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The Montessori method honors the uniqueness of each child. In the atrium, we honor the unique relationship each individual has with God.  Often that relationship manifests itself in artistic responses. Children always seem eager for “worktime” and they choose a variety of creative forms to express their thoughts and feelings.  From beautiful calligraphy to drawings to collages to booklet-making (even a puppet of Jesus!) – the child’s fascination with the spiritual comes through. One first grader constructed and advent calendar with windows that opened. Behind number 1 was a peace sign. Number 2 hid a cross. 3 had a wiggly worm (much like many first graders!). Behind number 6 it said, “God.” 

Primary students continue to look at infancy narratives from the Gospels of Luke and Matthew. Gazing at a nativity set, a first grader said, “Oh, I wish I could have been there when Jesus was born!” A second grader connected the angels’ song to the Gloria we sing at Mass. We considered what that might mean  -- that we sing an angel’s song! A third grade girl found a Christmas blessing in the sacramentary and we prayed it at the end of class.  A second grade girl thought the figure of Mary with her hands over her chest linked to the Scripture, which says she “treasured these things and kept them in her heart.” A second grader wrote this and left it on the prayer table: “Jesus was the great gift of the past. Parousia is the gift of the future.”

Fourth graders have been pondering the infancy narratives as well as prophecies of Isaiah and Micah. They thought a lot about the meaning of the gifts of the magi. They understood that gold was an appropriate gift for a king. They thought the gift of frankincense suggested that the magi somehow knew that Jesus was holy. When trying to comprehend the gift of myrrh, a rare perfumed oil used to anoint the dead, one commented that it was like giving a child in a cradle a “casket!”  A classmate suggested that the magi sensed that Jesus’ whole life would be a gift  -- not just his birth but his death as well. 

Fifth graders also considered the prophets. Closer to Christmas, they listened to “The Gift of Nothing” by Patrick McDonnell. It is a story of a cat, who wants to get the perfect gift for his best friend who has everything. He ends up buying him “nothing” and the two enjoy the gift of presence  - of just being together. The fun story had a deeper meaning and the fifth graders easily uncovered it. Drawing on their scientific knowledge of the world around them, they commented on all the gifts that God has given us throughout history. Minerals and metals deep in the earth; trees to clean our air; animals for transportation, plants for food – they enumerated all these gifts and interdependencies in true Montessori fashion. Then they recalled the God’s great gift to “people who have everything”  --  a gift which seemed like nothing more than a poor, helpless baby. They recalled meaning of the word Emmanuel  -- God is with us -- the great gift of the presence of Christ.

Sixth and eighth graders have helped with the service project of the giving tree. They also brainstormed about service projects for the future – ones which connect the Maria Montessori’s Fundamental Human Needs to the Corporal Works of Mercy. They have been reviewing the basics of  faith and Scripture with games like Jeopardy, Scattegories and group discussion.

Sacramental Preparation. Children continue to prepare to receive Reconciliation and Eucharist for the first time. Two of our group have already received Reconciliation at their home parishes. They were proud to share their experiences (without divulging their sins, of course!) with the class. The Confirmation class continues to prepare, looking more closely at the sacred history of the oil, the chrism, which will be used to anoint them. 

