
The Montessorian
Published for the St. Joseph Montessori School Community

April - May - June 2016 Volume 31 - 4th Edition

In This Issue
HoS for the Day..........2
Vine Street Mural........2
POPWalk..................2
Slim Goodbody............3
SkateZone71 Party........3
Grandfriends’ Day........3
Spanish Fiesta...........4
Meet a Mountain Climber..4
Diocese Art Show.........4
Art Exhibition...........5
Mid-Ohio Foodbank........5
Global Gallery Fieldtrip.5
Labyrinth................6
MathCOUNTS...............6
Presidential Debate......6
Graduation Word Search...7
Erdkinder Trip...........7
Farming 101..............8
Art Gallery Tour.........8
Art Festival Display.....9
Support SJMS!............9
Rice Bowl $..............9
Alumni News.............10
Guess Who? .............12
Guess Who? jr...........12

We celebrated Marty and Susan’s service to SJMS 
with a milk and cookies party. They each received a special 

painting fi lled with signatures from the students.
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Thank You Susan and Marty!

           n May 17th, our school honored two 
special teachers for their service to SJMS. 

With the announcement of the upcoming 
retirements for Marty Gossett (PE and 
Health) and Susan Walling (MS), our stu-
dents wanted to honor them with an all-
school party.

At the event, gifts from each classroom and 
level were presented to Marty and Susan.

Once the presentation ended, the entire 
school enjoyed delicious milk and cookies 
as a treat.

Each classroom presented gifts, 
including a poem written by the 

students in Primary 1.
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Matilda took over as 
Head of School on April 20th.
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POP Goes Our POPWalk!

Vine Street Mural
Head of School for the Day

Matilda Carlarne

Our 4th graders in front of their mural.
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Students walked and ran to raise money for our new playground.

With a light breeze and the sun shin-
ing high in the sky, our school showed 
their support in updating our play-
ground by walking in POPWalk. As 
you have seen regularly in our Friday 
Notes, POPWalk was created to raise 
the needed funds to add new equip-
ment to our elementary playground. 

On the afternoon of May 6th, our kin-
dergarten through 8th grade students 
walked laps to raise money for the new 
playground equipment. Our goal is 
$15,000, and with the high energy and 
effort from our students, we will easily 
reach our goal.

One of the highlights of this great fun-
draising event is the community build-
ing aspect. Often, you see our older 
children walking and running with the 
younger ones as well as teachers and 
parents cheering on the great efforts 
of our students. There are countless 
“high-fi ves” shared on this day!

To end the event, our students, staff, 
and parent volunteers enjoyed a cool 
and tasty popsicle for a job well done. 

Please remember to turn in your pledg-

es before school ends. To help, we had 
a POPWalk themed pledge thermome-
ter in the lobby of the school to remind 
you to turn in pledges, and to show the 
progress. 

With so many activities going 
on at SJMS, Matt Brenner of-
ten needs some help to get the job 
done. Thankfully, he has a “Head 
of School for the Day” to chip in. 
On April 20th, thanks to a winning 
bid at the Spring Gala, Matilda Car-
larne, from Primary 1, was ready for 
the challenge. 

On this special day, Matilda shared 
a delicious lunch with Matt and a 
friend from Panera Bread, and cre-
ated Super Hero Day for April 19th. 

Our fourth grade class enjoyed a 
fun fi eld trip to see their completed 
mural. As a treat, they ate lunch at 
North Market and rode the C-Bus.
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Grandfriends’ Day
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Finlay O’Carroll (P2) shares a book with his grandparents.

Ph
ot

o:
 R

. 
H

ol
on

it
ch

Ava Neville (MS) was a happy volunteer (in 2012 and 2016) to 
demonstrate how your diaphram works in your body.
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Eily Ryan-Hart and Lilly Surratt 
(P2) had a blast at Skatezone71.

Slim Goodbody Visits SJMS...again

What do you get when you mix fun, 
family, and friends? Grandfriends’ 
Day!! On April 29th, we opened our 
doors to our favorite people to share 
our school day. The day started with 
a presentation from our school ad-
ministration and our 8th Grade Bell 
Choir. Guests were then escorted to 
the classrooms where our students 
were waiting anxiously to show 
them around. Our students shared 
a tour of the school, bought books 
at our annual spring bookfair, and 
played games with their guests. As 
the afternoon approached, many 
families left the building to enjoy a 
lunch out at a restaurant. 

SkateZone 71
Skate Party

On April 20th, Skatezone 71 opened 
their doors to our school commu-
nity for a fun skating party. Many 
laughs, dances, and even falls were 
shared by our students. Thank you 
to our Family Association for plan-
ning the fun and games.

Health and physical fi tness are important 
to our students, but they were reminded 
of this fact with a special visit from Slim 
Goodbody.

He presented his “Bodylogy” program 

2012 2016

to all of our classes, which discussed 
healthy eating habits, physical fi tness, 
and how all the systems in your body 
work.

Many students were asked to participate 
in the presentation as helpers. 
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Spanish Fiesta

Don Casto shared pictures from his 
travels around the world.
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Shirish Parasa (MS) showed 
the pinata who’s boss. :)

Don Casto:
Mountain ClimberTo celebrate Cinco de Mayo, every 

student at St. Joseph Montessori 
School participated in our annual 
Spanish Fiesta. On the morning 
of May 6th, Ryan Hall was trans-
formed into Spanish party room. 

The festival was divided into three 
small groups – Children’s House, 
Primary, and Middle School/Erd-
kinder. At each session, students 
tasted yummy treats, worked on fun 
coloring sheets and scratch art pa-
pers, and danced to the festive mu-
sic. As a special fi nale, each group 
had students take a “whack” at the 
piñata. Names were randomly cho-
sen before the event. For safety rea-
sons, the candy that is usually found 
inside the pinata was given to the 
classes afterwards inside treat bags.

But even before the fi rst chip was 
tasted, our students were involved 
in preparing for this special day. 
Our Kindergarten students created 
homemade maracas with plastic 
spoons, beads, and Easter Eggs. 
The Primary level classes prepared 
homemade queso sauce and drew 
the posters on the walls. The fourth 
grade class baked delicious Mexi-
can Chocolate cake, and our Erd-
kinder students created a yummy 
salsa. Many people said it was the 
tastiest Spanish Fiesta ever! 

We are grateful to Chipotle on High 
Street, who donated all the chips for 
the event, and GFS on Cleveland 
Avenue for many of the baking and 
cooking supplies. 

Ole!

Riley Phillips helped make the 
queso sauce with her Primary 2 

friends.
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Cathy Johanni was one of our 
kitchen helpers that served the 

delicious homemade treats.
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As a special Earth Day treat, Don 
Casto visited SJMS to share pictures 
and stories of his adventures around 
the world as a mountain climber. 
He even brought some of the equip-
ment he uses to climb mountains for 
our students to try.

Diocese 
Art Show

For the fi fth year, St. Joseph Mon-
tessori School participated in the 
Diocesan All-School Art Show on 
March 12th and 13th. The show 
was located at Holy Spirit School in 
Whitehall and hosted by The Dio-
cese of Columbus. 

SJMS is invited to include 18 pieces 
of art created by our student body 
this school year.

This is a wonderful opportunity to 
showcase the beautiful artwork our 
students create on a daily basis.
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Over 300 students, parents, and 
staff attended our art opening.

Alissa Head, manager of Global Gifts, shared valuable
 information about fair trade to our sixth grade class.

Global Gallery Fieldtrip
Our students and parents enjoyed the 

gallery setting for our art show.

SJMS Art Exhibition
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On April 5th, SJMS hosted our fi rst stu-
dent art exhibition at The Angela Me-
leca Gallery downtown. 

Each student from our kindergarten 
through 8th grade classes had a piece 
hanging in the show. A variety of art: 
including paintings, drawings, and clay 
pottery was included in the show.

Over 300 students, staff, and parents at-
tended the show. A special thank you 
goes to Angela Meleca for opening her 
beautiful space to the families of SJMS.

Sarah Weber and Paige Emling had 
the pleasure of walking with the 
6th year students to Global Gifts in 
April to come full circle with their 
discussions and understanding of 
fair trade practices.  

After a short presentation, they were 
divided into groups of occupations 
involved in food production such as 
growers, developers, packagers, etc. 

and advocated for their occupation 
as to what percentage of each dol-
lar they should receive in the fi nal 
sale price of a banana.  It was an 
eye-opening experience when they 
found out what the actual break-
down of monetary distribution is.

They ended the fi eldtrip with a gen-
erous goody-bag from Alissa Head, 
the Manager at Global Gifts.

Going-Out
Mid-Ohio Foodbank

An important part of the Montessori 
Method is incorporating real world 
experiences into the daily lives of 
our students. Service to our com-
munity is also a mission for SJMS. 
One way to incorporate both of 
these experiences is goings out. 

In April, members of our fi fth grade 
class visited the Mid-Ohio Food-
bank for a tour. They learned about 
the work of the organization, who 
and how they serve Central Ohio.

After the tour, they created a Pow-
erPoint and shared it with the rest 
of the Middle School classroom, 
and offered suggestions of how our 
school can serve this organization. 

Watch for ways you can help us 
serve this wonderful organization 
this fall.
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Matchcounts: 2016

Students Follow Labyrinth

Our students followed the labyrinth to peace.
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MathCounts Club Earns Gold Level Award
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With hard work and dedication, our
MathCounts team has earned the
Gold Level Award. This is awarded
when enough students score 80% or
higher on the fi  nal math challenge.
Students in the sixth through eighth
grade are eligible to participate at
SJMS, with Laura Frey as advisor.
We would like to congratulate our
MathCounts students and Laura on
this achievement.

Presidential
Debate

A recent Motivated Monday 
didn’t focus on student fi tness, 
but instead it focused on student 
faith. 

Cathy Johanni brought a gym-
sized labyrinth, which was on 
loan from the Newman Center, 
for our students to use.

The time could be used for silent 
prayer, singing, and even deep 
thought.

Our students followed the labyrinth to peace.

In the heat of this exciting election sea-
son, some of our 6th grade students 
posed as the presidential candidates for a 
mock debate. After the votes were tabu-
lated, the winner was Hillary Clinton, 
also known as Gabriela Gant.Ph
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Our Erdkinder class visited many interesting sites.

Erdkinder Hits the Road

Wordsearch answers found on Page 9.

monty jr.
Graduation Word Search 2016

P V J O M P U E F V F C M Z M
X A W Q L I N G C X J F A B A
H B A E B M A L D N I M Y D D
E A S R L Y T Z A X M K A F E
A E R G F I V N I X B F I Y L
Y Q W I C O A T Z Q K Z C B I
K U U Y M X G S Z H I F U W N
B E U N L A B G F J Q U Y H E
S D I X R R G L L R J N S N V
H O F R H P E S O J S Z X A F
Y Q E A M I L E S Z M Y V D R
F T I C N U L I J L E D B R J
T X Q A Q T P J K Q R D E O I
V L D L F I N Q V J I S Y J W
E C I J C P I G Y T Z C K P D

AMIRAH
DANIEL
ELIAS

GARRETT
JORDAN
JOSEPH

MADELINE
MAYA
MILES

All their fundraising efforts paid 
off with an exciting trip to the Out-
erbanks. The sites included many 
lighthouses, the beach, and Kitty 
Hawk Museum, and a ranch that 
houses wild horses.

Thank you for your continued sup-
port. This trip wouldn’t be possible 
without the help of our wonderful 
school community.
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Farming: 101 for the 6th Grade
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With the support of the Columbus 
Growing Collectives and their Vol-
unteer Coordinator, Tama Ricks,  and 
Project Coordinator, Carrie Lierl, our 
6th grade class learned about urban 
gardening. Tama and Carrie showed 
the students around the space and pre-
sented each group with an observation 
binder.  They had the opportunity to 
feel the temperature difference inside a 
greenhouse, dig through the soil with 
their bare hands and uncover the begin-
nings of a springtime garden ecosys-
tem, among other conversations.  The 
students will build on these observa-
tions as the space transforms into a 
thriving, robust ecosystem that sup-
ports the healthy growth of the plants 
that will soon be planted.

This experience is creating future farmers and gardeners.

Erdkinder Meets Artist Ed Valentine
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The Erdkinder students learned about Ed’s inspiration for his art, 
and even made mini versions of his paint lid can paintings.

Ed gave the students a personal 
tour of his show, which was on 

display at Angela Meleca Gallery.

On May 18th, our Erdkinder stu-
dents ventured downtown to the 
Angela Meleca Gallery for a per-
sonal tour and artist talk with Ed 
Valentine. Ed is an artist who lives, 
teaches, and paints in Central Ohio.

He shared his thoughts on art, ca-
reers in art, and the inspiration for 
his paintings. After the talk, stu-
dents created mini versions of his 
paint can lid paintings. 

As a bonus, our students were in-

vited to the architecture fi rm of Da-
vid Meleca to learn about careers in 
architecture. 

Special thank yous go to David and 
Angela Meleca, as well as Ed Val-
entine for sharing their time.
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Guess Who?

Susan Walling
Middle School

guess who?
Answer
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Guess Who?

Deklan Burk
Middle School

Answer

guess who?
jr.

Support SJMS at the 
Grocery Store!

Guess Who?wordsearch
Answer
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Rice Bowl
Collection

$633.50

+ + + + + + + + + + + + M + M 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + A + A 
H + + E + + + + + + + + Y + D 
+ A + + L + + + + + + + A + E 
+ + R + + I + + + + + + + + L 
+ + + I + + A + + + + + + + I 
+ + + + M + G S + + + + + + N 
+ + + + + A + + + + + + + + E 
+ + + + R + + L + + + + + N + 
+ + + R H P E S O J + + + A + 
+ + E + M I L E S + + + + D + 
+ T + + N + + + + + + + + R + 
T + + A + + + + + + + + + O + 
+ + D + + + + + + + + + + J + 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Marty Gossett
Physical Education/Health
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McKenna Merriman
Erdkinder
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Columbus Arts 
Festival Art Show

SJMS is one of eight schools that 
have art on display at The Franklin 
County Courthouse Pavilion down-
town in honor of the Columbus Arts 
Festival. 

This art show will run from May 23 
until September. Over 20 pieces of 
art, from a variety of classrooms, is 
on display from SJMS.

Please stop by to support SJMS!



Alumni News
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Teja Parasa

We were 
unable to 
contact:

SJMS Class of 2012

Our friends from the Class of 2012 are moving on to college this year from four exciting years 
in high school. Here is a list of their future plans.

Gabrielle Eismann
Sam Harris
Lila Henninger
Leda Hickey
John Markiewicz
Kyle Welsh

Isabella Bocija

Michael Flynn Congratulations to all our gradu-
ates! We wish you the best of in 

all your future endeavors!

Zoe Mak

Class of 2012

Mikhail Hunker

Waymond Smoot

Sally Squires

Andres Walliser-Wejebe

Mikhail was accepted to the Columbus 
College of Art & Design.

Zoe will be attending Case Western Re-
serve Univeristy in the fall. She received 
a $22,500 scholarship. Zoe is considering 
Astronomy and Astro or Particle Physics as 
her major.

Teja will be attending The Ohio State Uni-
veristy with a major in biomedical science.

Isabella has chosen Miami of Ohio as her 
college choice. An $8,000 scholarship was 
earned to help with tuition. She is planning 
a double major in Spanish, with her second 
major still undecided.

Sally is currently being considered for the 
trainee program at BalletMet. Her second 
choice would be the Cincinnati Conserva-
tory of Music at the University of Cincin-
nati, where she was accepted into their bal-
let program.

Waymond will be going to Duquesne Uni-
versity in Pittsburgh and will major in 
Physics. He received a full scholarship to 
attend.

Andres will be attending Notre Dame this 
fall for Engineering. 

Michael will be attending Wittenburg 
University this fall for Engineering.
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Class of 2015

Claire Ferguson

St. Charles 
Preparatory School

SJMS Class of 2012
Michael Flynn

SJMS Class of 2013
Michael Weaver (4.0+)

SJMS Class of 2015
Matthew Hohmann (4.0+)

Honor Roll
For the third quarter, many of our SJMS 
alumni have earned Honor Roll status at 
St. Charles Preparatory School. To earn 
Honor Roll status, students must earn a 
3.50 or better GPA. If they have an 4.0+ 
after their name, it indicates a 4.0 or bet-
ter GPA.

Class of 2010

Leeanne Hester

We Want to Hear from You!
Send us your good news to share!

rholonit@cdeducation.org
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Class of 2004

Anna Reed
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At Wright State University in Day-
ton, Anna was part of the production 
of “The Music Man.” She is part of 
a team of fi ve people that created all 
the costumes for the show. She is 
especially proud of one of the fl oral 
hats she made in shop class.

Claire Ferguson appeared in the 
show, “Your’e a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown” with the Bishop Ready The-
atre Department. She played the part 
of Sally Brown.

Last summer, Kieran York’s Boy Scout 
troop took a train trip across the coun-
try. “Go West!” was the trip of a life-
time. National Parks, big cities, all from 
the view on Amtrak. The trip made the 
cover of Boy’s Life this month. Kieran 
is featured in the centerfold. Check out 
the article at: http://boyslife.org.

Kieran York

Class of 2005
Adam Henderson

In a beautiful ceremony held at the 
Ohio Village in north Columbus, 
Leeanne Hester married Jimmy 
Mako on April 20th in front of fam-
ily and friends. 

They spent their honeymoon in 
Costa Rica.

Adam has received a Fulbright Grant 
from the U.S. Deptartment of State and 
will be going to Malaysia from Jan. - 
Nov., 2017 to teach English and share 
his musical talents.

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program 
seeks to build international cooperation 
as it increases mutual understanding 
between the people of the US and other 
countries through the exchange of per-
sons, knowledge, and skills.
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guess who?

guess who?
jr.

Read the clues and check out the pictures for the “Guess Whos?” in this issue. The answer is located on page 9.

1) “Guess Who? jr.” won sixth place in 
a diving tournament.

2) “Guess Who? jr.” has ziplined in a 
Mexican jungle.

3) “Guess Who? jr.” has a high score 
on a Skee-ball machine.

4) “Guess Who? jr.” is Cuban, Welsh, 
Irish, Scottish, and American.

Calendar 
of Events

June
1: Last Day of School
 Early Dismissal @ 1:30
1: Bowling Party

6: Summer Camp begins

August
21: Back to School Open House

22 & 23: MS & ERD Bootcamp

24: First Day of School

guess who?

Have a 
great 

summer!
 

See you 
in 

August!

1. “Guess Who? jr.” has always wanted 
to be Guess who jr. 

2. “Guess Who? jr.’s” favorite colors 
are pink and orange. 

3. “Guess Who? jr.”’s favorite food is 
seafood. 

4. “Guess Who? jr.” has a record of a 
10 second handstand. 

5. “Guess Who? jr.” took fi rst steps at 8 
1/2 months old.

guess who?
jr.

1. “Guess Who?” makes deli-
cious homemade cheeses.

2. “Guess Who?” lives in a 
place where you can “Hide-a-
way.”

3. “Guess Who?” will be greatly 
missed.

1. “Guess Who?” is a talented 
Math teacher.

2. “Guess Who?” is a gifted 
glass blower.

3. “Guess Who?” will be greatly 
missed.


