you have never let 
anything stop you.  I cannot wait 
to watch your next chapter in life.  
Please remember YOUR hard work 
and social grace created the oppor-
tunity to attend high school at Wel-
lington.  Your acceptance was made 
possible with your enthusiasm to 
soak up every ounce of knowledge 
at your fi ngertips.  My hope is that 
you keep your passion for your ed-
ucation.  Please always pursue your 
goals and do not let anyone deter 
you.  Finally, never forget: you are 
my sunshine!

Love you always!
Mom

High School
The Wellington School



  St. Joseph Montessori School                 19

Dear Allison,

It is so diffi cult to believe that 
your graduation day at SJMS is so 
quickly approaching.  It seems like 
yesterday that I was picking you up 
for the fi rst time.  While remember-
ing all the specifi cs is diffi cult for 
me I still vividly remember your 
early enthusiasm for learning.  I am 
glad that you have sustained that 
throughout your time here.  One of 
my favorite memories of preschool 
was that you would often fail to fall 
asleep at nap time and sometimes 
kept the other children awake.  Af-
ter a while of that it was decided 
you would not nap; instead you 
were allowed to go to kindergarten 
in the afternoon.  You loved to tell 
me that you were four every morn-
ing but that you turned fi ve at lunch 
time.  

I have great memories of Interest 
Fairs. The evening before I would 
always go to the great room – I 
would fi nd your Mom sitting in the 
fl oor while you would be hunched 
down around the tri-fold board with 
your little bum in the air.  I regret 
that I never made a picture of it but 
the vision is etched in my memo-
ries.  I loved when you would come 
home after the judging and excit-
edly tell me all about it.  I real-
ized how much your research and 
preparation for the big event stirred 
your interest and the way you threw 
yourself into learning more about 
the subject was amazing.

Of late you have shared with me 
how diffi cult it is going to be to say 
goodbye the last time to your class-

mates.  You mentioned sometimes 
just looking around the room to sa-
vor the memories.  I hope you fully 
realize the blessing you have been 
given to be fortunate enough to at-
tend St. Joe's for all these years.  
Very few people ever have an op-
portunity to spend this many years 
with much the same group of peo-

ple.  You have watched each other 
grow and mature.  You have seen 
their special talents evolve and you 
have formed friendships that will 
last as long as you continue to nur-
ture them.  You tell me how much 
you will miss the school and every 
one there.  Your learning adventure 
at St. Joe's has deeply enriched your 
life. Over the years to come you 
will have triggers that will bring 
back many memories of this time.  
It may be thinking of your teachers, 
remembering Cookies & Carols, 
Techno Trek, Winter Fest, Talent 
Shows, Children's Day, visiting the 
North Market, class trips, school 
dances, acting in a play, attend-
ing sleepovers with friends, bowl-
ing parties at the end of the year, 
classroom birthday treats, playing 
in the band and simple times on the 
playground.  These myriad memo-
ries will always serve as a tapestry 
of your early years fi lled with love, 
fun, and hard work.  Please never 
forget the sacrifi ces your mother 
made for you and all the assistance 
St. Joe's and the SJMS family pro-
vided to make your education pos-
sible.

You are one of the greatest joys in 
my life and I am so proud of your 
efforts and determination to make 
the most of your time these last 
years.  Congratulations on your 
achievements and I am so proud 
that you are being given the op-
portunity to spend your high school 
years at Wellington.  I expect you 
will continue to work hard and your 
future will be bright.

With much love, 
Nina



Scholarships
Claire Ferguson

Father Huber Scholarship
$500 (1 year)

Matthew Hohmann
Merit Scholarship

$5,500/yr. (4 years)

Anna Rambo
Merit Scholarship

$6,000/yr. (4 years)

Allison Sheehan
Merit Scholarship

$6,000/yr. (4 years)

Adam Sorrels
Merit Scholarship

$6,000/yr. (4 years)

Max Thesing
Merit Scholarship

$6,000/yr. (4 years)

Congratulations!

We will miss you!


