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Grandparents’ & 
Special Guests’ Day is a Hit!

By: Lindsay Hester

SJMS has many events; one 
of the most recent events was 
Grandparents’ and Special Guests’  
Day.

Many children of the SJMS 
student body had grandparents and 
special friends come and visit the 
school. The day started with the 
school band playing Appalachian 
Hoedown, Power Rock, and Let’s 
Go Band. 

Following the band concert, the 
guests had an opportunity to go 
and take a tour of the school with 
their “tour guide” and experience 
a typical day at SJMS, without the 
lessons. Each classroom offered 
many refreshments for everyone 
to enjoy. Chris D’Angelo, an 
eighth grader, was quoted saying, 
“I love Grandparents’ and Special 
Guests’ Day because it gives my 
guest a chance to see my work at 
SJMS!” 

Many of the guests and students 
really enjoyed Grandparents’ and 
Special Guests’ Day, and think 
it’s a great time to see their child’s 
progress at SJMS. 

Ethan Skaates (ERD) and his 
guest, Jeanne McKnight, 

enjoyed visiting with school 
friends and family.

Catie D’Angelo (P1) and 
Grandma D’Angelo had a 
wonderful visit together 
on Grandparents’ Day.



Thoughts From Our Administrator
By: Donna Barton, School Administrator
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Donna Barton

      he 2007-2008 school year is 
moving along at an amazing speed. 
So much has happened and we are 
barely a third of the way through the 
year.

August brought everyone back to 
SJMS with renewed energy and great 
ideas for a grand school year. The 
Family Association kicked off the first 
week with some fresh additions for the 
Opening Breakfast for new families. 
This event was followed closely by 
the Opening Potluck – outside for 
the first time in many years. The 
weather cooperated, the food was 
delicious, and the outdoor setting 
allowed for free play for the children 
and conversational relaxation for 
the adults. The new Carpool Coffee 
on the first Friday of most months 
has been well attended. It is a great 
opportunity to visit casually and get to 
know more of the SJMS families. The 
Family Association also hosted our 
grandparents and special friends on 
October 5, a day of great excitement 
for the students as they welcomed 
their extended family members. Now 
the Family Association is immersed 
in planning for the Winter Festival, 
one of the biggest family events of 
the school year. Have you seen the t-
shirts with ALL the students’ names? 
Quite a feat!

The Board of Trustees has been 
extremely busy, too, as they plan 
for the new building project which 
will begin soon. It is amazing to 
see the amount of work that needs 
to be done to prepare for this 
venture. The financial, architectural, 
organizational, and developmental 
responsibilities are all very intense 

and time-consuming. All of this must 
be done in addition to the routine 
tasks the Board members always 
undertake on an annual basis.

Many clubs, groups, and activities 
also continue their regular schedules 
and routines to enrich the lives of our 
students. These groups are led by both 
parent and teacher volunteers who 
give of their time and talents.

We are fortunate to have a staff, who 
works tirelessly for the students they 
are here to serve. They provide an 
environment in which the children 
are treated with dignity and respected 
as individuals. Our teachers guide 
the students in their everyday work 
to develop as enthusiastic life-long 
learners. They spend endless amounts 
of time assisting the children to truly 
reach their full potential.

As a staff we also work consistently on 
many additional aspects of providing 
an optimal school environment. We 
have developed a crisis management 
plan to ensure the safety of all our 
students and cooperate with local 
law enforcement agencies to ensure 
compliance with regulations and 
requirements for continuing education 
and training. In the area of academics, 
we have developed a continuous 
improvement plan. This plan enables 
us to set goals, implement strategies, 
and track our progress on a regular 
basis.

This year we began Mandarin 
language classes through video 
conference instruction for several 
sixth grade students. We were 
fortunate to be included as partners 

in a federal grant which allowed this 
opportunity for our students.

We do, indeed, have much to celebrate 
and for which to be thankful. We are 
especially thankful to all our parents, 
who have entrusted us to care for and 
educate their offspring. We know they 
have many choices and we are grateful 
that they believe in Montessori and 
believe in SJMS.

If you have not gotten involved in the 
school, please take an opportunity 
to do so. I invite you to visit the 
classrooms, to chat with the staff, 
to volunteer with one of the many 
groups and committees who are active 
in so many different ways. You will 
be enriched as a participating member 
of the extended family community of 
St. Joseph Montessori School.

T
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Carpool Coffee

Photo: R. Holonitch

Moms and teachers like (L-R): Linda Richter, Maria 
Phillips, Janet Sorrels, Mary Giuliani, and Cindy 

Wilimitis enjoyed their coffees in Ryan Hall 
for Carpool Coffee.

Family Association has found a fun 
way to keep communication open 
between parents and staff, as well as 
enjoy a quick cup of java before you 
head off to work.

Every first Friday of the month, you 
will find “Carpool Coffee” occurring 
in Ryan Hall from 8am - 10am. This 
regular event brings parents and staff 
together for light conversation and 
morning treats we all enjoy. 

Family Association left no room for 
excuses for lack of attendance. The 
organization generously purchased blue 
mugs for every family at the school.

Michelle Daniel, parent of Harper in 
Primary 2, and Sarah Harpham, parent 
of Lily Kate in Primary 2 and Elliot in 
Children’s House 2,  were the creators 
of this new Family Association event.

We hope to see you at the next event.

New Playground Equipment for Children’s House

What great fun!The playground ready 
for the new equipment.

Our great volunteers worked 
through the weekend to get 

the equipment ready.

Photo: R. HolonitchPhoto: L. MillerPhoto: R. Holonitch

There has been a lot of activity on 
the Children’s House playground, 
and most of it hasn’t been fun 
and games. During the weekend 
of October 27th, a crew of twelve 
parent volunteers and two 
equipment staffers assembled a new 
piece of playground equipment for 
the children to enjoy.

The work began on Friday with a 
“huge” pile of mulch being unloaded 
into the parking lot. It was a site to 
behold. Then, in the afternoon, all 
the parts to the new equipment was 
delivered and unloaded.

Curtis Design is the company that we 

purchased the “Big Toy Product.”

The next Monday, you could see the 
joy in all the faces of the children 
when they were allowed to use the 
new big toy. Many thanks go to 
Laura Miller, Steve and Pollyann 
Mapes for all their time and energy 
for this project.

AfterDuringBefore
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Summer Learning Camp
By: Laura Miller, SLC Program Coordinator

Photo: L. Miller The lower elementary students got 
messy during Artist Week.

Photo: L. Miller

Photo: R. Holonitch

Photo: L. Miller

Chocolate Making class enjoyed a tour of the 
Anthony Thomas Chocolate Factory. 

The summer is only a memory 
now but we would like to take 
this opportunity to thank each 
staff member and family who 
participated in summer camp.  
We had a wonderful summer 
filled with many opportunities 
for learning and fun!  We have 
received several letters and notes 
thanking our staff for such a great 
summer and commented on the 
hard work, dedication, and loving 
attitudes felt and observed over 
the eight week program.  Our new 
opportunities such as horseback 
riding and Coach Chris’ sports and 
games program were all a big hit 
among the campers and we want 
the thank Liberty Farms as well 
as Coach Chris for joining us this 
summer.

Our other new addition, the Arts 
Enrichment week, was run by 
the group Days of Creation.  We 
learned about mask making, 
sewing, photography, music, and 
puppetry during a weeklong art 
adventure.  The Days of Creation 
staff was wonderful and the end of 
the week show was enjoyable for 
the parents who could attend.

The parents were great this 
summer as well.  Their support 
and conversations were very 
much enjoyed by the SJMS 
staff.   We love your kids and 

that is a reflection on you the 
parents.  If you have a letter of 
appreciation or note of witness to 
submit, we are collecting these 
for our files, as well as to use for 
future summer camps.  Please 
submit these to Laura Miller at 
lmiller@cdeducation.org or by 
sending them to the office care of 
Laura Miller.  We appreciate your 
opinions and input and use them 
when planning future camps.

Thanks again for your support, 
visit our website at sjms.net/slc 
to see pictures from this past 
summer.

Exploration is on the list of 
fun activities for our Summer 

Learning Camp.

During Asia Week, the Children’s 
House class created a huge dragon 

for decoration.
Laura Kokernot (MS) enjoyed 

kayaking in a lake during sum-
mer camp.

Photo: L. Miller
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New sjms.net Website
By: Olivia Jack

Sonya Lin Thesing and family, 
along with Ed Hohmann and sons.
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SJMS Parents Named
“Forty Under 40” in Columbus

Each year, Business First, a local 
business magazine, chooses 40 
exceptional individuals, under 40 
years old, as honorees for their 
“Forty Under 40” Award. This 
award, which is celebrating its 
15th year, recognizes locals who 
assist in charitable contributions 
and community involvement. 
Nominations are collected from 
the public and reviewed by a 
panel of judges.

We are fortunate to have two 
honorees as part of our SJMS 
community.

Ed Hohmann – parent of Matthew 
in Primary 1 and Thomas in 
Children’s House 3. Ed is the 
Vice President and Treasurer 
of Feinknopf Macioce Schappa 
Architects Inc. He is involved 
in Leadership Columbus, Ohio 
Science Olympiad, Salesians Boys 
& Girls Club, St. Joseph Cathedral, 
Franklin Park Conservatory, 
and the Yale Alumni Schools 
Committee.

Sonya Lin Thesing – parent of 
Max in Primary 1. Sonya is the 
Director of Family Relations at 
the Columbus Nanny Agency. 
She is active at the Kelton House 
Museum, St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church Bible School, and the 
Junior League of Columbus.

We are very proud of Sonya 
and Ed’s accomplishments, 
and are happy to have them as 
active members of our school 
community.

Roxanne Holonitch, our 
art teacher and web master 
at SJMS, made a new and 
improved school website 
at www.sjms.net. In early 
September, the website was 
modified. Roxanne used 

“Microsoft FrontPage” as her 
software to update the pages. 
Claire Alexander, a sixth 
grader, said, “I love the new 
format!” Next time you’re 
online check out the new 
website at www.sjms.net. 

Photo: A. Reed

1st Grade Arts Night
By: Anna Reed

A splash of paint; a bang of the drum; 
and the 1st Grade Arts Night was here. We 
started by getting into the groups we were 
assigned to. My group went to Sandra’s 
class first. We played “Dance to the Beat” 
and “Froggy, Froggy, Where are You?” 

We then headed for our next class 
Spanish, which was taught by Maria. She 
told us that people in some of the Spanish 
countries can not talk as freely as you can 
here. 

Gym was as good as the last classes. We 
did a couple of bone stomps, and ended 
with the movement dice. They had stuff 
like crab walk, skip and grapevine, as 
well as many others.

We left only to find ourselves in another 
greet class: Art! This class was made 
possible by our lovely art teacher, 
Roxanne. She told us we would be 
creating puzzle designs on blank puzzles. 

Each group also had an opportunity to 
visit the library with Robert.

When the evening ended, we had to 
go with the memories of a wonderful 
arts night. Donna Barton, school 
administrator, said, “The arts evening 
for parents of first grade students is an 
opportunity for families to learn about 
and share experiences in the special 
subjects classes. We are happy to see so 
many attend.”

So as the night comes to an end, we go 
to sleep with dreams of the great time we 
had at 1st Grade Arts Night.

Maria Phillips discussed Spanish 
countries with the groups.
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Project Care
By: Julia Cornell, Kate Ferguson, 

Courtney D’Angelo, 
Bianca Tucker, and 

Maria Walliser-Wejebe

Photo: M. Getz

Project Care kids visited the 
Ronald McDonald House 
with homemade gifts.

Last June, the Project Care Kids Club 
visited the Ronald McDonald House 
and Children’s Hospital. The Ronald 
McDonald House is a place to stay for 
families of critically ill children who 
are staying at Children’s Hospital. We 
took a tour of the building and saw 
the wonderful rooms for the families. 
We brought cookies and treats we 
baked for the families. We saw some 
families and it made us feel happy 
that we were helping. “I enjoyed the 
tour because the Ronald McDonald 
House is really special for families,” 
said Bianca Tucker, a 5th grader. After 
the tour, we went across the street 
to Children’s Hospital and delivered 
blankets we made for the patients. 
The Project Care kids earned money 
for material by doing extra chores at 
home. Michelle Getz said, “I was very 
impressed how Project Care Kids 
gave up recesses to bake and earned 
extra money for others.” Everyone 
enjoyed the day and it was fun to be 
with friends and help others.

Mass & Prayer Service 
Starts the Year Peacefully

Photo: - R. Holonitch

Joce McBurney-Buell (P2) 
read her petitions to 
the entire school at 
the prayer service.

Photo: - R. Holonitch

Our Church Choir was led by guest pianist, Thom 
Wyatt, from Church of the Resurrection.

To start this great school year, students 
had an opportunity to attend both a prayer 
service and a Mass. 

The prayer service was located in Ryan 
Hall. Songs were sung, and petitions were 
read to start the year off right.

Then, for the Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi, we attended a Mass led by Father 
Metzger and Father Lupa. We also 
enjoyed special music, thanks to Tom 
Phillips, our choir, and Thom Wyatt, from 
Church of the Resurrection.

Many blessings were sent for hopes of a 
wonderful and enlightening school year.

A + + + + + M + + + + + + + +
E D + + + + O W E B S I T E +
R S M + + + N + C + + + + + + 
A U R I + + T I + A + + + + +
C M I + N + E M R + M + + + +
T M A + + I S O + A + P + + +
C E F Y A D S N E R D L I H C
E R K + + + O T + + + N + N +
J C O + + + R Y R + + + A + G
O A O + + + I J + A + + + M A
R M B + + + A R + + T + + L +
P P + + + + N + + + + O U + +
P L A Y G R O U N D + M R + +
S D O O W S I N N I N + + + +
+ + + + + + + + + I + + + + + 

 Monty Jr. Solutions
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Around the World in a Day!
By: Elisabeth Spector

Andrew Swart (MS)

Miranda Broehl (CH5) 
and Senora Maria

Matthew Hohmann, Morgan Zucker, 
and Jack Reese (P1)

Claire Dugas (P1)

Anna Tiberi, Emily Miller, Erin 
Miller, Josie Tiberi, and Milana 

Yarbrough

Anna Recchie, Ninita Odwarka-
Coleman, Emma Cornell (ERD), and 

Catie D’Angelo (P1)

Robert and Nicholas Getz (CH1)
Photo: E. Spector

Photo: A. Henderson

Photo: A. Henderson

Photo: R. Holonitch

Photo: A. Henderson

Photo: A. Henderson

Photo:R. Holonitch

Marian Funk performed 
beautiful accordian mu-

sic for the event.
Photo: R. Holonitch

Gavin Thomas (MS)
Photo: E. Spector

Hola! It took Phileas Fogg eighty days 
to travel around the world, but it only 
takes our school one.

During International Children’s Day, 
many students and staff members 
dress up like a person from another 
country. At the start of our school day, 
many students march around, in this 
case, the parking lot. Next, students 
and staff return to their classrooms to 
enjoy snacks from various countries. 
In many classrooms, people learned 
about the cultures and people from 
different parts of the world, and 
sometimes we learned one or more 
words in their native language.

I think that most of our school can 
agree that this is a fun-filled October 
26th. Adios.
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Sarah Massey

New Staff at SJMS
By: Audra Banfield 

Photo:  R. Holonitch

Photo:  A. Banfield

Janet Dugas

Inniswoods Field Trips 
Fun for Primary Classes

Photo: R. Holonitch

Primary Two students were 
in awe of the giant 

Praying Mantis.

The Primary 1 class had a beautiful 
day and wonderful trip to Inniswoods 
Metro Park. We saw eight wooden 
sculptures and two topiaries that 
helped us learn about insects and 
spiders. One of the insects was 
the ladybug, our state insect. The 
sculptures were created by David 
Rogers and they are humungous! We 
left knowing a lot more about insects, 
arachnids, their habitats, and their 
adaptations.

By: Primary One Students 
Mackenzie Beam, 

Adam Sorrels, 
and Milana Yarbrough

Photo: D. Getz

Photo: D. Getz

Primary One students enjoyed 
the ladybug, which is our 

state insect.

The tour guide for both groups showcased 
all the wonderful things at Inniswoods Metro Park.

Let’s give a big SJMS welcome to 
our two newest staff members: Sarah 
Massey and Janet Dugas. 

In August, Sarah started teaching in 
Children’s House 3. Sarah comes 
from Ohio Dominican University 
with a degree in Early Childhood 
Education.

Janet started in early September as 
Development Coordinator. She helps 
with school fundraising and special 
events. Janet also went to Ohio 
Dominican University with a degree 
in Visual Communications. Janet said, 
“SJMS is a great environment.’’

If you are ever in the School Office or 
Children’s House 3, stop by and say 
hello to Janet and Sarah.

Primary Two went on a field trip to 
Inniswoods Metro Park.  We saw 
David Roger’s Big Bugs exhibit.  
We learned about all kinds of big 
bugs and small bugs during our 
classroom unit of study.  Here’s a 
fact:  Did you know that a damselfly 
is bigger than a dragonfly?  We 
learned that at Inniswoods.  You 
can learn more about bugs at other 
Metro Parks, too! 

By: Primary Two Students 
Jocie McBurney-Buell, 

Celina Thomas, 
and Ellie Woo



Guess Who?
Answer

Penny Shyjka
CH4 teacher
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9/11 Remembered
By: Claire Alexander

Connor Johnson and Patrick Lewis 
(P2) helped their teacher, Kathy 

Koehler, raise the flag. 

Proud Patriots! Students and 
teachers said the “Pledge of 
Allegiance” at the flagpole.

Photo: R. Holonitch
Photo: R. Holonitch

Help SJMS!

Help SJMS by 
saving your 

Box Tops and 
Campbell’s Soup 
UPC labels. Once 
collected, place 

them in the 
containers in 
front of the 

office.

On this date, the entire school took 
some time to remember the victims 
and volunteers of 9/11. 

At 8:45 on Tuesday, September 11th, 
students, staff, and families came 
to the flag pole outside Ryan Hall. 
The familiar “Pledge of Allegiance” 
was said, and as we walked to the 
Peace Pole near Children’s House we 
thought about what had happened on 
9/11. At the Peace Pole, we said the 
school prayer and sang “America the 
Beautiful.” 

“It was a touching memorial to the 
volunteers and soldiers who helped 
the victims of 9/11,” said Elisabeth 
Spector, a sixth grader.

As we continue our lives, let’s 
remember why peace is important, 
and that every little peaceful act 
counts. 

Photo: L. Miller

Using high-tech distance learning 
equipment, the Chinese class takes 

SJMS into the 21st century.

New Manadarin Chinese Class 
By: Felix Mak

Ni hao! That means “hello” in Chinese. 
Every day at two o’clock, nine eager 
students head down to the art room for 
forty minutes devoted to learning the 
most spoken language in the world, 
Mandarin Chinese.

Once inside the art room, supervisors use 
the magic of Polycom technology, and 
we are virtually transported to Bishop 
Hartley High School where Zhang Lao 
Shi awaits to teach us. “It’s amazing 
that were learning so fast,” says Elliott 
Narcross, “and to think that this is one 
of the top ten hardest languages in the 
world!”

Well, when you’ve entered sixth grade, 
maybe you will accept this honor to 
become fluent in this popular language. 
Zai jien! Good bye!

Fast Fact
70% of the whole population 

of China speaks Mandarin
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Middle School Camping Trip 
By: Amelia Palmer

“The hills are alive with the 
sound of......Amirah.” 

Amirah Lomax, a student 
in CH3, has been included 
as a singer in a new CD 
written and produced by 
her grandmother, as well as 
produced and arranged by her 
father. Amirah comes from 
a long line of musicians: her 
father is a classically trained 
jazz musician who has traveled 
with the Marsalis family, and 
well as her uncle who plays 
saxophone.

This is the first project where all 
three generations have a part in 
the production of a CD. If you 
would like to check out this 
CD, which has been described 
as “Anointed, age-appropriate 
praise & worship music for 
children.” It can be found at 
www.cdbaby.com/gowens2.

Amirah Lomax
Records a CD

Photo: R. Holonitch

Amirah Lomax

What do you get when you 
add the fifth and sixth graders, 
bug spray, songs, and poison 
ivy?  The fifth and sixth grade 
camping trip!  Every year 
the fifth and sixth graders 
spend a few days at the end 
of September at the Lutheran 
Memorial Camp.  Why? They 
go there to learn community 
building, teamwork, and learn 
about the wonders of the woods.  
“We discover the great outdoors 
in some fun classes like stream 
study and a discovery hike,”  
Carolyn Faller, a fifth grader, 
said. “It’s one of the best things 
that’s ever happened in my life.”  
All the new 5th and 6th graders 
can hardly wait until they can go 
next year!

Photo: N. Addington

Photo: E. Spector

Our campers used “Big Bertha” as shade from the hot sun.

Carolyn Faller (MS) was busy 
at camp making Indian Fry 

Bread.
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On August 25, parents and children 
got to meet up at the SJMS Ice 
Cream Social.
  
Parents had an opportunity to catch 
up with each other and the children 
were able to eat lots ice cream. The 
event was held in the Children’s 
House playground, and everyone 
had a good time. Our Family 
Association planned this great 
event. Anna Reed, a sixth grader, 
said, “It was fun and yummy.” 
 
What a great way to start the 
school year. Keep it up Family 
Association!

Ice-Cream Social
By: Maria Walliser-Wejebe

A favorite of our school, as always, 
is the Scholastic Book Fair. 

Everyone enjoys the book fair, 
whether you’re just learning to 
read, or you’ve been reading 
forever. Adam Henderson, an 
eighth grader, said, “I like the wide 
variety of books.” The book fair that 
we had the first week of school was 
made possible by parent volunteers 
and Family Association. 

On the last day of the book fair, a 
couple people were chosen from 
each classroom to choose a free 
book .

No matter how young or old, no 
matter what the need, there’s a 
book for everyone at Scholastic 
Book Fair.

Scholastic 
Book Fair

By: Elisabeth Spector

monty jr.

Q - What do you get from 
nervous cows?

A - Milk shakes

Answers on page 6.

Q - What kind of food do 
vegetables eat?

A - Vegetarian food

Jokes

Montessorian Word Search
A Z H U Y Q M M A C X T B P W 
E D V K F H O W E B S I T E B 
R S M J K U N M C Q H D N K S 
A U R I X K T I L A R D T P Y 
C M I O N F E M R L M Y V M K 
T M A A G I S O S A R P P J V 
C E F Y A D S N E R D L I H C 
E R K Z B I O T L A K N X N V 
J C O Q R J R Y R D U Z A C G 
O A O A G O I J T A G D H M A 
R M B P W Y A R B C T K R L B 
P P Q J K M N T Z W K O U J I 
P L A Y G R O U N D N M R V K 
S D O O W S I N N I N M O G O 
C S C L E N W X Z I Q Y O N W

ADMINISTRATOR 
ALUMNI 

BOOKFAIR 
CAMPING 

CHILDRENSDAY 
INNISWOODS 
MANDARIN 

MONTESSORIAN 
MONTYJR 

PLAYGROUND 
PROJECTCARE 
SUMMERCAMP 

WEBSITE 

Instructions:

Use the num-
bers 1-9 and 
trial and error 
to place num-
bers creating 
the solutions 
to the outer 
boxes.

Math Puzzle
Word Search Clues

By: Felix Mak
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Different Gifts for Different Occasions:  
Annual Fund vs. Capital Campaign Gifts

By: Susan Zoldak, Development Director

What should I get for (insert 
name of recipient) this year?   
It’s a question we are all asking 
ourselves as we prepare to 
celebrate the holiday season with 
family and friends.   I am hearing 
similar questions about gifts to 
SJMS in the development office.  
Here are a few frequently asked 
questions:  “How much should I 
give this year?”  “If the capital 
campaign is coming, should I 
save my annual fund contribution 
and give it to the campaign?”  
“Why do I have to give anything 
since I’m paying tuition?”   Like 
purchasing gifts for the numerous 
types of people in your life, giving 
to SJMS or any organization is 
a personal decision that requires 
time, planning, and a meaningful 
relationship.

Here’s how I like to think about 
philanthropic gift giving.  An 
annual gift is like a birthday gift.  
Each year at birthday time, you 
give a gift because you care about 
and want to acknowledge the 
recipient’s importance in your life.  
It usually doesn’t matter to you that 
you are supporting the recipient 
in other ways; on their birthday, 
you send a card, flowers, or give 
a present.  Sometimes your gift 
helps fill a need in the recipient’s 
life.  An annual fund gift can be 
considered in the same way.   Each 
year, we ask (just like children at 
birthday time) for an annual fund 
gift.  At SJMS, your annual gift 
helps fund the difference between 

tuition revenue and the cost of 
operating the school.  Even though 
current families are supporting 
SJMS by paying tuition, their 
annual gift is very important to 
us and lets us know that they 
acknowledge the importance of 
our educational mission.

A capital gift is more like a 
wedding gift.  When someone 
gets married, you give a gift to 
recognize this important milestone 
in their life. Like a wedding, a 
capital gift usually doesn’t happen 
often in an organization’s lifetime 
and you want the gift to be lasting 
and particularly meaningful based 
on your relationship with the 
recipient.  Oftentimes, a wedding 
gift is larger and more significant 
than a birthday gift.  During our 
upcoming capital campaign, we 
will be inviting our community 
to celebrate the renovation and 
expansion of our facility by giving 
a capital campaign gift.   

The gift analogy is intended to help 
you understand the differences 
between annual fund and capital 
campaign contributions but also 
emphasize how meaningful and 
important all of your gifts are to 
us. Unlike some gifts given to 
individuals, philanthropic gifts 
are a significant portion of the 
organization’s financial well-
being.  We ask for and depend on 
the generosity of our community 
for both our operating and capital 
expenditures.   Annual fund gifts 
(typically unrestricted and derived 
from donors’ incomes) are used 
to fund operations.  Capital gifts 
(often made from donors’ assets) 
are used to improve and expand 
facilities or build or increase an 
endowment.

Good luck with your gift planning, 
know that we appreciate all of 
your gifts, and please keep us on 
your list.

Great Photo 
Moment!

YUM! For Elliot Harpham 
(CH2), that cookie was quite 
tasty. SJMS celebrated the begin-
ning of the school year with a fun 
Potluck, cookies included.
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The Erdkinder class needs your help!  We have a variety of fundraisers 
throughout each month to raise money for our class trip.  Students 
have been hard at work to raise the following:

School Store.................$512.88
Gallery Hop..................$258.80
Pizza Day....................$233.00
Soda Machine.................$291.85
Dances.......................$471.71
Mac & Cheese.................$189.19
Sloppy Joes..................$135.92
Italian Festival Parking....$5613.43

                    Total =  $7,706.78 

We appreciate your continued support and participation in our 
fundraisers.

Erdkinder FundraisingSJMS Ski Club
By: Rebecca Pokorski

Do you like to ski or snowboard?  
Would you like to learn how?  
SJMS Ski Club is open to all 
SJMS students, parents, families, 
teachers, staff, alumni, and other 
friends of SJMS.

We participate in Mad River 
Mountain’s “Master the 
Mountain” program on Thursdays 
after school.  Mad River Mountain 
is near Bellefontaine, Ohio, about 
40 miles northwest of Columbus.

By signing up for the program 
through SJMS, you have a choice 
of once-a-week (Thursday) 
program, or anytime program at a 
reduced club rate.  Prices start at 
$175 for once a week non-rental to 
$388 for anytime lift plus combo 
ski and snowboard rental.  After 
President’s Day in February, your 
ski pass is good every day.  (There 
might be some restrictions during 
the day on the weekends.)

All 6th, 7th, and 8th graders are 
welcome to carpool.   Younger 
students need to have a parent 
present.

To join, follow the instructions on 
the Ski Club Bulletin sent home 
this month, or request one from 
the club advisor, Becky Pokorski 
at 208-1189 or ecca@juno.com. 
You can also check the SJMS 
web site under Ski Club for more 
information.

Hope to see you on the slopes!

Photo - R. Holonitch

Pizza for one! 
Adam Henderson 
and Aaron Ault 
(ERD) helped 
Marty Gossett 
serve delicious 
pizza slices to 
customers like 
Danny Pyles 

(P1).

Is there room for 
one more? 

Matthew Kauth, 
Chris D’Angelo, 

Kevin Welsh, Adrian 
Gorzitze-Maxey, 
Piper Rasmussen, 
Sam Beasley, and 

Charlotte Price get 
cozy on the bench 
while they take a 

break from the fun.
Photo - B. Heitz
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Ryan Vesler

The teacher’s team is growing with 
every graduation year. 

Alumni News
Trent VogelhuberAnnual Softball Game 

Brings Record-Number 
Alumni Players

Grant DilleySteven Deerwester

In June, the National Hockey League 
(NHL) draft occurred in Nationwide 
Arena downtown. In the seventh round, 
Trent Vogelhuber was the final pick for 
the Columbus Bluejackets. Trent is the 
first NHL player from Central Ohio.

Trent and his family have been dedicated 
to his talent. Since there was no AAA 
hockey teams in Columbus, the family 
would travel to Dayton three times a week 
for games and practices. 

He is currently attending, as well as 
playing for, Miami University as a 
freshman. Trent will be a player to watch 
for!

Photo: - J. Mengel

In June, the weather was perfect for 
a softball game. But this is not your 
“everyday, regular” softball game. This 
is the annual softball game that pits our 
graduating eighth graders against the 
teachers and alumni.

Emails were sent, phone calls made, 
and the Calvary appeared. A total of 13 
alumni showed up to battle the eighth 
grade class along with their former 
educators. The teachers and alumni were 
victorious with a score of 16 – 9.

Ryan Vesler (SJMS ______) was 
recently seen in the Columbus 
Dispatch for his interesting career 
path. He has designed a line of 
vintage-inspired T-shirts which can 
be purchased at the Dr. Mojoe stores 
in Columbus and Cincinnati. He is 
currently developing online sales. 
After SJMS, Ryan attended Ohio 
University.

Photo: - Dispatch photo

Ryan Vesler showing off his 
vintage duds.

Last June, Grant Dilley graduated 
from St. Charles Preparatory School 
and received an appointment at The 
U.S. Air Force Academy.

Steven Deerwester is currently 
a freshman at Xavier University 
in Cincinnati. He is majoring in 
Business.

St. Charles 
Honor/Merit Roll
Honor Roll (GPA: 3.50 - 4.0)

Alex Badgeley (SJMS 2005)
Chance Jones (SJMS 2005)
Joseph Perrault (SJMS 2005)
Thomas Phillips (SJMS 2007)
Mark Schmidley (SJMS 2005)

Merit Roll (GPA: 3.00 - 3.49)
Coleman Hessler (SJMS 2007)
Caleb Jack (SJMS 2007)
Brendon Schaefer (SJMS 2005)

SJMS
Winter Festival
Alumni Room

December 2nd
12noon-5pm

Visit the Alumni Room, 
and receive a $2 coupon 
for the Winter Festival 

food court.

Bishop Hartley
Honor Roll

To receive Honor Roll status, stu-
dents must earn a GPA between 
3.5 and 4.0.

Chris DeMuro (SJMS 2004)
Adam Maxfield (SJMS 2007)
Amanda Maxfield (SJMS 2004)
Sarah MacFarland (SJMS 2006)
Elizabeth Miller (SJMS 2007)
Maya Pederson (SJMS 2007)



Alumni News
SJMS Class of 2000SJMS Alumni Work 

Hard at SJMS 
Summer Learning 

Camp

Photo: - R. Holonitch

Cameron VanTilburg (SJMS 2002) 
and Bethany Torres (SJMS 2000) 

were just two of the great alumni 
assistants this summer.

Photo: R. Holonitch

Marc Nappier
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SJMS Class of 2006

On a sunny Wednesday afternoon, 
SJMS received some very special 
visitors: Nora Anderson (SJMS 
2006), Abby James (SJMS 2006), 
and Marissa Deerwester (1995-2004). 
These “three amigos” all attend 
Bishop Watterson High School.

Nora Anderson is taking courses 
like Accelerated US History and 
Accelerated Biology. She is in Field 
Hockey, and plans to try out for 
softball.

Abby James is currently taking classes 
like Film and Accelerated Algebra II/
Trigonometry. The activity she enjoys 
the most is softball.

Marissa Deerwester enjoys classes 
like Spanish and Interior Design. She 
is really proud that she now has her 
driver’s license.

Nora Anderson, 
Marissa Deerwester, 

and Abby James

(L-R): Nora Anderson (SJMS 2006), 
Abby James (SJMS 2006), and 

Marissa Deerwester (1995-2004).

Marc Nappier (SJMS 2000) is 
currently a senior at The University 
of Dayton majoring in Pre-Med. 
Before UD, Marc attended St. Charles 
Preparatory High School.

Marc has been awarded the 2007 
Glenn Stokes Summer Research 
Internship at The Ohio State 
University, which is funded by the 
National Science Foundation and 
the Ohio State University Graduate 
School. 

SJMS Class of 2007

Alena Mohler
This summer, Alena Mohler (SJMS 
2007) and her family moved to North 
Carolina. She is now a freshman at 
Reagan High School. She recently 
emailed Marty to tell her that she 
tried out for the field hockey team, 
because she was a skilled player at 
SJMS.

Photo: M. Nappier

We Want to Hear from YOU!
If you are an alumni from SJMS, go online and 

visit our alumni page at www.sjms.net. 

If you happened to visit the school 
this summer, you would see a lot of 
fun and creativity going on. Also, 
you may recognize some familiar 
faces, as well. Each summer, Laura 
Miller, the coordinator for summer 
program, hires a number of SJMS 
alumni to work as classroom 
assistance. This summer was no 
different. A total of five SJMS 
alumni worked in some capacity 
from June to August. 

We are happy to see our alumni 
return and work with our current 
students.



Nov. 21 - 25
Thanksgiving Break

NO SCHOOL

Dec. 2
Winter Festival

Dec. 19
Cookies & Carols

Dec. 21 - Jan. 2
Holiday Break
NO SCHOOL

Jan. 3
Ski Club begins

Jan. 16
Continuing Montessori

Calendar 
of Events Guess Who?

Use the clues below to guess who this SJMS community 
member is. You can find the answer on Page 9.

- Guess Who had only 25 class-
mates in their senior class.
 
- Guess Who once gave herb 
lectures to a garden club.

- Guess Who read Harry Potter 
in one night.

- Guess Who has 4 grandsons. 

- Guess Who’s favorite food is 
eggplant.
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