
St. Joseph Montessori School Religious 
Education 
At SJMS, our religion curriculum is The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. This Montessori-based approach to 

spiritual formation for children was developed through years of patient observation to understand which religious 

themes seemed most essential at different ages and stages of development. 

In the spirit of Montessori education, classes take place in a specially prepared environment, filled with hands-on 

materials. This is called the “Atrium.” Within this atrium, short presentations are given and much time is devoted 

to the child’s personal work. In this way, each child’s own gifts and callings are respected and celebrated. The 

adult is a co-listener and co-learner, with the child before the Word of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Kindergarten 
Young children are so earnest and so innately spiritual! They are very serious about wanting peace within their hearts, and 

about wanting to spread love to all. We meet their needs through Scripture study, focusing on Kingdom Parables, and stories 

of Jesus’ life, especially his life as a young child. We teach them the names of the things they will see in church and orient 

them to the geography of the Holy Land.  In the atrium, one might see children making booklets of their own prayers, 

copying short Scriptures, or drawing butterflies and hearts. A child might softly play religious songs on the lap harp. Others 

get out a set of sheep and shepherds and move the figures, recalling the Good Shepherd who calls his sheep by name. 

You do not have to be Catholic to attend St. Joseph Montessori School. 

However, our religion classes are taught from the Catholic perspective. 

Spiritual formation is also served by the Montessori Peace Curriculum, 

which promotes moral and cultural sensitivity to bring about a more peaceful 

and just society. That is where exposure to other faith traditions may occur. 

Children of all faith traditions will be respected in the atrium. Observers are 

welcome in the Atrium and visits can be scheduled through the Director of 

Admission. 

http://web.stpeterscatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/GoodShepherd.jp�


Primary (Grades 1-3) 
As they grow and develop from ages 6-9, children become more aware of society and culture. They are able to orient events 

in time.  Maria Montessori noted the interests and capacities of this child can best be met by a “cosmic” orientation  --  one 

which gives the big picture first and allows the child to then focus on the details.  In the atrium, we offer “great lessons” to 

offer a wide view of salvation history and the great gift of the Bible.  Our central image is the Parable of the True Vine, 

which helps the child to see how we are connected to each other and connected to Christ. Children ponder more stories of 

Jesus’ life, more moral parables and his words of wisdom that help us live together and live fully.  They explore connections 

between the Bible and worship. In the atrium, one might see a child making a timeline.  Another might work with samples of 

the God’s gifts in the natural world. Another may copy Isaiah’s prophecy of the Peaceable Kingdom. Others work together 

recalling the Parable of the Good Samaritan. Atrium time ends with a prayer service planned and led by students, themselves.  

Montessori Peace Curriculum and lessons of grace and courtesy also provide important moral formation for children, as they 

consider how they interact with one another in a way that demonstrates respect and compassion. 

Middle School (Grades 4-6) 
The 9-12 year old child explores with increasing depth the moral parables of the Gospels. Bible studies of Old Testament 

Scripture help them to grow in understanding the covenant. They consider events, cultures and people in history who have 

worked for or against God’s plan to unite all people in a relationship of love.  Children at this age are developing a sense of 

their own place in history and they contemplate what their personal contributions might be. They learn to “read” the 

symbolism of the Catholic sacraments and to connect them to Scripture. In the atrium, you might see some a group of 

students discussing the Bible with the catechist/teacher, while others work with a timeline. In a corner, one might find a girl 

lost in a book on the life of a saint, while a boy uses the light box to trace the word peace in Hindi, Arabic, Wolof and 

Korean. The Montessori Peace Curriculum is deepened at this level, supporting the objectives of spiritual formation through 

community, cultural, environmental and personal awareness. 

Erdkinder (Grades 7-8) 
For Erdkinder students, the spirit of the Catechesis is applied to the Columbus Diocese’s graded course of study.  Youth at 

this age are socially oriented, and very sensitive to issues of justice.  Group discussion is key -- often prompted by modern 

music, video, literature or art. Journals are used for personal reflection. In this way, the student finds ways to navigate the 

contemporary landscape with a moral and spiritual foundation.  Seventh grade Bible study especially applies Scripture to the 

social and cultural pressures faced by teens.  We talk about forming healthy relationships with others. Eighth graders look 

closely at the processes of decision-making, at the sacrament of Confirmation and the history of the church. The Montessori 

Communication Curriculum is used in the regular classroom to foster spiritual and community awareness and personal 

responsibility. 

Questions about our religious curriculum can be directed to Cathy Johanni at cjohanni@cdeducation.org. 
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