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Our students really got into the cool music at the all-school dance 
during Catholic Schools Week.

Catholic Schools Week Can “Light the Way”
By: Rachael Brenner

Catholic Schools Week came again 
on January 28 and went until Febru-
ary 1. This year’s theme was, “Light 
the Way.” During Catholic Schools 
Week the St. Joe’s community gets to-
gether as much as possible to celebrate 
the unique opportunities we have as a 
Montessori and Catholic school. 

The week began with an all-school 
assembly. All ages sang fun songs in-
cluding, This Little Light of Mine and 
I Have Peace Like a River. “It was re-
ally fun, and there were songs that we 
always sing. Everyone was singing!” 
Charlotte Price, 8th grader, said. 

On Tuesday, Erdkinder hosted its an-
nual Spaghetti Dinner.

Wednesday was probably the most 
interesting. Break Dancers came to 

perform for the entire school. The per-
formers came from BalletMet.

Thursday was the all-school dance. 
Preschool through 8th grade attended 
to dance to the YMCA, the Chicken 
Dance, the Macarena and many other 
selections. Kids tried out some of the 
break dancing moves they had learned 
the day before. 

Because of the snow day on Friday, ac-
tivities were postponed.

“Catholic Schools Week was so much 
fun because we got to interact with all 
the other age groups,” Andy Speed, 
an 8th grader, said. This year’s theme 
helped all children learn about the sur-
roundings in our Catholic community 
in a fun and energetic way!
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Save the Date!
Family Association 

Spring Landscaping 
& Planting

May 4th - 4pm

Raindate - May 9th
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This has been a really great season for 
skiing and snowboarding.  The weather 
has been just right with lots of good 
snow.  SJMS Ski Club has 14 mem-
bers this year.  All students 7 years old 
and up may join, as well as any family 
member, faculty, staff, or other friends 
of SJMS.  It’s a great time to get out 
there and learn a new sport that makes 
winter something to get excited about!  
Since the lessons are included in the 
membership price, many of us have 

Ski Club Fun
By: Rebecca Pokoroski

been improv-
ing our skills.  
We have been 
skiing once 
a week on 
Thursday, but 
hope to get 
some extra 
days in now 
that we can 
ski or board 
any day!
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Emerson Prond 
(P1) hits the 

slopes.

Power of the Pen has 
the “Write” Stuff!

By: Emma Cornell

P.O.P. members have the “power” to succeed. 

On February 9, 2008, bright and 
early in the morning, thirteen Erd-
kinder students assembled at Gah-
anna Middle School South to pre-
pare for a long day of writing. 

There were two teams from SJMS, 
a 7th grade writing team and an 8th 
grade writing team. These students 
competed against twenty-one  other 
schools in this competitive writing 
program. Power of the Pen tests 7th 
and 8th graders’ abilities to write 
short stories based off of a prompt. 
The students are given a prompt 
such as “Silence is Golden. Explain 
why.” They are given forty minutes 
in which to write a story. After three 
hours of vigorous writing, the two 
teams met for lunch, before return-
ing back to Gahanna Middle School 

South to wait for the results. 

The two SJMS teams had four stu-
dents that received medals. In the 
8th grade Anna Recchie received 
a medal for 13th place, and Ninita 
Coleman received a medal for 11th 
place. In the 7th grade, Adele Ander-
son received a medal for 8th place, 
and Anna Toborg received a trophy 
for 4th place. In addition, the entire 
8th grade team placed 2nd, which 
means that the entire 8th grade team 
will be advancing to regionals. This 
was the first time SJMS has ever 
placed in the top fifteen of Power 
of the Pen. Congratulations to ev-
eryone and a special thank you to 
Brande Heitz and Sally Porter for 
their hard work in coaching both 
teams.
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“On top of spaghetti 
           all covered with cheese.
 Our school had a dinner
          and many were pleased.”

On January 29th, in Ryan Hall the 
Erdkinder class, along with Marty, 
Donna, and other family volunteers, 
helped make a yummy spaghetti 
dinner with plenty of food. They 
served spaghetti, meatballs, salad, 
garlic bread, beverages, and yummy 
dessert. “Those cupcakes were the 
best!” said Jared Ricardo.

Every year the Erdkinder class goes 
on a class trip. This year is no dif-
ferent. The class will be traveling 
to Atlanta and Nashville. This din-
ner helped to fund their class trip. 
The profits raised were a fantastic, 
$1400. We would like to thank all 
the parents who donated materials, 
as well as helped serve.

“All their tummies were full, 
      and laughter was heard.
And everyone wondered when 
      seconds were served.”

It’s Interest Fair time again! Inter-
est Fair is a long-standing tradition 
here at SJMS. Students choose top-
ics that they are interested in, then 
they research them. 

Matthew Kauth, of 8th grade, chose 
the topic of Computers and the In-
ternet. He said, “I’ve taken lots of 
notes, so I think I’m prepared.” 

Interest Fair
By: Ruby Michl-Smith

Save Your Tyson Tabs 
for Scrap Rap!

On participating Tyson products, save 
the label that shows this symbol, and 
turn it into the school. Each label is 
worth 24 cents, and the proceeds go 

directly to our Scrap Rap club.

Alex A. Walker, a P2 student, 
learned about Arctic Animals. Alex 
said, “My tri-fold board is pretty 
good, and I have lots of pictures.”

Interest Fair came and went very 
quickly this year. Many topics were 
researched, and our students gained 
a lot of knowledge about their top-
ics.

National History Day is a yearlong 
program that makes history come alive 
each day for students.  Each year stu-
dents have the opportunity to research 
historical events in relation to an annual 
theme.  This year’s theme is “Conflict 
and Compromise”.  Students choose a 
topic to research and participate in a 
district competition by submitting one 
of the following:  a research paper, 
tri-fold exhibit, documentary, perfor-
mance, or website.  The National His-
tory Day competition is on March 29, 
2008 at the Ohio Historical Center.  
The Erdkinder students participating in 
this competition are Anna Recchie, An-
nie Minner, Adam Henderson, Emma 
Cornell, Ninita Odwarka-Coleman, 
Tommy O’Neil, and Piper Rasmussen.
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Audra Banfield (MS) shows off 
her tri-fold and 3-D project 
about the Tower of London.

National History 
Day Competition

By: Brande Heitz
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Anna 
Recchie 
created
a web-

site 
on her 
topic.

Spaghetti Dinner
By: Finlay Hessler
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New Lunch Program 
is a Hit with Students

By: Jared Ricardo

Our inaugural lunch of corndogs brought many 
smiles to the faces of our students.
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SJMS Open 
Houses Huge 

Success

Families were greeted by 
SJMS staff, along with infor-
mative tours of the school.

Ph
ot

o:
 R

. 
H

ol
on

it
ch

Baby Holonitch: 
Boy or Girl Survey Results
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Colby Albanese and Aleah 
Pederson (MS) both cast 

their votes.

In the spirit of the primaries this 
month, Roxanne set up an election 
that our student body could relate to. 
Since so many people are interested 
in knowing what her future baby will 
be – Paul and Roxanne opted out of 
finding out from their doctor what the 
gender of the baby is – Roxanne set 
up a voting poster in the art room. The 
results are in, and they are as follows:

Come one, Come all! To kick off 
Catholic Schools Week, SJMS host-
ed an Open House for prospective 
students and families. Children and 
parents were led by SJMS staff to 
visit various classrooms and see how 
our Montessori program works.

After their tours, families were in-
vited to ask questions, review bro-
chures, and enjoy items from our 
tempting refreshment table.

Over twenty families took this op-
portunity to learn about SJMS, and 
hopefully, we will be seeing them 
this fall as new students to the 
school.

Baby Boy - 59 votes
Baby Girl - 124 votes

Tell your Friends! 
Our next Open House is 

scheduled for Friday April 4th, 
from 9am to 11am.

On February 4th, you may have no-
ticed a new scent wafting through 
the halls of SJMS. On this day, we 
changed our hot lunch caterer from 
D + A to Hallmark Services. Laura 
Miller facilitated this change by 
working with caterers and planning 
test days. Laura said, “The last few 

years, staff and parents weren’t hap-
py with D + A’s services.” Tommy 
Jones a 7th grader and a long time D 
+ A customer said, “D + A often ar-
rived late and cold. Hallmark is now 
serving fresh and warm lunches!” 
Hallmark Services has proved itself 
“delicious” in the eyes and mouths 
of SJMS kids and staff.
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Scrap Rap Receives Surprise
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Our Scrap Rap members were overjoyed 
with the surprise gift basket.

Fans of scrapbooking are best known 
for their creativity, as well as love of pa-
per. Mr. Faller, father of Carolyn (MS) 
and Robert and John (P2), remembered 
that fact and acted on it.

Recently, Mr. Faller entered a bid for a 
basket full of scrapbooking materials at 
a church silent auction. To his surprise, 
he won that auction. Since Carolyn has 
been an active member of our Scrap 
Rap club for two years, Mr. Faller knew 
exactly who to give it to. 

On the day of its arrival, our club mem-
bers were overjoyed with the generos-
ity of the Faller family. They even used 
some of the new cool materials to make 
the thank you card.  This is just one ex-
ample of the kindness our parents show 
the school on a regular basis.

Adam Henderson: 
Hockey MVP

It was an exciting weekend for 
Adam Henderson (ERD) and 
his hockey team members, The 
New Albany Eagles. The team 
took home the 1st Place trophy 
at the Winter Freeze Tournament 
in February. At the same tourna-
ment, Adam earned the title of 
Most Valuable Player (MVP) for 
making 3 goals in those match-
es.
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Adam Henderson

Amelia Palmer shows off her 
“award winning” costume.

Band Concert
By: Emma Cornell

Ph
ot

o:
 B

. 
H

ei
tz

On Wednesday, January 23, 2008 
the Advanced and Honors Band 
held a “TV and Movie Concert.” 
This concert showcased TV and 
movie favorites such as The Mick-
ey Mouse March, The Theme from 
Batman, and Supercalifragilisticex-
pialidocious. To add a festive touch, 
all band members were instructed to 
dress up like a character from a TV 
show or a movie. Costumes ranged 
from Lucy from I Love Lucy to Miss 
Piggy from The Muppets. Advanced 
Band member and 5th grade flutist, 
Julia Cornell, says, “It was such a 
great experience for the 5th graders 
who are new to advanced band to be 
able to play with the upperclassmen. 
I loved playing Surfing U.S.A,” she 
added. It really shows how the band 

works together. As Porky Pig would 
say, “That’s all folks!”
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Erdkinder 
Fundraising

The Erdkinder class needs your 
help!  We have a variety of fund-
raisers throughout each month to 
raise money for our class trip to At-
lanta and Nashville.  Students have 
been hard at work to raise the fol-
lowing:

School Store....$534.38
Soda Machine....$666.35
Gallery Hop...$1,791.45
Pizza Day.......$739.41
Dances........$1,176.18
Mac & Cheese....$288.42
Sloppy Joe’s....$226.68
Italian Festival
   Parking....$5,613.43
Scrips...........$80.00
Barnes & Noble 
   Event........$536.55
Tri-folds.......$207.75
Spag. Dinner..$1,400.55
     
       Total=$13,261.15

 
We appreciate your continued sup-
port and participation in our fund-
raisers.  

Chris D’Angelo is excited 
about all the money.
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Planning is underway for “Celebrat-
ing Children,” an intimate evening of 
music and art, which raises funds for 
tuition assistance at St. Joseph Montes-
sori School. Sammi Porter Flynn and 
Alexis Stripling are once again organiz-
ing an unforgettable evening headlin-
ing the musical talent of Helen Welch 
and showcasing other artistic and mu-
sical talent from our community. The 
event is scheduled for April 12, 2008 
at 8 pm.

Helen Welch has appeared on Broad-
way, landing starring roles in a string 
of popular musicals including Hello 
Dolly!, Barnum, 42nd Street, Oliver 
Twist, Calamity Jane, Show Boat, and 
Carousel. After Helen’s Broadway con-
tract ended, Helen moved to London 
to work with some of the UK’s finest 
big bands including Opus One, Glen 
Miller Europe and the BBC Big Band.   
Love brought Helen to northeast Ohio 
in 2003 and she has been writing, pro-
ducing and performing ever since. In 
September 2006, Helen made her first 
recording with The Cleveland Jazz 
Orchestra. After performing for us in 
April, Helen will return to Columbus 
later this summer to perform with the 
Columbus Jazz Orchestra.

Celebrating Children Event 
Scheduled for April 12th

By: Susan Zoldak

Photo used in last year’s event
featuring Penelope Roth (CH3).
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Look for more details about this event 
in the mail or contact the develop-
ment office (614) 291-8644 if you are 
interested in learning about the details 
as they unfold. Tickets will cost $150 
which will include the concert, food 
and beverages. The location of the 
event is still being finalized.

Math Counts
By: Ruby Michl-Smith

On Saturday, February 23rd, the SJMS 
Mathcounts team went to Chapter 
Competition. There were 51 schools 
that competed, with about 360 “math-
letes”, ranging from 6th to 8th grade. 
The competition was held at Columbus 
State Community College. Our four 
team members were Chris D’Angelo, 
Andy Speed, Piper Rasmussen, and 
Kevin Welsh. Our four members of the 
individuals team were Ruby Michl-

Smith, Annie Minner, Adam Hender-
son, and Chris Perry. Everyone had 
a great time. At the end of the com-
petition, the top 16 competitors went 
on to the “Final Countdown Round.” 
These are the people who compete in 
the state competition. Even though 
none of our team members went on to 
the final level, they still had an enjoy-
able, as well as educational, time.

A full list of the Mathcounts 
results can be found 

on www.sjms.net
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monty jr.
License Plate Game

Use the letters on each license plate to complete 
the phrase. Answers are located on page 9.

1.

4.

3.

2.

Let the Montessorian staff know if you have 
any fun ideas and jokes for monty jr.

Closing in On
Box Tops Goal

Each year, the Box 
Tops for Educa-
tion website sets a 
goal for a school. 
This year, our goal 
is $500 in Box 
Tops. That means 
our community 
needs to contrib-
ute 5,000 Box 
Tops from General 
Mills products. As 
of early February, 
we are at $280. 
Keep up the good 
work. Remember, 
all your Box Tops 
help contribute to 
our Paint Club.

$500

$280
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Roxanne shows her pride.

Spotlight on 
Election Fun!

In March, Roxanne wanted ev-
eryone to get out and vote. To do 
so, she asked her mother to sew 
t-shirts for her and JJ to let the 
world know.
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Silver Anniversary for Techno Trek!
By: Kathy Koehler & Janette MacConnell
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Grant Dilley waits for a print-
out on the Apple computer in 

the P2 classroom in 1997.

Excitement is building for SJMS’s 25th Techno Trek!  Techno Trek is an 
annual school wide event that raises money for technology needs in the 
classroom (hardware, software repairs and special purchases).  Friday, 
April 25th is the scheduled date for this year’s event.  Our goal this year 
is $10,001.  We exceeded our 2007 goal by $5,000.  Hopes are high for 
that to happen again.

Preview of Techno Trek 2008
March 17  Pledge cards and permission slips sent home.
March 17 - April 23  Ask family, friends and neighbors to pledge.
April 21  Permission slips due.
April 23  Completed pledge cards due.
April 25  TECHNO TREK 2008!
April 28  Bring in your pledge money!
May 2  All pledge money due.
May 5  All school assembly

Montessori Education Week
By: Charlotte Price
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Guest performer 
Sarah Goslee-Reed

Montessori Education Week was Feb-
ruary 25th to the 29th. It celebrates 
Maria Montessori and her method of 
teaching. It is especially important be-
cause this is the 101st anniversary. 

On Monday, students read books on 
her life and wrote letters to their par-
ents to thank them for sending them to 
the school. 

On Tuesday, we were delighted to have 
children’s musician, Sarah Goslee- 
Reed who sang playful songs on her 
guitar and dobro. Mackenzie Beam, of 
Primary One, said, “I liked The Firefly 
Song, and the dobro.”

On Wednesday, the Middle School stu-
dents visited Children’s House, and 
Erdkinder interacted with Primary stu-
dents. 

On Thursday, students and staff par-
ticipated in wearing school colors, fun 

hats, and funky slippers. 

The week ended with fantastic M&M 
cookies for all to enjoy. 
 
It was a great week and Maria Montes-
sori would’ve been proud.   

To date, we’ve 
raised $46,000! 
We have to raise 
$9,000 more to 
reach our goal.   
Thank you to 
everyone who 
has contributed.  
We need every-
one’s meaning-
ful gift to reach 
our goal. Gifts 

to the annual fund are tax deduct-
ible and are critical to keeping tu-
ition increases in line with inflation!  
Remember, the only gift too small is 
no gift at all.

Annual Fund
Update

By: Susan Zoldak
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monty jr.
Answers

Support SJMS!
Cut out and save your Box Tops for Ed-
ucation labels, Tyson Project A+ labels, 
and Campbell’s Labels for Education. 
The boxes are located in front of the 

school office.

Guess Who? Answer

Robert Miller
Media Specialist

My Sweet Valentine
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Claire Alexander (MS) was pleasantly surprised with 
her gift of roses and a song.

License Plate Game
Answers

1. All For One!

2. Eye to Eye

3. Pedal to the Metal

4. You are too slow

There were songs of love floating in 
our hallways on February 14th.As a 
gift to his daughter, Graham Alexan-
der hired a singing quartet to come 

to SJMS and sing songs of love for 
Valentine’s Day. What a special way 
to show you care.
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Sacred Heart Church

Ash Wednesday Mass for SJMS stu-
dents took place on February 6 at Sa-
cred Heart Church.  Father Lupa and 
Father Metzger, from Sacred Heart  and 
St. John the Baptist, celebrated the mass 
with music by Middle School teacher, 
Karla McKenna on guitar and seventh 
grader, Adele Anderson on piano.

“I really liked it,” said Erdkinder stu-
dent, Chris D’Angelo.  “I thought Fa-
ther Lupa gave a great homily.” He also 
said, “It’s one of my favorite Masses 
because I always feel good after it.”

Ash Wednesday begins Lent which 
lasts for 40 days and ends on Easter.  
Lent is a time of repentance.  During 
Lent it is common for people to give 
up something they use too much of or 
a material possession they enjoy or de-
pend on.

Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday
By: Charlotte Price

Primary One student Elizabeth Hatch 
gave up soda. Erdkinder student, Kevin 
Smoot gave up cereal.

An annual Lent tradition at Sacred 
Heart is collecting money for Opera-
tion Rice Bowl. Seventy-five percent 
of Rice Bowl proceeds go to Catholic 
Relief Services and help fund devel-
opment projects designed to increase 
food security in communities in over 
40 countries around the world. 



  10                         St. Joseph Montessori School ~ www.sjms.net

Alumni News

(L-R) Ariel Powell-Miller, Sarah McFarland, Nina Brower-
Wyngaard, Nora Anderson, and Abby James celebrate their 

achievement with other troop members.
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SJMS Class of 2001 Christmas Reunion

Class of 2001

We Want to Hear 
from YOU!

If you are an alum from SJMS, 
go online and visit our alumni 

page at www.sjms.net. 

Class of 2006

Girl Scouts Earn Silver Award

(L-R) Mike Steiner, Corey Sheridan, Alex Hollingsworth, 
Bobbi Miller, Kendra Smith, Jaime Sommer, Chelsie Clark, 

Katie Hickey, and Nathaniel Seybold.
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The Girl Scouts of SJMS Class of 
2006 have been recognized for their 
commitment to community ser-
vice. We send our congratulations 
to Sarah McFarland, Abby James, 
Ariel Powell-Miller, Nina Brower-
Wyngaard, Nora Anderson, and to 
the other members of their troop.

During the festive Christmas holi-
day, alumni from the SJMS Class 
of 2001 came together for a holiday 
reunion. They shared food, fun, and 
fond memories of SJMS. Attend-
ees included: Mike Steiner, Corey 
Sheridan, Alex Hollingsworth, 
Bobbi Miller, Kendra Smith, Jaime 
Sommer, Chelsie Clark, Katie Hick-
ey, and Nathaniel Seybold.

If you 
are planning a 

reunion with some of your 
classmates from SJMS, please 

let us know about it.t. 
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Class of 2004

Shannon O’Leary

Rachael Scott

Class of 2007
Bishop Hartley

High School

St. Charles 
Preparatory School

Shannon O’Leary
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Katie Townsend and her 
happy family in Virginia.

Katie Townsend

For the second quarter, many 
of our SJMS alumni have 
earned Honor Roll status at St. 
Charles Preparatory School. To 
earn this status, students must 
earn a 3.5 or better GPA.

Alex Badgeley (SJMS 2005)
Caleb Jack (SJMS 2007)

Chance Jones (SJMS 2005)
Joseph Perrault (SJMS 2005)
Thomas Phillips (SJMS 2007)
Brendon Schaefer (SJMS 2005)

Mark Schmidley (SJMS 2005)

Giddian Brown (SJMS 2007)
Adam Maxfield (SJMS 2007)

Amanda Maxfield (SJMS 2004)
Sarah McFarland (SJMS 2006)
Elizabeth Miller (SJMS 2007)
Maya Pederson (SJMS 2007)
Nick Ruggiero (SJMS 2005)
Michael White (SJMS 2007)

Grandview 
High School

Nina Brower-Wyngaard 
(SJMS 2006)

This fall, Rachael Scott will become 
part of the Class of 2012 at Colum-
bia University. She was recently 
accepted into the Fu Foundation 
School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences at Columbia.

As a freshman at St. Francis DeSales 
High School, Shannon has made 
Honor Roll, with a 4.0 GPA, for the 
second straight quarter. Shannon 
and her family feel that their deci-
sion to send Shannon to SJMS was 
the start of her academic success.

Katie Townsend shares a deep and rich 
history with a Montessori education. 
She attended SJMS from 2 ½ years 
to the eighth grade, as well as having 
a mother be a teacher at SJMS. Her 
mother, Mary Lee, went on to be the 
founder of Columbus Montessori Edu-
cation Center (CMEC).

Katie is currently working for Ernst & 
Young, LLP by directing the marketing 
nationally for their State and Local Tax 
practice. 

Along with her husband, Katie shares 
a beautiful home in Charlottesville, VA 
with their daughter, Annabelle (6 years 
old), and son Will (3years old). Now 
that her children are of school age, she 
has enrolled them in the Montessori 
Community School in town, where she 
often finds herself loving the lessons 
and materials like she did at SJMS.

Laura Phillips’ (SJMS 1997-2004) 
hard work is starting to get noticed 
by more and more people in the 
community. First, she was one of 
400 high school juniors in Franklin 
County nominated for the Bright 
Futures Award. This award recog-
nizes the difference a young woman 
makes in her school and commu-
nity.

Then, Laura was also honored at the 
Annual TopCAT Student Innova-
tion Awards Ceremony for achieve-
ments in technology leadership. 
Two students, one being Laura, re-
ceived recognition for their contri-
butions to technology with a $2,500 
scholarship. Laura will be using 
her earnings to attend a 10-day 
Lead America Seminar at Franklin 
W. Olin College of Engineering in 
Massachusetts on Engineering, Sci-
ence, and Robotics.

Laura Phillips Honor Roll
Update
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Calendar 
of Events

Guess Who?

March 20-30
Spring Break
NO SCHOOL

April 4
Carpool Coffee

April 23
International Music Night - MS
6:30pm

April 25
Techno Trek

May 2
Carpool Coffee

May 2
F.A. Spring Landscaping & 
Planting 4pm (Raindate May 9)

May 4 - 9
Erdkinder Trip

May 12 - 16
Optional Conferences

May 23
Children’s Day

May 26
Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL
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Roxanne Holonitch
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Chief Editor

Rachael Brenner

Photo Editor
Emma Cornell

Special Thanks
Donna Barton

- Guess Who is the oldest of 12 
children.

- Guess Who grew up in New-
ark, Ohio.

- Guess Who studied Philosophy 
in college.

- Guess Who’s daughter 
graduated from SJMS.

- Guess Who loves to read and 
play golf.

Use the clues below to guess who this SJMS community 
member is. You can find the answer on Page 9.
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Do you want a digital version 
of the Montessorian?

Go to www.sjms.net and download 
a .pdf format of this issue.


