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Elias Dedels (P1) proudly accepts 
his t-shirt from Matt Brenner. 

A T-Shirt for All!
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Let’s all take the advice of “The Beach 
Boys” and show our school pride by 
celebrating Spirit Days. 

Thanks to the generousity of our Fam-
ily Association, each student and staff 
member received a new school t-shirt 
to wear each Friday for Spirit Days. 

On September 5th, Matt Brenner and 
Susan Malloy, our Family Association 
president, presented the t-shirts to each 
classroom.

Children were grinning ear to ear when 
they received their gift bag. 

So, show your pride, SJMS style!

...So be true to your school now
 Just like you would to your girl or guy

 Be true to your school now
 And let your colors fl y

 Be true to your school...

Happy 30th Birthday, Montessorian!

Jadon Beard, Fiona York, Luke Messerly, Katherine McGrath, and 
James Messerly (MS) showed their school pride on Spirit Day.
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Roxanne Holonitch and Madelyn 
McCurdy (MS) were twins for Spirit 

Day with matching outfi ts.
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A Visit from Father Simon Khurshid
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Daddy and Mommy Frey welcome 
Evelyn into the world!
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Friday, the 13th of June became the 
luckiest day for Caleb and Laura 
Frey! On that day, they welcomed 
their daughter, Evelyn Ann Frey 
into the world in Dubln Methodist 
Hospital.

She weighed 6 lbs 6 oz and was 19.5 
inches long.

Laura and Caleb would like to thank 
everyone for all of their support and 
prayers.

Welcome Baby Frey! Columbus Arts 
Festival Display

In June, SJMS had a unique op-
portunity to participate in the stu-
dent edition of the Columbus Arts 
Festival. In the courtyard of COSI, 
a large tent housed the work of 20 
central Ohio elementary, middle, 
and high schools. 

30 pieces of student artwork were 
on display from our school. Many 
of our families were able to visit the 
show, and experience the exciting 
festival.

The artwork on display for SJMS.

On Monday, August 25th, our school 
welcomed Father Simon Khurshid 
as a guest speaker. He resides in 
Toba Tek Singh, Pakistan.

He shared his morning with our 
Erdkinder students, joining them 
for their morning devotions and an-
swering many questions. He also 

Ice Bucket Challenge Accepted
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Thanks to the nominations of many 
students, friends, and family, our 
staff have taken the “Ice Bucket 
Challenge” to support ALS aware-
ness. 

So far, Lindsey Miller (P3), Mi-
chael Graham (ERD), Laura Frey 
(ERD), Samary Cecchetti (Span-
ish), and Roxanne Holonitch (Art) 
have all completed the challenge at 
the school. 

observed our Primary 3 students 
during their time in the Atrium.

After lunch, he spent time with our 
Middle School students in the atri-
um, as well.

Father Simon is trained in CGS and 
runs two schools in Pakistan. Father Simon Khurshid 

visited with our students.
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Roxanne Holonitch and Samary 
Cecchetti accepted the challenge 

together.



3Aug - Sept - Oct 2014

L-R: Brian Fox (CH2) enjoyed the sidewalk chalk, the CD102.5 icre-cream truck shared tasty treats, and 
Alivia Brello (MS) took home a cute new balloon toy. 
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It’s Offi cial! 
SJMS Receives It’s Accreditation Certifi cate

Matt Brenner received our certifi cate from 
Dr. Joe Brettnacher, Ph.D, Superintendent 

of Schools and Episcopal Moderator for 
Education.   

At the opening Prin-
cipal’s Meeting this 
fall, Matt was honored 
to receive the offi cial 
certifi cate from the 
Diocese of Columbus 
that states that we are 
a fully accreditated 
school. 

Dr. Joe Brettnacher, 
our new Superinten-
dent of Schools for 
the Diocese, presented 
Matt with the certifi -
cate that now hangs in 
the school offi ce.

Start of School Kick-Off Event
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Spencer Laps the 
Competition

Spencer Aurnou-Rhees (MS) fi n-
ished 2nd in the State Champion-
ships and then 2nd at the Central 
Zone Championships, which in-
cludes the entire upper Midwest re-
gion, in the 200 freestyle. Congratu-
lations, Spencer!
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We can think of no better way to 
start a new school year than with 
friends, balloons, and ice-cream.

Our Family Association agrees with 
this notion by the planning of our 
annual School Kick-Off Celebra-
tion in August. Students and parents 
were invited to reconnect with old 

friends and make new ones, too.

The CD102.5 Ice-Cream Truck 
stopped by with delicious treats, 
with thanks to Randy Malloy. A 
balloon animal artist also shared 
her talents. Classroom tables were 
set up for new families to make a 
connection with our room parents, 

as well as sign up for school event 
opportunities. There was also side-
walk chalk available for children to 
“brighten up” our parking lot.

Another great event to start another 
great school year. Thank you to all 
the parent volunteers that made this 
event fun... and tasty.
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Isabella Gant, Lila Gsanger, and Emma Gulledge (P1) 
enjoyed a peaceful lunch togther.

Parents enjoyed the delicious breakfast treats and time to socialize.

Breakfast with Matt 
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New Grading System for PreK-6th Grade

Last spring, a committee of teachers 
was formed to develop a new, more 
consistent grading system for our 
PreK-6th grades.

Grading systems from other school 
systems and academic research ma-
terials were evaluated to fi nd the best 
fi t for our students and families.

1 = Beginning (lesson presentation made/received)

2 = Emerging (awareness of concept/skill)

3 = Developing (progress towards understanding)

4 = Achieving (demonstrating grade level understanding)

5 = Extending (extending grade level expectations)

They say “breakfast is the most 
important meal of the day.” Matt 
Brenner, our Head of School, took 
that a step further with “breakfast is 
the best time to meet and greet par-
ents.” 

To start the year of Carpool Coffees, 
Matt welcomed parents to an infor-
mal breakfast event to get everyone 
excited for a new school year. Deli-
cious breakfast treats and beverages 
were offered to our parents in Ryan 
Hall on September 5th.

New Lunch Schedule for Elementary Students
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To better serve our children and their needs 
for a peaceful lunch, our schedule split our 
lunch and recess program for the Primary 
through Erdkinder students.

Our Primary students start with an energiz-
ing recess, then return to the building for 
lunch. Educational research shows that if a 
young child participates in a physical ac-
tivity before lunch, they will make healthy 
lunch choices.

While our Primary friends are at recess, the 
Middle School and Erdkinder students are 
eating their lunch, then off to a period of 
recess.

To ensure that our levels have quality time 
together, we will schedule a number of 
“Fun Fridays” where lunch and recess will 
include all the levels.
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A drawing Logan created 
as part of her poem.

SJMS Family Grows with New Staff
We had some new smiling faces join 
our SJMS family this school year.

Molly Murphy, of Pataskula, is the new 
partner teacher with Linda Miller in 
Children’s House 1.

Molly earned her early childhood 
Montessori training at CMTEP. She 
has worked at CMEC and New Albany 
Montessori, and brings 15 years teach-
ing experience to her classroom. 

She enjoys spending quality time with 
her family, golf, fi shing, reading, and 
swimming.

New to our Development offi ce is 
Heather Zerbi. She is a familiar face 

to many since she is the mother of 
Katie in Middle School and Emma 
in Children’s House 4.

Heather graduated from Northwest-
ern University with a degree in Art 
History. Her fi rst job was in bank-
ing/trust services. She is certifi ed 
to teach secondary social studies, 
worked in the education and Ameri-
can Art departments at The Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas 
City. 

“I love SJMS! I will be here come 
rain, sleet, and snow on I-270! I 
don’t want my girls to miss a minute 
of this great place!”

Kyle Martin isn’t new to our school 
community, but he has a new role 
to play. You can now fi nd Kyle in 
the offi ce behind a computer as our 
Communications Coordinator. He 
will keep everyone up-to-date in 
school news with Friday Notes, our 
school website (www.sjms.net) and 
social media.

Logan Snyder, a kindergartener in Children’s House  4, worked with her 
mom to write this poem. They wanted to share it with their SJMS family.

You have to believe in God and Jesus.
You have to believe that everybody is in your heart.
You have to believe in yourself.
You have to believe in the people who believe in you.
You have to have fun in your life.
Everything is in your heart.
Have peace on Earth.

Love, Logan

“Believe In Everything”
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United Cakes 
of America!

Amirah used her positive 
attitude to help the bake sale.

On a bright Patriot Day, our Erd-
kinder classroom hosted a bake sale. 
During both lunch periods, our stu-
dents were tempted with brownies, 
cupcake, and cookies. Prices ranged 
between .50 cents to one dollar. All 
the proceeds from this event help 
support their trip to Virginia in  the 
spring. 

Molly Murphy (CH1)



 6                                                  St. Joseph Montessori School

Fun Fridays Are More Than Fun!
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Spaghetti Dinner
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Claire Dugas and Grace Rieser (ERD) say “Cheers!” 
to our Spaghetti Dinner.

Lunch and recess with the entire elementary building spells F-U-N!

Catholic Schools Week 

Pet Supply Drive
In the weeks before Catholic Schools 
Week, our students kindly donated pet 
supplies and placed them inside “St. Joe, 
our dog-themed donation box. These 
supplies will support a program through 
the Holy Family Church that cares for the 
pets of the homeless. On Thursday, Octo-
ber 2nd, volunteers from Faithful Forgot-
ten Best Friends visited our school and 
spoke about how the pets of the homeless 
need care, as well. 

This project is a part of our school ac-
creditation goal “to care for the poor and 
vulnerable.” Special thank yous go to all 
our students who made donations.

Mamma Mia! On September 19th, 
Ryan Hall was transformed in an au-
thentic italian bistro, with the help of 
Annie Ruefl e, some generous donors, 
and many dedicated volunteers. 

Spaghetti and meatballs, salad, rolls, 
and a sweet treat were part of the deli-
cious menu.

With proceeds, helping our school li-
brary book collection, their hardwork 
raised over $2,500. Now that’s alot of 
spaghetti. Because of their volunteer-
ism and support, $275 profi t from the 
Spaghetti Dinner will go to the Erd-
kinder class trip account.

Fridays have always been more fun, 
but this year we have added a twist. 

With the change in our lunch program, 
the staff wanted to ensure that all our 
elementary students have an opportu-
nity to interact on a regular basis. To 

help with this idea, we have instituted 
“Fun Fridays.” 

Once a month, our students will en-
joy a group lunch and recess. Our fi rst 
Fun Friday was on September 19th. 
Because of the beautiful weather, they 

enjoyed it outside, picnic-style. Penny 
Shyjka even donated popsicles for this 
special event.

Our students really enjoyed their lunch 
recess together.
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Support SJMS on Your Next Shopping Trip

There are many programs available at local stores that support our school. 

This fall, the Family Association 
generously donated funds to reno-
vate our school grounds. 

You probably noticed the facelift 
our front entrance has received in 
the past weeks. A landscaping com-

Before During After

Landscaping Facelift
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2 Thumbs Up for Primary 3 Play

pany was hired to remove the old, 
over-grown shrubs and plants, then 
replace them with new ones.

The improvements also wrap around 
the back of the elementary and Chil-
dren’s House buildings.

There was very little disruption to 
the school day while the workers re-
moved and planted new bushes.

We hope you enjoy the new look to 
our wonderful school.

On October 10th, the students in 
Primary 3 reenacted the story of 
“The Little Old Lady Who Was Not 
Afraid of Anything” to a caffi enated 
crowd at Carpool Coffee.

This is the same story production 
that was performed for Children’s 
House and Primary students the 
next week.

The play tells the story of an old 
lady followed by the parts of a scre-
crow. Each student played a role in 
the play while Annie Ruefl e, our 
school librarian, was the narrator. 

Great job, Primary 3!

Chloe Miracle and Francis Esker 
(P3) show off their theatrical 

muscles.

Reading is KNOT just for little kids 
anymore... We showed our support of 
Teen Read Week by wearing ties on 
October 16th for Tie Day. The theme 
for the week is “Reading is Our Busi-
ness.”

Teen Read Week

Tie Day!
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Hip-Hip-Hooray for Summer Learning Camp

A fi eld trip to Battelle Darby Metro Park was just one of the fun 
activities for our Lower Elementary students.

By: Bethany Torres
SLC Coordinator

Our Upper Elementary students 
explored the rock-climbing wall 

during “Get Fit!” week.
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Picnic lunches added to the 
summertime fun for our 

Children’s House students.

I don’t know about you, but this summer 
was one of the busiest and most fun we 
have had at Summer Learning Camp in 
a long time!  The Children’s House chil-
dren enjoyed learning with head teachers 

Emily Drees, Shannon Dalesandry, and 
Signe Anderson.  They shared how awe-
some each child is, learned more about 
creatures under the sea, and made their 
own fossils and that was just in the fi rst 
three weeks!  As always they marched 
and rode in the annual 4th of July parade 
and were rooted on by the other classes, 

the Head of School Matt Brenner, and 
other year-around staff.  After a week 
break, the children came back refreshed 
and ready to learn about the different lay-
ers of the rainforest, fun facts about the 
fabulous Dr. Seuss, and ended the sum-
mer calming their minds and bodies as 
they did yoga and made healthy foods.  
For the fi rst time ever, Kindergarten stu-
dents journeyed to the Tuttle Pool, and 
had a blast!
 
Lower Elementary refused to be outdone 
by the younger kids.  Our own Summary 
Cecchetti immersed the children in the 
morning with the Spanish language dur-
ing the fi rst week. In the afternoon, Sue 
Macioce, art teacher, from St. Matthews, 
took the kids on a journey around Mex-
ico and different parts of Central Ameri-
ca; they stamped their passport each day 
as they did different crafts from Spanish 
speaking nations.  The following week 
the children explored their artsy-side as 
they constructed three dimensional mas-
terpieces with Sue.  Sally Hall, third grade 
teacher from St. Cecilia, had children ex-
plore U.S. History one week and all about 
birds the next week.  Ashley Laker, from 
St. Mary’s in Marion, teleported back in 
time with the children as they learned 
about different Native American tribes 
and how they each lived.  For the last 
week, Ashley and the children teleported 
even further back in time to learn about 
ancient Greek myths and life. 
 
Upper Elementary enjoyed new themes 
such as Get Fit - Stay Active, Improv/
Acting, and new favorite - Archery.  They 
also did some old favorites: Discover 
Ohio, Math and Science, and Game Club.  
Crystal Bensonhaver, a Dioseasn high 
school music teacher was a great addi-
tion to the Upper Elementary SLC staff.  
It was a enjoy to see them try new things, 
make new friends, and grow as people!
 
I am already counting the days until 
Summer Learning Camp 2015! See you 
June 8! 
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Erdkinder 
Fundraising 
Earnings

The Erdkinder class is working 
hard to raise money for their class 
trip to Virginia in May.  

We would like to thank you for 
supporting us now and in the fu-
ture. We appreciate your continued 
participation in our fundraisers. 

School Supply Sale.$235.97

Bake Sale.............$260

Aug - Sept - Oct 2014

Guess Who?Guess Who?
Answer

Molly Murphy
Children’s House 1

Our Montessorian Archive

This summer, our Montessorian and SJMS 
Yearbook archive was organized. We no-
ticed there are spots where items were not 
saved. If you have a missing copy, we would 
appreciate your donation to our cause.

The Montessorian
March/April 1986
May/June 1987
March/April 1996
January/February 1998
November/December 1998
November/December 1999
June 2005

Guess Who? jr.
Answer

Miles Fleming
Erdkinder

Erdkinder “Patriot Day” 
Bake Sale

Special Subjects Night
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The Norris family enjoyed the 
activities found in Ryan Hall.

Logan Snyder (CH4) found her 
groove in the Music Room.

On September 25th, our Children’s 
House and Primary level families 
were invited to Special Subjects 
Night. This was a opportunity to ex-
perience a variety of activities avail-
able in our Special Subjects class-
rooms.

As the families entered the building, 
Matt welcomed them and gave them 
a “passport” for the evening. Each 
family was encouraged to get their 
passport stamped in each room they 
visit. 

They were greeted by Marty Gossett 
(PE) in Ryan Hall, Sandra Matheny 
in the Music Room, Cathy Johanni 
in the Atrium, Samary Cecchetti in 
the Spanish Room, Roxanne Holo-
nitch in the Art Room, Annie Ruefl e 
in the Library, and Penny Shyjka in 
the Great Books room. 

Their evening event ended when 
their passports were fi lled with 
stamps.
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Cameron VanTilburg

Class of 2001
Leah (Bierley) Jahahn

Class of 2000
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Mandy (Mengel) Goetze
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Tori (Dillon) Schmidt

Cameron VanTilburg is pleased to 
introduce James Patrick VanTilburg 
to our SJMS community. James was 
born on July 19th weighing in at 
an impressive 10 lbs 1 oz and 21.5 
inches long.

Elizabeth Ginn Pease, 57, of Upper 
Arlington, passed away on Friday, 
July 25, 2014. She is survived by 
her husband, Dr. William Pease; 
children, James Pease (Elizabeth 
Berens) and Katherine Pease; grand-
son, William Berens-Pease; sister, 
Rene Ginn Riggs (Tom); and many 
nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

Margaret was also an active mem-
ber of Riverside United Methodist 
Church. Margaret loved to spend 
time with her family gardening, hik-
ing, at the beach, and Walt Disney 
World. 

In lieu of fl owers, contributions were 
made to Riverside United Method-
ist Church or St. Joseph Montessori 
School Music Program.

Mary Susan Zeehandelar, age 62, 
passed away on Friday August 29, 
2014 at Riverside Hospital with her 
loving family by her side. 

Mary loved her family, her faith, 
her friends, her dog and traveling. 
She was also a loyal parent at SJMS 
while her children were students.

In lieu of fl owers, friends who wish 
may contribute in her memory to 
the Grace Sousa Education Fund 
c/o St. Timothy Church or the 
Christ Child Society.

Mary Susan Zeehandelar

Margaret Pease

In Loving 
Memory...

In a beautiful ceremony shared by 
close family and friends, Leah Bier-
ley wed Andrew Jahahn on this 
summer. After the wedding, they 
enjoyed their honeymoon in Can-
cun. Congratulations to the happy 
couple.

On June 7, Tori Dillon became Tori 
Schmidt in a lovely ceremony fi lled 
with family and friends.

Mandy (Mengel) Goetzke welcomed 
new baby boy Brody to her family. 
Born on May 27th in Nashville, TN 
at 8lb. 5oz. and 19.5 inches long.

Class of 2002
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Class of 2011
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We want to be your 
“Friend” on Facebook.
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Alumni Help with Summer Camp

Class of 2012
Courtney D’Angelo
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Sally Squires
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You can also email us an 
update to Roxanne at

rholonit@cdeducation.org

St. Joseph Montessori School
Winter Festival: 2014

Alumni Room
Sunday, December 7th
12:00noon - 4:00pm

When you visit the alumni room, 
you will receive a $2 coupon 

for the Food Court in Ryan Hall.

Zoe Mak

Alumni News

Last summer, Sally Squires trav-
elled throughout Europe as part of 
the Blue Lake International Ballet 
Ensemble. 

We are so proud of Courtney 
D’Angelo! She placed 5th in the 
nation at The North American Irish 
Dance National Championships. 
She proudly represented Regan 
Rankin Academy. 

She also earned 1st place at the Day-
ton Feis and won the Ann Richens 
Memorial Trophy. 

Rachel Brenner
Rachel Brenner, and her fi ance Juke 
Taylor, welcomed their new baby, 
Roman, to the world on July 7. 

Class of 2008
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Each year, we are blessed to have 
our alumni join our Summer Learn-
ing Camp staff to enrich our program 
with their experience. A special 

thank you goes to Bethany Torres 
(1999), Signe Anderson (2000), Jai-
me Grinch (2007), Laura Phillips, 
and Bobby Jones (2004). 

The Mak Fam-
ily has begun 
a new chapter 
in their lives. 
Zoe has joined 
her parents in 
Jakarta, Indo-
nesia where 
she will complete her fi nal years of 
high school. Her father accepted a 
job for the US State Department. 



Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

October
27 & 28: P/T Conferences

31: Open House (9am-10:30)

November
4 & 6: P/T Conferences

7: Carpool Coffee

11: Board of Trustees Mtg.

12-14: Middle School 
 Camping Trip

13: St. Francis Cabrin Mass

26 - 28: Thanksgiving Holiday
 NO SCHOOL

December
5: Carpool Coffee 

7: Winter Festival

8: Holy Day of Obligation Mass

9: Board of Trustees Mtg.

17: Cookies & Carols (6:30pm)

20 - Jan. 5: Christmas Holiday
 NO SCHOOL

29: Ice Skating Party

January
5: Classes resume

9: Carpool Coffee

13: Board of Trustees Mtg.

15: Moving Up Night

Newspaper Staff
Advisor

Roxanne Holonitch
rholonit@cdeducation.org

Printer
rDesign Printing
Columbus, OH 

Special Thanks
Matt Brenner

Read the clues and check out the picture to our “Guess Who?” in 
this issue. The answer is located on page 9.

Do you have ideas?
Would you like to contribute to 

The Montessorian? 

We are always looking for new 
writers or photographers.

1. “Guess Who?” loves the band 
“The Foo Fighters.”

2. “Guess Who?” loves dragon-
fl ies and butterfl ies.

3. “Guess Who?”  enjoys raw 
oysters with hot sauce.

4. “Guess Who?” is allergic to 
kiwi.

Guess Who? jr.
1. “Guess Who? jr” has been playing foot-
ball for 6 years.

2. “Guess Who? jr.” loves shoes.

3. “guess Who? jr.” loves to eat Chipotle 
and chinese food.

4. “Guess Who? jr.” led his team to national 
and state championships as quarterback. 

The answer can be found on page 9.


