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Our entire school community came together to pray for peace in the world.
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As a Montessori school, we have a 
mission to help create peace in the 
world. On September 11th, also 
known as Patriot Day, our school 
came together to say a prayer for 
peace and dedicate our new peace 
pole.

The outdoor assembly began at the 
fl agpole with our Pledge of Alle-
giance. After the group moved to 
the Children’s House courtyard, we 
dedicated our new peace pole by re-
citing our school’s peace pledge.

The new peace pole was purchased 
with the money raised by our “Pen-
nies for Peace” campaign.

This is one step forward in our goal 
for peace in the world.



2                                                    St. Joseph Montessori School

Ph
ot

o:
 R

. 
H

ol
on

it
ch

Mangia! Mangia! Columbus Arts 
Festival Display

The artwork on display for SJMS.

Evelyn is now a big sister! Ca-
leb and Laura Frey, our Erdkinder 
teacher, welcomed Mariel Iris Frey 
into the world on September 20th 
at 6:16pm. She weighed in at 7lbs. 
3oz., and 20 inches long. Congratu-
lations, Caleb and Laura.

Last spring, Bishop Campbell in-
vited Fr. Anthony Lonzo to serve at 
Sacred Heart Church. Father Lonzo 
was ordained to the Catholic priest-
hood in 2005 in Saint Joseph Ca-
thedral at Columbus. A native of 
Mount Vernon, he has a bachelor’s 
degree in liberal arts from the Pon-
tifi cal College Josephinum at Co-
lumbus. He resided at the Pontifi cal 
North American College in Rome, 
Italy, and received a master’s de-
gree in spiritual theology from the 

Father Anthony Lonzo Serves 
Sacred Heart Church

Pontifi cal University of St. Thom-
as Aquinas (the Angelicum) and a 
bachelor’s in Sacred Theology from 
Gregorian University in Rome. He 
has previously served as parochial 
vicar at St. Matthew in Gahanna and 
most recently as pastor at Immacu-
late Conception Parish in Dennison, 
Ohio. Both parishes have schools. 

Please welcome Father Lonzo with 
open arms at our next Mass.

Baby Mariel 
is Born!
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Laura and Baby Mariel

Everyone becomes an honorary Ital-
ian on Spaghetti Dinner night!

To kick off our annual fund cam-
paign, SJMS hosted its second an-
nual spaghetti dinner. The menu 
included spaghetti with meatballs, 
salad, and rolls. Our Erdkinder class 
also provided a bake sale for the 
guests who have a sweet tooth.  James (MS) and Eric Messerly 

enjoyed a delicious italian dinner.
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For a second year, SJMS was one of 
the lucky schools to be featured in 
the Education Exhibit at the Colum-
bus Arts Festival in June. A large 
white tent in front of COSI housed 
the artwork from many schools in 
Central Ohio. 

Express Yourself!
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Over the summer, Matt challenged 
our entire staff to express them-
selves in a creative way. With no 
rules set for this project, we saw a 
wonderful variety of artwork. This 
display hung in the library hallway 
until the beginning of October.

Express Yourself Art Show
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Alumni parent, Cheryl Nappier, visited our 
Motivated Mondays and shared a lesson on Zumba.

Getting Moving on Motivated Mondays!
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Kickoff Party

Audrey Norris (P3)
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James Graham (CH2)

New Staff Join
SJMS Family!

We are excited to have our SJMS 
family grow this year with new staff 
members.

Pen Ripke joins Bethany Torres in 
our Children’s House 3 classroom.

We have a brand new team in Chil-
dren’s House 4. Amy Williams be-
came part of the faculty in August, 
while Amy Stewart joined the team 
in October. 

While Laura Frey is on maternity 
leave (see page 2), Bonnie Jones is 
working in the Erdkinder classroom 
as our long term sub. In January, 
she will work in many classrooms 
as support staff.

We are happy to have them become 
part of our happy little school fam-
ily.
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We have the solution for those low-
energy Monday mornings: Moti-
vated Monday! Our accreditation 
team developed the plan that has a 
different teacher introducing a fun, 
energy-producing activity for our 
students in Ryan Hall. The goal is 
to start the week on the right foot, 
which will lead to a more produc-
tive week. 

So far, students have been intro-
duced to activities from Aikido to 
Zumba. There are many more Mon-
days to experience this year, and we 
can’t wait to try something new. 

There is no better way to start a new 
school year than to have a party 
with 300 of your closest friends. 

On August 23rd, our Family Asso-
ciation hosted our annual Kick Off 
Party. Parents and students used the 
time to catch up with old friends 
and make some new ones, too.

As a treat for the kids, a balloon art-
ist was on hand to make interesting 
balloon creations, sidewalk chalk 
was available for the kiddos to draw 
in the parking lot, and popsicles 
helped everyone cool off from the 
summer heat. Thank you, Family 
Association, for planning this great 
event.
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Great After School Activities
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Amirah Lomax (ERD)

Sarah 
Completes 
Montessori 

Training

Garrett Thesing (ERD)
Katie Zerbi (MS)

New and Improved!

The chess board in action.
Our new play area 
on the playground.

Over the summer, our school building 
got a facelift on some needed improve-
ments. To add some interesting features 
to the playground, Jason Ketner, from 
Implement, was hired to create a new 
decking system. It has a variety of fea-

Learning doesn’t stop when you walk 
outside our front doors. There is so 
much more to experience, especially 
with extra curricular activities. 

Amirah Lomax (ERD) is very active 
in theater and music. She just spent a 
week this summer in New York City 
fi lming a Broadway Junior Choreogra-
phy DVD. This DVD will be distrub-
uted to schools and theaters all around 
the country. 

With practice, Katie Zerbi (MS) has 
become an exceptional tennis player. In 
September, Katie earned the “10  and 
Under Champion” singles award at the 

USTA Tournment at Upper Arlington 
High School.

As part of the Immaculate Conception 
Golf Team, Garrett Thesing (ERD) has 
hit a “Hole in One!” In every match 
this fall, Garrett held the best or second 
best score of all participants. At the end 
of the season on September 26th, Gar-
rett participated in the Columbus Dio-
cese Invitational Tournament against 
65 competitors at the Mentel Memorial 
Golf Course. Garrett shot a personal 
best of 81 and was named champion.

Keep up the great work!

Our accreditation timeline

tures that encourage play for our stu-
dents.

Checkmate! The new enlarged chess-
board in the courtyard is ready to go for 
any budding chess master.

We also added a new bulletin board 
in the multi-purpose room hallway to 
keep you updated on our accreditation 
work. Check out these new features the 
next time you are at the school build-
ing.

This summer, Sarah Weber, our Ex-
tended Day Coordinator and Middle 
School teacher, fi nished her AMI 
6-12 certifi cation.

You will see Sarah’s training in ac-
tion while she works in our Middle 
School classroom. Congratulations, 
Sarah!



World Food Day
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Erdkinder 
Fundraising 
Earnings

The Erdkinder class is working 
hard to raise money for their class 
trip to the Outer Banks in May.  

Some of our most popular fund-
raisers include: Fun Friday Pizza 
Lunch, the school supply sale, 
dances, and the tasty bake sales.

We would like to thank you for 
supporting us now and in the fu-
ture. We appreciate your continued 
participation in our fundraisers. 

Fun Friday Pizza Day Sales

Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Sarah Weber
After Care Coordinator

Guess Who? jr.
Answer

Maddy Wood
Middle School

Support SJMS on Your Next Shopping Trip

There are many programs 
available at local stores that 

support our school. 

On October 16th, our students and 
staff gathered together in Ryan Hall 
to recognize the need to help the 
hungry around the world by partici-
pating in World Food Day.

The event started with a group 
prayer. Next, our Middle School 
students shared what they learned 
at Mohican Outdoor Learning about 
food consumption and waste.

The students were then asked how 
they can make a difference by help-
ing the hungry. Matt and Roxanne  
tried a sample of the food given to 
third world nations suffering from 
poverty and hunger.

At the end, students were given a 
brightly colored bracelet, provided 
by Cross Catholic Outreach, to re-
mind them about this special day.
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Rice package given to needy.

We started with 
a candlelight prayer.
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Kayla Hartford

Class of 2006
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Kayla Hartford welcomed Grady 
Neil into the world on July 14th at 
9:32am. He weighed in at 6lbs 9oz 
and 20 inches long! Congratulations 
to Kayla and her growing family.

With her husband, Drew Yoder, by her 
side, Signe Anderson welcomed  their 
new baby Ingrid Rose Yoder to the 
world. She was born on July 27th at 
6:49pm. At birth she weighed 7 lbs 5 
oz and 19.5 inches long. Her favorite 
things to do include chewing on her 
hands and snuggling. 

Class of 1999
Signe (Anderson) Yoder

In August, Sam Blakeslee married 
Alex Davies in a ceremony fi lled 
with family and friends. Currently 
Sam works with the Cleveland In-
stitute of Music through the Cuga-
hoga Community College and also 
is a freelance musician.

This was a busy summer for Alex 
Kegelmeyer. On July 24, 2015, he 
married Ellyn Frash in a lovely 
summer ceremony.

In June, Alex started working at 
the Ohio State University Wexner 
Medical Center as a Registered 
Nurse after graduating in May from 
OSU with a nursing degree.

Alumni News

Class of 2003
Alex Kegelmeyer
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In Loving
Memory...
Noreen Carstens

A dear friend and teacher re-
cently passed away. On Au-
gust 13th, Noreen Carstens, a 
former SJMS teacher, lost her 
battle to cancer. 

She is best known for teach-
ing the ways of peace to the 
children at SJMS in our Chil-
dren’s House 1 classroom. 
She is survived by her hus-
band, Ron, as well as her 
sons, Finnian and Liam.

In lieu of fl owers, the fam-
ily asked for donations to be 
made in her name to Haven 
of Hope, Zangmeister Center, 
3100 Plaza Properties Blvd., 
Columbus, Ohio 43219.

 

Sam Blakeslee
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Adam Henderson
Class of 2012

Courtney D’Angelo
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Isabella Bocija
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Jared Ricardo

Alumni News
Brooke Lauer

Class of 2008

Class of 2009
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Courtney placed 3rd in the North 
America Irish Dance competition 
in Rhode Island this summer for 
the North American Nationals. She 
then packed her bags and travelled 
to Ireland to attend The Riverdance 
Summer School.

Isabella used her summer to help 
construct an elementary school in 
Guatemala with the International 
Samaritan program.

This summer, Brooke took the road-
trip of a lifetime by seeing our great 
country. In this 2 month adventure, 
she has seen the Pacifi c Ocean, the 
Grand Canyon, and many more.

Another alum from the Class of 
2009 did some travelling this sum-
mer. Jared Ricardo spent 6 weeks 
in Japan. This trip gave him the op-
portunity to emerse himself in the 
amazing culture in Japan.

As part of the Notre Dame Concert 
Band, Adam has spent 6 weeks of his 
summer visiting Croatia, Venice, Slo-
venia, and Dublin. This season, he will 
be lead trumpet in the marching band.
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Last May, Coleman graduated cum laude 
with honors in the arts & sciences and 
and honors in research distinction, from 
The Ohio State University with a B.A. in 
Linguistics, with a minor in Anthropol-
ogy. 

After graduation, Coleman began the ad-
venture of a lifetime by joining the Peace 
Corps. He is currently teaching English 
in Armenia.

Class of 2007
Coleman Hessler
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Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

October
23: International Children’s Day

26 & 28: P/T Conferences

November
2: Mass (10am)

3 & 4: P/T Conferences

4: Author Visit

6: Carpool Coffee

12 & 13: Professional 
     Development  - NO SCHOOL

18: Montessori U.

25 - 27: Thanksgiving Holiday
 NO SCHOOL

December
4: Carpool Coffee 

5: Winter Festival (10am-2pm)

8: Immaculate Conception Mass

16: Cookies & Carols 
 (10am & 6:30pm)

19 - Jan. 3: Christmas Holiday
 NO SCHOOL

28: Ice Skating Party

January
4: Classes resume

13: Mass (10am)

14: Yearbook Picture Day
      Curriculum Night (6pm)

Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Matt Brenner

Read the clues and check out the picture to our “Guess Who?” in 
this issue. The answer is located on page 6.

Do you have ideas?
Would you like to contribute to 

The Montessorian? 

We are always looking for new 
writers or photographers.

Contact Roxanne 
for more information.

Guess Who? jr.

I shaved my head in 2011 for St. 
Baldrick’s fundraiser and raised over 
$2,000.

Good ‘N Hot Chips are a delicious 
addition to PB and honey sandwiches.

My hair (and eyebrows) were dyed jet 
black for my entire sophomore year of 
high school. I had blue, purple, green 
and fi re engine red hair too.)

I have offi ciated a wedding.

My favorite food is macaroni and 
cheese.

My favorite swim stroke is the 
breaststroke.

My favorite color is orange.

I want to be a zookeeper when 
I grow up.


