When Observing in a Classroom

When the time comes to look at all the different schools available for your child, including St. Joseph Montessori School, it
is important to take note of the learning environment of which they will be a part. When observing, keep in mind that
classrooms, as well as schools, will be different; however when looking at any school classroom, certain aspects should be
apparent. For example, there should be respect on the part of both the teachers and students. The environment should
encourage students to work collaboratively and it should feel warm and welcoming. The reverse side of this sheet offers a
checklist for specific items to take note of.

When observing at SJMS please follow these simple rules:

e We ask that you take a low position in the room. Please sit on the floor or on a chair provided by the teacher.
Please sit in an area that will not interfere with the children’s work space. Feel free to move periodically to see
various parts of the classroom.

® Avoid interaction with the children, however, in the event that a child approaches you, be polite but redirect
them back to their work. If the child asks you for assistance, direct him/her to the teacher in the room.

e If you have questions, please do not interrupt the teachers. The teacher may approach you and ask you about
your observations, but their attention is primarily directed towards their class. In general, jot down your
questions below and ask someone in admissions when you return to the office.

e If you have the opportunity, watch one child for a period of time. Observe how that child organizes his/her
morning and note the level of concentration that child has with the work.

Record your thoughts and questions here:




Observation Checklist

This is your checklist. Take it with you when you observe a classroom at St. Joseph Montessori School. Then, take it with

you when you observe at other schools. This tool will help you decide the best school for your child.

SJMS

School #2 School#3

OBSERVATION DATE:

Notice These Things...

Are there work areas/tables designed to facilitate interaction?
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observer? They should not be fearful or overly concerned with your presence.




